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ABSTRACT 

 

Holoubek, Karel. University of West Bohemia. April, 2014. Comparison of the Language 

used in Sport Articles by The Guardian and Daily Mail. Supervisor: Mgr. Andrew Tollet, 

M.Litt.  

 

 This undergraduate thesis compares the football match reports published in the 

Daily Mail and The Guardian with the focus on finding distinctive features in the text. In 

fact, the analysis deals with more than just text. It examines the structure of the text, layout 

of the page, vocabulary, and bias as well. Theoretical part introduces the British 

newspapers and their division, explores the differences between serious and popular press, 

and offers more detailed description of the both aforementioned newspapers in order to set 

ground for the analysis. Method of the analysis simply set basic rules for the analysis 

which has a form of four texts that are examined separately. The analysed texts are further 

complemented by two short summaries of the main differences. Conclusion offers results 

and summarises the research.  

  

    



 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 
1. INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................1 

 

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND.......................................................................................2 

 

3. METHOD OF ANALYSIS..................................................................................................14 

 

4. ANALYSIS..........................................................................................................................15 

 

5. CONCLUSION....................................................................................................................28 

 

REFERENCES...........................................................................................................................29 

 

SUMMARY IN CZECH............................................................................................................30 

 

APPENDIX.................................................................................................................................31 



 

 1   

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

 This thesis deals with the issue concerning the differences between football match 

reports that appear in the Daily Mail and The Guardian. The Guardian represents the 

British serious press while the Daily Mail belongs to the middle-market newspapers. The 

differences should be recognisable as the latter may be also regarded as a representative of 

popular press from certain point of view. The analysis naturally researches the language 

used in the articles, but it considers the related aspects of the journalism as well.  

 The reason for selecting this topic was the genuine interest in the way how English 

is presented in the newspaper reports and football in particular. The both newspapers were 

chosen due to their rich history and market domination. Furthermore, the type of football 

competition was taken into consideration. Therefore, the first report refers to the domestic 

Cup whereas the second report relates to the European competition in which the English 

clubs participate and encounter teams from foreign countries. 

 The aim of the thesis is to ascertain which language features occur in the articles, 

what kinds of structure and layout of the reports are employed, to what degree readers may 

be influenced by the content, and to what degree the content is biased.  

 The thesis is divided into five parts: Introduction, Theoretical background, Method 

of analysis, Analysis, and Conclusion. The Introduction presents the topic, provides 

reasons for selecting the topic, and gives the aim of the thesis. Theoretical background 

covers the division of the British newspapers, description of serious and popular press, and 

introduction of the Daily Mail and The Guardian and their structure. Method of the 

analysis shortly describes some basic rules concerning the actual analysis which comprises 

the fourth part of the thesis. Lastly, the final part offers conclusion. 
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2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

       

British newspapers and their division 

Newspapers published within the area of United Kingdom of Great Britain are 

distinguished by location, type and format, credibility, circulation, content, or preferred 

political party. More specifically, distinction according to location means that there are 

local, regional, and national newspapers. However, the other various divisions are 

associated with each other. Format division consists of broadsheet, the tabloid format or as 

the case may be the Berliner format. In addition to that, some formats appear to be used by 

newspapers with particular kind of content, which also links the format to the seriousness 

of the publication. Broadsheets are frequently thought to be highly serious, whereas 

tabloids are treated as the opposite. The Berliner format belongs somewhere between the 

mentioned types. Furthermore, the credibility is connected with the use of language and 

style of writing. The circulation simply deals with the number of sold copies and 

consequently with the popularity among readers or in other words the audience. Lastly, 

most of the newspapers tend to represent a political view, hence there may be right wing or 

left wing. Those which do not have a political opinion are assumed to be neutral. In short, 

there exists wide range of newspapers from which the reader can choose and most of the 

types are associated with each other.   

The United Kingdom consists of four countries that form the major regions: 

Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and England. Newspapers encompassing these whole 

regions are called national newspapers. Besides that, there are several large regions within 

the area of England: North East, North West, Yorkshire, West Midlands, East Midlands, 

East of England, South West, South East, and London. The regional press covers the large 

regions, while the local press tends to cover smaller areas within the region. In actual fact, 

this seems to be the main difference and the term local often means regional as well.  

Although it is known that national newspapers have the greater share in providing 

information to people about the most significant national and international events or 

affairs, local and regional press, on the other hand, furnish the readers with the details 

relevant to local and regional occurrences. Temple (2008) confirms this:  

 

Nowadays, the content of local and regional papers is almost exclusively local, with 

perhaps one or two pages of national and international news on inside pages. No 
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local editor today would dare to lead the paper with a national story unless it was of 

major significance – the death of Diana or the 9/11 attacks, for example. (p.94) 

   

Describing and dealing with local and regional events is basically what gives the 

local and regional press an advantage over the national. Temple (2008) further continues: 

“Even then, the best papers will seek a local angle. The concentration on local issues has 

become the ‘unique selling point’ (USP) of local newspapers in the face of increasing 

competition” (p.94). Another advantage may be the fact that local and regional news are 

still not readily found online, even though the challenge from national newspapers, eager 

to cover local news online, rises. In contrast, national news can be sought online very 

comfortably and not only on one website, but on quite a bit of them. On the other hand, 

unlike the national, the local newspapers miss some sort of competition as there is rarely 

more than only one of the kind nearby.  

This also leads to neutrality in political stance. In fact, it is not only neutrality in 

politics, but the absence of bias in delivering sensitive topics comprising the people from 

the region as well. As a consequence of potential dissent, people could most likely become 

disconcerted with the content and refuse to buy, read, and support the only printed provider 

of information in the vicinity. Therefore, the position of the newspaper or at least the 

position of the journalist would be under threat. Nevertheless, the lack of bias disappears 

for example when a local football club participate in no matter which competition. In this 

case, support, encouragement, and prejudice in favour of the club are expected in any 

situation.  

In addition, it is probably fair to say that British people rank among the most eager 

readers and the regional along with local press do enjoy greater popularity than the national 

press among them. According to Keeble (2005), “[a]bout 70 per cent of adults regularly 

read a national newspaper. The figure for the regional and local press is even higher, with 

some 85 per cent of adults reading these papers” (p.22). Providing the same statistics, 

McNair (2009) affirms that “[t]he British regional press, including that of the nation-

regions, has until quite recently been in what one commentator calls ‘boisterous health’ ” 

(p.8). In conclusion, despite the rising challenge and menace from national newspapers and 

other media such as the internet, local and regional newspapers sustain their position, offer 

certain qualities that attract the readers and remain profitable and popular. 

The national press market is greatly segmented thus divided into 3 categories: The 

quality press, the popular press, and the middle market. The quality newspapers are also 
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called serious newspapers or broadsheets, which is associated with the format. Broadsheet 

refers to the most common and simultaneously the largest newspaper format. For a full 

two-page spread, this format measures peculiarly 29.5 inches x 23.5 inches = 749 mm x 

597 mm. Nonetheless, the credibility is not always connected to format, as some of the 

newspapers such as The Independent or The Times switched from the broadsheet to smaller 

tabloid format. Instead, the term compact format is used to avoid confusion with popular 

newspapers. Considering the fact that most people have the opportunity to read the news 

mainly while using public transport, the size may become a key factor in order to ensure 

comfortable reading. Apart from The Independent and The Times, the other well-known 

quality newspapers are The Guardian, Financial Times, Daily Telegraph, and furthermore 

their Sunday companions The Independent on Sunday, The Sunday Telegraph, The Sunday 

Times or The Observer. Finally, the national quality press usually furnish well-educated 

and moneyed classes of people with solid and reliable news. 

The popular newspapers, commonly known as redtops, tabloid newspapers, or just 

tabloids, keep the compact-sized format or in other words the tabloid format. Unlike The 

Independent and The Times the term compact is rarely used here. In fact, tabloid as well as 

broadsheet refers to the format size and also layout. In contrast to broadsheet, tabloid is the 

case of the smallest size among newspapers. Thanks to the size, this format is very popular 

among readers as the reading is more comfortable with pages approximately 17 inches = 

430 mm high and 11 inches = 280 mm wide. Consequently, articles have a tendency to be 

shorter than those written in the broadsheets. The term ‘red-top’ is explained by Keeble 

(2005) as “a more colloquial term for tabloid [that] refers to the masthead [the masthead’s 

colour is red] or title piece of papers like the Sun, Mirror and Daily Star” (p.23). Besides 

The Sun, Daily Mirror, and Daily Star the other popular tabloids in United Kingdom are 

mostly their Sunday versions more specifically: Sun on Sunday, Daily Star Sunday, Sunday 

Mirror, or also Sunday People. Clearly, the tabloid newspapers offer rather sensational and 

entertaining coverage, which is oriented towards lower and working class readers. 

Somewhere between the popular and quality newspapers lies the third and last type 

known as middle-market newspapers or the mid-markets. The Daily Mail, Daily Express, 

and possibly Morning Star as well as The Mail on Sunday and Sunday Express belong 

there. All mentioned use tabloid format. This kind provides both credible and entertaining 

news. However, this category is minor and at least from conservative point of view the 

newspapers belonging here may be considered as the tabloids rather than the broadsheets. 
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But to certain extend, it may be also seen conversely. The border does not seem to be very 

thick. 

Before closing this chapter it is worth mentioning two more things. The first one is 

the remaining format of newspapers, namely the Berliner format, which in terms of size 

has its place between broadsheet and tabloid. The most famous user of this particular 

format is The Guardian and its Sunday version The Observer. The format itself does relate 

neither to quality nor the popular press. But The Guardian belongs to the serious 

newspapers and owing to the size, people are able to read the quality news easily whenever 

they are. Hence, it stands out from the others and makes it unique and special. 

 Last of all, another important division regarding newspapers concerns readers. The 

differentiation of newspapers has its purpose in finding their own audience among people 

and satisfaction of both sides. The newspapers seek profit whereas readers claim the 

wanted content. Fundamentally, the market of the United Kingdom consists of the so 

called ‘black-top’ readers and ‘red-top’ readers. While the ‘black-top’ readers are attracted 

to quality reading material, the’ red-tops’ readers, on the other hand, are generally 

interested in entertainment, gossip, and scandals. They also have an inclination to demand 

opinions that correspond with theirs. In summary, Worcester (as cited in Richardson, 2007, 

p.80) asserts that “broadsheet newspapers tend to sell more within the elite and upper 

middle classes, the mid-markets tend to sell to the middle and lower middle classes and the 

red tops tend to sell to the working classes.” Nevertheless, a lot of people favour to buy 

both broadsheet and tabloid to gratify their desires. 

 

 The serious press in the United Kingdom 

 The quality press characteristically presents detailed reporting and hard news, 

which imply politics, economy, war, science, law, crimes etc. But to believe that the 

serious press provides solely serious and credible news may be fractionally imprudent. It 

offers much more. Actually, the share of pages containing news customarily comprise less 

than half of the content. According to analysis Reah(2002), “[b]roadsheet newspapers 

contain slightly more news overall than tabloids, and a lot more overseas news, but the 

bulk of the content in both cases is devoted to other things” (p.9). The remaining pages are 

chiefly filled with advertising, sport, and entertainment. Even though broadsheets are 

proverbial for their content of serious news, they still have to keep up with their 

competitors to a certain extent. Conboy (2004) suggests that “[i]n order to survive the 

intensification of competition, broadsheets have become heavier and have more lifestyle 
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and consumer coverage. They have increased the numbers of specialist supplements and 

size and quantity of high profile advertisements” (p.184). Particularly the advertising plays 

a big role as it is a primary source of funds for the quality press. All in all, Keeble asserts 

that “[m]ost broadsheet/compact newspapers, for instance, make the majority of their 

money from selling advertising space and so are not reliant on their relatively modest 

circulations” (p.194). 

 Besides the content, it is important to take into consideration the bias as well. 

Notwithstanding that broadsheets are expected to provide readers with facts and neutral 

language, thanks to various ownerships and readers’ interests there may exist some doubts 

about that too. For example Fowler (1991) suggests that language used in newspapers 

forms ideas and beliefs. From his point of view, “the ‘content’ of newspapers is not facts 

about the world, but in a very general sense ‘ideas’ … [and] language of news is not 

neutral, but a highly constructive mediator” (p.1). Moreover, he dispenses with the word 

‘bias’ as a central theoretical term and replaces it with ‘mediation’ or ‘representation’. In 

addition, Keeble (2005) claims, “[c]onsidering the highly selective process of news 

gathering, the financial, political and legal pressures on newspapers and the absence of any 

neutral language, they [media theorists] argue that objectivity is unattainable and a 

myth”(p.54). Anyway this subjectivity more involves popular rather than serious press. 

Apart from bias, there occur many distinctive features worth to mention. 

 The first distinctive features can be found on front page. The front page of 

broadsheet typically consists of the main story, which tends to be of serious nature. The 

font size of the headline is of course bigger than the text of the story itself, but no bigger 

than approximately one tenth of the page. As a result of that, the potential buyer is not very 

distracted only with the main article, but it catches his/her attention anyway. Then, usually 

two or more stories containing smaller headlines are situated there. The stories include 

indications on pages, where the reader is able to continue in reading. Roughly one quarter 

is covered by the image related to the main story. Appropriate language, which does not 

indicate any kind of sensation, is used. At the top lies masthead comprised of the 

newspaper name, price, and date of publication. Lastly, the text may be sometimes 

supplemented with subtle colours. 

 The headline itself is basically a short summary, which serves as an introduction to 

the story. The headline does not function as a full sentence thus some words are frequently 

excluded. The broadsheet headlines have the proclivity to be more serious and deliberate. 
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They occasionally contain so called word plays, but they are not very striking. These 

headlines occurring in serious newspapers tend to be small. 

 The photographs used in quality press are also smaller. Pictures are applied to 

exemplify the story and supplement additional details. The images portray people in 

natural pose and do not make fun of them either. Keeble (2005) explains that “the quantity, 

size and use of pictures say something about the publication; its use of illustrations will 

change the face it presents to the world. A broadsheet newspaper, for instance, uses 

pictures with restraint [in contrast to tabloids] ” (p.193). 

 The use of vocabulary together with the length of sentences and paragraphs are 

other specific features. Lexis is more formal and rather factual than emotive. The 

vocabulary is sophisticated and complicated at times. Some people even stress that the use 

of dictionary is needed. This relates with the type of quality press audience mentioned 

before. Moreover, the sentences appear to be longer and complex, too. Keeble (2005) 

maintains that “thirty to thirty-five words for broadsheets/compacts are a fairly reliable 

indicator … Broadsheets/compacts are more likely to have two or three-sentence 

paragraphs, again with design factors in mind” (p.91). The serious newspapers anticipate 

that the readers devote the requisite time to reading longer articles. Besides that, the use of 

the passive voice is apparent, especially in long and in-depth articles about national and 

international happenings.  

 Finally, the choice of advertisements also has its own criteria. As mentioned before, 

the broadsheet audience is characterised by education, intelligence and social class. 

Accordingly, the advertisements promote mostly films, theatre performances, 

accommodation facilities, consumer electronics and other material items, since the readers 

can afford the prices. For that reason, they do not promote anything for free. 

 

 The popular press in the United Kingdom 

 The popular press concentrates more on soft news. The news are conventionally 

timeless and engage in issues that affect the readers’ lives, community, and people in 

general. The tabloid newspapers have the ability to heavily influence the whole media 

world with their original content. Furthermore, as Conboy (2010) clarifies: “Tabloidization 

may refer to an increase in news about celebrities, entertainment, lifestyle features, 

personal issues, an increase in sensationalism, in the use of pictures and sloganized 

headlines, vulgar language and a decrease in international news …”(p.130). In addition, the 

tabloids tend to foreground sensational crime incidents, gossip columns reiterating 
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discreditable insinuations about private lives of celebrities, and sports superstars. The 

gossip columns often embrace personages’ sexual practices or misuse of drugs and 

sometimes exceed the limit of calumny. Finally, the majority of the content not 

surprisingly belongs to advertising, while sport and entertainment along with news 

coverage remain to fill practically the rest of the space.    

 Bias counts as an element more befitting tabloids’ characteristics than broadsheets’. 

Conboy (2006) states that “bias is even more pronounced in the tabloids as they exaggerate 

the nationally specific, while in the main ignoring international news. Some have observed 

this as one of the defining features of the tabloid newspaper” (p.48). Apart from 

favouritism for the nation, the language used in popular newspapers has a tendency to be 

biased, contentious, dramatic, subjective, and naturally manifests emotions. This simply 

leads to furnishing readers with specific and simplified opinions. Johansson (2007) further 

suggests that “the tabloid newspaper, in replacing reason with emotion and analysis with 

sensation, reduces citizens’ ability to understand the world and thus to control it” (p.38). 

Since the policy of redtops is to draw readers’ attention to sensational news, it is no secret 

that the tabloids are accused of distortion of reality and providing false information in 

order to augment circulation. 

 The front page qualities differ considerably from those of serious newspapers. 

Whereas broadsheets incline to display two or more stories, tabloids usually present a 

single story controlled by a noticeable headline. The font size of the headline is huge and 

capital letters are utilised. It covers approximately one third of the page. The headlines are 

both eccentric and conspicuous and make the most of the given space. In addition, they are 

sometimes complemented with bold, mostly black colour to highlight the telegraphic text. 

The frequent use of puns and jocular language strengthens the power of the headline to 

allure potential buyers. Conboy (2006) claims: “Though far from being the sole preserve of 

the tabloids, they take word play into areas of irreverence and mockery inconceivable for 

the more serious-minded newspapers” (p.18). According to Keeble (2005): “Tabloid 

headlines are friends with everyone – they use first names and nicknames freely and will 

assume their readers know who Posh, Becks, Gazza and Cherie are. … Slang finds its way 

into headlines very rapidly” (p.113). To sum up, the headlines of tabloid newspapers is 

simply the key element of the front page.   

The other third of the front page roughly covers a large picture affiliated to the 

main story. As opposed to broadsheets the content of the image aims to raise emotions and 

laughter in particular. Johansson (2007) says: “Embedded in texts, pictures and headlines, 
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the joke is a constant connector of the popular tabloid news discourse” (p.90). People 

participating in the image are often depicted in unnatural poses, which make them look for 

instance like fools. As regards layout, the pictures in tabloids are also more prominent than 

anywhere else. Finally, the last third of the front page is mainly filled with the masthead.                 

 As a result of the small tabloid format, the articles tend to be briefer than those 

printed in broadsheets. Equally, the length of sentences is shorter. More specifically, 

tabloid sentences consist of fifteen to twenty words. Lexis is informal and endeavours to 

scheme readers with emotive expressions. Keeble (2005) suggests that “[p]opular tabloids 

tend to heighten the sensational, emotional content by adding adjectives and adverbs” 

(p.115). 

The articles in tabloid newspapers have an inclination to use less complex, straightforward 

vocabulary and grammar, which is closely connected with the audience. Conboy (2006) 

declares: 

 

In using a range of distinctive and identifiable dialects, the tabloids enable the 

reader to use the newspaper as a textual bridge between their own experience of the 

culture in which they live, and their own attitudes and beliefs within a range of 

language which is a close approximation to what they imagine themselves to be 

using when they speak of these things themselves. In other words, the language of 

the tabloids talks their language. (p.11) 

 

Furthermore, the use of such features as conversional, colloquial language and 

slang is also very common. In short, the language of tabloids proves to be both entertaining 

and comprehensive, which seems to be exactly what the audience desire.  

Lastly, the advertisements normally occurring in tabloids have also their own traits.    

However, there are fewer advertisements in popular newspapers. Keeble (2005) states that 

“[t]abloids are generally much more reliant on sales as they do not carry as much 

advertising and cannot charge as much for it” (p194). As the redtops target lower class 

readers, the nature of advertising must be adapted to the circumstances. These people 

ordinarily cannot afford to spend vast amounts of money; therefore, the advertisements 

focus on cheap items such as food and beverages, cosmetics, detergents etc. In addition, 

they highly concentrate on promoting free items, special offers, and discounts. Hence, the 

readers presume that they may benefit from the purchase of the newspaper.  
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Daily Mail and its structure 

 The Daily Mail is a British middle-market newspaper using the tabloid format, 

founded in 1896 by the Harmsworth brothers, namely Alfred (also Lord Rothermere) and 

Harold (also Lord Northcliffe). It is published daily in London only with the exception of 

Sunday. The sister newspaper called the Mail on Sunday is printed instead since spring of 

1982.  Both the Daily Mail and The Mail on Sunday are in the ownership of conglomerate 

Daily Mail & General Trust PLC, which is based in London. DMGT is an international 

group quoted on the London Stock Exchange with a portfolio of market-leading digital, 

information, media and events businesses (“Who We Are,” n.d.). Apart from the Daily 

Mail and Mail on Sunday, the DMGT embraces other British popular brands such as Mail 

Online, Metro, London Evening Standard, Wowcher, Jobsite, or Jobrapido. All these 

brands come under DMG Media; a company falling within the DMGT. Other companies, 

which belong there are DMG Events, DMG Broadcasting, DMG Information, RMS, and 

Euromoney Institutional Investor PLC. 

 From a historical point of view, the Daily Mail is mainly known for reporting 

international news and for using enticing language. Once an unsensational broadsheet, now 

more likely regarded as tabloid, the Daily Mail created the mass market for newspapers 

which set the cultural scene that enabled the tabloid papers to later extend the experiment 

with the language of popular appeal (Conboy, 2006, p.115). Moreover, it preserves the 

right-wing conservative political stance, which, however, used to be more fanatical. At any 

rate, according to Temple (2008), the Daily Mail belongs to those newspapers that are 

feared by politicians, who are careful and try not to offend it as the Daily Mail’s readership 

represents the largest concentration of ‘swing voters’ voters’ (that is the group of voters 

whose help is considered as essential to winning a general election). Although, the 

readership mainly consists of the lower middle and middle class Temple (2008) even 

further asserts that the Daily Mail, “despite its reputation as appealing to women, 48 

percent of its readers are men, two-thirds of its readership are the much sought after ABC1 

social classes and 30 percent of them live in the London area” (p.190). The term ABC1 is 

explained by McNair (2009) as “generally more affluent, better educated sectors of the 

reading public, estimated to number just over 50 per cent of the population” (p.5). Finally, 

the Daily Mail ranks among the newspapers with the largest circulations not only in the 

United Kingdom, where it competes for first place with The Sun, but also in the world.  

 The Daily Mail or more precisely Mail Online is successful in online reporting as 

well. McNair (2009) reports that “in June 2008, Audit Bureau of Circulation figures 
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showed that the Daily Mail had overtaken the Guardian as the UK’s most used newspaper 

website” (p.142). Furthermore in 2011, Mail Online overtakes the New York Times as the 

most visited newspaper website in the world (“The History of DMGT,” n.d.). 

 The structure of the Daily Mail appears as follows. First is the front page containing 

the main story, which is supplemented with well-marked headline and related picture. The 

masthead includes the newspaper name, logo, price, date of publication, website, and title 

‘newspaper of the year’. From time to time an advertisement is used there as well. On the 

second page is the weather forecast and there also starts the section containing news 

reports, various stories, and topics. These stories and reports are rather national than 

international and quite often focused on issues from peoples’ everyday life, miscellaneous 

crime incidents, community problems, misbehaviour of celebrities while all mixed with 

editorials, comments and advertisements together. This part of newspaper differs in length. 

However, it covers approximately 30-40 pages. Yet, the very same part lacks a certain set 

of rules as the national news and international reports are erratically mixed together in one 

section. Perhaps, in round figures the first 14 pages deal with more substantive topics and 

incidents. Approximately in the middle of the publication can be found a special, broad 

section commonly oriented towards women. It concerns health, lifestyle, occasional affairs 

and also crosswords and brain teasers. The section tends to be roughly 20 pages long. It is 

followed by 4 pages of TV and radio schedule. Another 4-5 pages are filled with letters 

from readers, jokes, debates and more advertisements. The next 5-6 pages long section is 

dedicated predominantly to finances, since the section is labelled ‘CITY & FINANCE’. 

The rest of the content concentrates on sport. It is seldom customary to include different 

sport than football, cricket, rugby, tennis, horses, or possibly motor sport in United 

Kingdom. Sport usually covers 10 pages of the newspaper. In brief, considering the 

position in the market the Daily Mail offers the expected content, but maybe does not 

completely live up to its reputation regarding international news coverage.   

  

The Guardian and its structure 

The Guardian represents the national serious press in the United Kingdom. 

Formerly known as The Manchester Guardian, it was founded in 1821. In 1959 the name 

changed to The Guardian and to make itself special, it started to employ the Berliner 

format in 2005. The Guardian became the UK's first full-colour national newspaper, and 

the first UK national newspaper ever to adopt this size (“History of The Guardian,” 2002). 

Moreover, Boyle (2006) claims that “The Guardian was one of the first papers to pioneer 
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the tabloid supplement” (p.50). The tabloid supplement is called G2 and the name of sister 

newspaper published on Sundays is The Observer. Both newspapers are in the ownership 

of Guardian Media Group. Keeble (2005) states the following:  

 

The ownership and business objectives of the Guardian Media Group (GMG) are 

distinct from other major newspaper owners. GMG is a private company 

completely owned by the Scott Trust that exists to protect and support the editorial 

objectives of the titles it owns. This means the company is more or less immune 

from takeover and can probably take a longer view on investment and its return 

than other publishers. (p.44) 

 

Aside from The Guardian and Observer newspapers, the remainder of GMG core 

business comprises Guardian News & Media, publisher of theguardian.com.  

The Guardian does not disguise its centre-left liberal political stance and such is its 

reputation among readers. The readers are thought to be young, educated, and majority of 

them supposed to be members of middle-class. Johansson (2007) insists that “the Times 

and the Guardian, have the most affluent and well educated readerships, with over 50 per 

cent of readers in the AB (upper professional and managerial) social grades” (p.24). The 

readers also acknowledge the fact that The Guardian is besides other things a national 

newspaper that has well-structured designated classified advertising, forming sections like 

Media, Education and Society and what particularly young readers appreciate the most, 

these sections includes jobs and property in great numbers.  

 Similarly to the Daily Mail, The Guardian offers the online news service. Steen 

(2008) states that “The Guardian, through Guardian Unlimited, were first to produce a 

Web version” (p.37). The website covers much more than just news coverage. There can 

be found sections devoted to sport, culture, business, money, life & lifestyle, travel, 

environment, tech, or TV. 

 The structure of the newspaper is distinctive. Starting with the front page that 

embraces the usual traits such as main story enriched with decent headline and picture, 

then 2 more stories, and a masthead providing the newspaper name in the form of logo, 

price, date of publication, website, and barcode. The first coherent part pursues national 

news, while also containing a few advertisements. This part fills 18 pages in length. Where 

the national news terminate, the international commence. The international news section 

continues until the financial part is encountered. Financial news and reports begin 
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approximately between pages 23-26 and disappear around the 30
th

 page. Somewhere 

among these pages is usually located the ‘eyewitness’, a large picture unrelated to news 

articles, but showing some topical issue or current event. Browsing onwards, non-news 

sections like obituaries, reviews, and comment & debate are expected to be found. 

According to the day, Education, Media, or Society follows. Sport finishes the content of 

The Guardian as the last individual chapter. The sports section tends to be slightly broader 

since it covers eight pages of the newspaper and includes a weather forecast on the last 

page but one. In summary, The Guardian offers very accurately labelled content, which is 

transparent and on top of that offers a the tabloid supplement filled with the typical content 

of popular press plus contains pages that include Arts, Television, Radio, and Puzzles.  
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3. METHOD OF ANALYSIS 

 

 The aim of this chapter is to introduce some basic rules regarding the following 

analysis. Two pairs of football match reports are examined with the main focus on the 

structure of the text, layout, register, vocabulary, and bias. Each report is analysed 

individually. Texts 1, 3 are obtained from the Daily Mail, while Texts 2,4 are obtained 

from The Guardian. Firstly, the topic and context of the article are introduced in order to 

better understand the event. Subsequently, the location and significance of the article in the 

publication are assessed. Furthermore, the layout of the page containing the report is 

described with stress on photographs and headlines. In addition, the headline and the sub-

headline are analysed in detail in single paragraphs. The following paragraph deals with 

the structure of the text and studies the leading paragraph, length of the paragraphs, and 

length of the sentences. The next part concerns chiefly vocabulary and register. More 

specifically, the occurrence of passive voice, phrasal verbs, football terminology, jargon, 

emotive, sophisticated, and imaginative language is discussed. The bias, degree of 

criticism, possible formed opinions, and influence on the reader are examined as the final 

elements of the analysis. Lastly, a brief summary is offered to emphasise the most 

important differences between the articles from the Daily Mail and The Guardian.      
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4. ANALYSIS 

 

Analysis 1 

The first analysis utilises two football match reports concerning on of the English 

domestic cups. Ian Ladyman is the author of the report printed in the Daily Mail whereas 

Daniel Taylor happens to be the writer of the report for The Guardian. In this case the 

domestic cup is The Football Association Community Shield commonly known as the 

Super Cup. The rules are very simple. The winner of the English Barclay’s Premier 

League and the winner of The Football Association Cup, which is regarded as the most 

prestigious Cup in the United Kingdom, encounter each other in one game and the club 

that achieves victory also wins the trophy. The match is played just before the start of the 

new season and takes place on neutral ground. It is probably fair to say, that The FA 

Community Shield does not count among the most prestigious competitions, but every 

triumph is considered as a success and even more every loss is seen as a failure in the 

football world nowadays. The game in which the aspirant to win as many trophies as 

possible Manchester City FC defeated a similar candidate Chelsea FC was chosen for the 

needs of the first analysis in this thesis. Lastly, the result of the game was affected by the 

early red card given to Serbia defender Branislav Ivanovic thus it makes the article a bit 

more interesting for the objective of the analysis.  

 

Text 1 (see Appendix: Text 1) 

The report appears on the 58
th

 as well as on 59
th

 page out of 72. It is a case of the 

second article in the sport section right after a single page filled with golf-related content. 

The Olympics taking place in the United Kingdom just finished the day before the 

publication thus the rest of the sport section deals with Olympic coverage, especially as the 

particular Monday was the first day after the closing ceremony. Nevertheless, one 

exception occurs in form of two pages dedicated to cricket on the last two-page spread. 

Owing to the position and extent of the chosen football report in the publication, the article 

seems to be neither of any special importance nor negligible.  

The layout of the article looks inventively. The whole text of the report is situated 

on the first page exclusively in the upper half and has a form of four columns. The bottom 

part of the page consists of an advertisement related to watching football on television. 

Namely Sky TV which is surely cunning. The first half of the striking headline is located at 

the top of the page. The final score, the name of the author supplemented with the picture 
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of his face, and the sub-headline are situated right below the headline. On the right side 

next to the sub-headline fits the smallest of three photographs that portrays the referee 

Kevin Friend showing the red card to Branislav Ivanovic who looks surprised. 

Furthermore, there is utilised a note commenting the foregoing photograph as well as the 

largest one, which is split in half and depicts the unlucky Chelsea defender making the 

two-footed sliding tackle. The third snapshot already occurs on the second page and 

captures Manchester City player Carlos Tevez celebrating his decisive goal. Below the 

picture can be again found a relevant note, name of the photographer, and match facts 

including the line-up with formation in brackets, substitutions, scorers, bookings, player 

ratings, referee, and attendance. The page is also divided into two halves. The upper half is 

completed with the editorial related to the game whereas the whole bottom half covers 

football results, upcoming fixtures, and brief information regarding other sports.  

The employed headline belongs to the typical category of popular press. Big 

enough to cover a two-page spread and written in capital letters to emphasize the bold font 

the headline says ‘FIRST BLOOD TO CITY’. The headline surely excites the reader’s 

feelings. It is tempting to be under the impression that City is a gang of bloodthirsty 

murderers, merciless warriors, or cruel savages who has just hunted down the prey. 

Readers with less vivid imagination may be at least having the notion of the battle in which 

the City’s opponent bled to death. Moreover, the headline seems to imply that the defeat is 

probably huge and that the losing side suffered a lot. Potentially, the text sounds a bit 

sovereignly and hints that achieving the victory was not very difficult. Lastly, the word 

‘first’ certainly notifies the first significant victory or possibly the first won trophy and 

indicates that there should be more ‘blood to City’ in the new season. 

In contrast to headline, the sub-headline is approximately three times smaller. The 

font is also bold, but not written in capital letters. The sub-headline offers more 

information to the reader as it says ‘Ivanovic off and eight booked as Mancini’s men edge 

feisty clash’.  Therefore, four pieces of information are provided. The first suggests that 

Ivanovic was sent off, while the word ‘sent’ is omitted. The second hints that eight players 

were booked omitting the word ‘players’. The third provides the fact that Manchester City 

FC won the game as Roberto Mancini is their manager and the last mildly describes the 

nature of the game by saying ‘edge feisty clash’.  

The leading paragraph makes use of the slightly larger font than the rest of the 

article. In addition, the first letter of the paragraph is the size of five lines. Furthermore, the 

first two words are also written in capital letters. The paragraph does not provide any 
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details of the game, but the author merely emphasises the fact that the first competitive 

game of the season arrived, while the Olympics are about to finish. Apart from the leading 

paragraph, there are employed other twenty paragraphs using the same modest font. Each 

paragraph consists of no more than 3 sentences. These sentences are both long and short. 

Some of the longer complex sentences even comprise the whole paragraph. The first six 

paragraphs, excluding the leading one, deal with the most important matters such as 

dividing teams into the winner and loser, the consequences of the result, the sending-off 

and its impact on the game, the location of the event, and two quotes from the 

aforementioned manager of the winning side commenting the influence of the given red 

card on the game. Moreover, the first six paragraphs, plus the leading paragraph, include 

‘the five W’s’, the term explained by Keeble (2005) as “‘[w]ho’, ‘what’, ‘where’, ‘when’ 

and ‘why’” (p.111). Andrews (2005) further suggests that “[a]nswering these questions – 

and the supplementary question How? – usually allows us to assemble all the information 

needed to understand a story, although it is not always necessary to answer all of them in 

the intro” (p.65). The remaining paragraphs describe individual plays and other related 

matters in chronological order, even though the very last two paragraphs concern with the 

poor behaviour of supporters mainly towards Chelsea captain John Terry and other 

possible sending-offs. Hence, the last two paragraphs consist of the least important 

information. Subsequently, the author offers his email address at the end of the article. In 

conclusion, the article has the structure of inverted pyramid, which is according to Steen 

(2008), “[made] on the basis that the most important elements should come early, and that 

the copy could be cut from the bottom without losing anything essential” (90). 

 The use of the vocabulary is quite assorted, however, the text does not give the 

impression of being formal to the reader. For example the elision is used in the negative 

form of the verb ‘do’ twice throughout the text. Similarly, the elision is employed in the 

modal verb ‘could’ in 16
th

 paragraph of the report. In contrast, the elision is omitted in the 

sentence ‘Just in front of him, John Obi Mikel was not much better’, which makes the 

whole elision usage inconsistent. Although it is not necessarily an attribute of formal 

language, the use of passive voice is nearly nowhere to be found in this article. More 

specifically, it is not found in the description of the football match as in the last two 

paragraphs dealing with the additional information the passive voice occurs abruptly 

several times for instance ‘was subjected’ or ‘was thrown out’. The latter is at the same 

time an example of the feature of informal language. The verbs combined with an adverb 

or preposition are termed phrasal verbs and there are more examples all over the text such 
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as ‘has gone on’, fell over’, ‘turned out’, or ‘pick up’.  Since the article deals with the 

football match, the utilization of the limited terminology and possibly jargon is expected. 

The reader can encounter expressions such as ‘sending-off’ as well as its synonym 

‘dismissal’, ‘first-half’, ‘studs’, ‘net’, or ‘to convert’ in the text. As an example of jargon 

can be considered the expression ‘backheel’ referring to a pass executed by the player’s 

heel or ‘cut-back’ which means passing the ball neatly back to a team-mate by using the 

countermovement of the opponent. Very interesting is the imaginative way of describing 

particular situations in the following two sentences. The first sentence is ‘The dam, such as 

it was, burst in the 53
rd

 minute when the imperious Yaya Toure drove a fierce shot into the 

corner after John Terry had only partially cleared’. In this case the metaphor refers to the 

advent of the turning point of the match. The second metaphor can be found in the 

sentence ‘With half an hour left they already looked as though they felt they couldn’t win 

and when Samir Nasri stretched to convert a Kolarov cross in the 65
th

 minute it briefly 

looked as though they might succumb to an avalanche.’ The ending of the foregoing 

sentence alludes that with still plenty time to go Manchester City FC looked most likely to 

concede even more goals. Furthermore, the choice of vocabulary tends to be emotive in 

cases like ‘thundering climax’, ‘scored expertly’, ‘fierce shot’, ‘he was a liability’, or 

‘gaping net’. Clearly, the last two examples are also related to the critical tone of the 

author.  

As the article describes a domestic competition between two English clubs, the bias 

can be barely found. But the author inclines to be notably critical of no matter what or who 

he picks. By saying ‘David Luiz remains a problem at centre half’ and ‘he was a liability’ 

he harshly criticises Chelsea defender for his performance. The expression ‘gaping net’ is 

used to mock Manchester City forward Sergio Aguero, because of his inability to score a 

goal in the obvious opportunity. The sign of sarcasm can be noticed when Costel 

Pantilimon is called ‘the champions’ goalkeeper’ who ‘spilled a low shot from Daniel 

Sturridge’. Furthermore, the adjective ‘low’ demeans the quality of the shot and obliquely 

suggests that the goalkeeper should have done better. Previously, right in the beginning of 

the second paragraph the defeat for Chelsea is emphasised by saying that they have to 

‘downgrade’ to now only six possible silverwares in the upcoming season. The 

dissatisfaction with the spirit of the game is obvious as the author compares it to the 

Olympics on numerous occasions for instance ‘the Olympic spirit has not yet permeated 

the thick skin of our national game’ in the very last paragraph. In addition, Chelsea winger 

Eden Hazard is picked to be derided through a mention of his misplay, which did not really 
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have an impact on the game. Although Carlos Tevez scored the decisive goal and both the 

goal and his performances are praised, the Manchester City forward is also marked as 

‘capricious’ and ‘unpredictable’. On the other hand, there are paid some compliments as 

well. Another Manchester City player Yaya Toure is recounted as ‘imperious’ due to his 

dominance in the midfield area. All in all, the article does not show any signs of bias, but it 

produces several persuasive opinions thanks to the critical tone of the author and use of the 

aforementioned vocabulary. 

 

Text 2 (see Appendix: Text 2) 

The report exceptionally occurs on the 16
th

 page out of 20, but it does not mean that 

the sport section was transferred from the end of The Guardian and put right after the 

international news in the front. As mentioned before the day of the publication was 

simultaneously the first day after the Summer Olympics termination. Therefore, the sport 

section enlarged up to the size of 20 pages and employed its own pagination. The 

Olympics covers the first 14 pages and are subsequently followed by one page of cricket, 

two pages of football, one page of golf, and by the rest of the content which does not deal 

with articles anymore. Accordingly, the football is given more space than the rest 

excluding the glorified event, of course. Moreover, both pages are dedicated to the only 

match, which shows its importance on that day. In conclusion, the FA Community Shield 

looks to be regarded as a significant fixture by the editor. 

 The layout of the article is very tidy and clearly arranged. The text of the article is 

divided into four columns placed below the reasonable headline in terms of size. No sub-

headline is used after, just the name of the author as well as the name of the location where 

the match took place occur. Furthermore, the match facts appear and include the score with 

all the scorers, attendance, referee, and line-ups showed in formation on the coloured 

football pitch with both used and unused substitutes situated next to it. The bookings are 

neither missing as the players who were booked are marked with the associated colour of 

the card. The match facts are organised superbly and smartly. The picture depicting the 

crucial moment of the game lies further below the text. The photograph captures the tackle 

on Manchester City defender Aleksandar Kolarov and is further supplemented with a note 

including the name of the photographer. Lastly, the report is surrounded by two articles 

dealing with the additional topics of the game and there are two more on the other page 

along with exactly the same advertisement like in the Daily Mail.  
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 The headline has the form of a complete sentence thus avoids omitting words and 

says in full wording ‘Menacing Tevez shows City intent as Chelsea are exposed and 

overwhelmed’. Two lines long text suggests the winner as well as the loser of the match 

and also names the player who scored the most important goal. The word ‘intent’ is 

classified as a formal expression. The whole sentence sounds decent and the all adjectives 

are implying the reality rather than trying to provoke the reader’s reaction. Perhaps the 

adjective ‘menacing’ is less timid in terms of arousing emotions, but it does not extend 

beyond the given boundary.   

The report consists of 10 paragraphs of the same size and font. Every paragraph 

contains one to four sentences. The tendency to make use of longer texts can be noticed 

especially in the paragraphs formed by only one or two sentences. The short sentences also 

occur, but they are in the minority. In total, 29 sentences are used to describe the event. 

The first six of them comprise the first three paragraphs and offer considerable amount of 

background information such as Manchester City manager’s view on the chances of his 

team in the upcoming season, the mention of transfers, or partial reminder of the last 

season’s standing. The first paragraph does not stand out, however, it hints the nature of 

the game, whereas the third paragraph deals mostly with the assessment of the winner’s 

squad. The rest of the article chronologically pursue the essential moments of the game 

starting with the red card incident. However, with the exception of the last two paragraphs 

of which content is the least significant as it comments the other possible bookings, the 

performance of two Chelsea players, plus the verdict that the both clubs need to improve. 

In summary, the article obviously employs the inverted pyramid structure and besides 

other things offers the background information. 

Overall the language tends to be rather formal and the occurrence of passive voice 

is common. The purpose of its occurrence in the following examples ‘damage was done’, 

‘Roberto Di Matteo’s side were reminded’, and ‘Chelsea captain was also subjected to 

chants’ is to present the information as the result of the action and as the fact. On the other 

hand, the active voice is preferred in the actual description of the action. Nevertheless, the 

article is not purely formal as it may look until now. Occasionally a phrasal verb like 

‘dwell on’, ‘came in’, or ‘got off’ appears. Still, these examples do not greatly vitiate the 

formal qualities of the report. In addition, the use of football terminology is not bypassed 

so expressions such as ‘goalkeeping’, ‘red card’, ‘first half’, ‘studs’, ‘blitz’ and ‘equalise’ 

are found it the article. Furthermore, the reader encounters jargon, for instance ‘jabbed out 

a foot to divert a cross’, ‘Nasri slipping a pass to Tevez who ducked along the edge of the 
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penalty area’, or ‘Toure had buried an emphatic right-foot shot past Petr Cech’. In fact, the 

report is full of impressive vocabulary especially adjectives such as ‘affronted’, ‘erratic’, 

‘accomplished’, ‘mitigating’, ‘emphatic’ or nouns such as ‘acquisition’, ‘ordeal’, or 

‘ignominy’. In other words, the language is fairly consistent in the register throughout the 

whole text.  

The bias does not belong to the elements examined in this text as there is none to be 

found. Nonetheless, the tone is formal thus a lot of factual information is provided to the 

reader. However, some opinions of the author are outlined too, but there is no real pressure 

exerted on the reader to be influenced by them. The author keeps his sensible attitude when 

evaluating the players as well. The goalkeeping of Manchester City player Costel 

Pantilimon is described as ‘erratic’, Branislav Ivanovic’s tackle is judged reckless and 

foolish as it really was, Yaya Toure and Samir Nasri are considered as ‘the driving forces 

showing flashes of brilliance’, the match is described as ‘a demoralising experience’ for 

John Terry complemented with the mention of him being ‘subjected to chants about his 

recent court case’, the City’s second goal is labelled ’a beauty’, and the failure of Sergio 

Aguero in front of the empty goal is described decently as follows ’Sergio Aguero turned 

wide the easiest chance of the match’. Moreover, Carlos Tevez is praised for his 

performance and mainly his attitude by stating that he ‘appears to be playing with a clear 

head’, ‘Chelsea is said to be ‘vulnerable’ and ‘ordinary’, and Eden Hazard’s introduction 

to English football is reported as ‘undistinguished’ and ‘notable mostly for an early dive’. 

Lastly, the aim of the report is to inform and describe rather than entertain and the author 

does not exaggerate and deride anybody.    

 

Summary of the analysis 

The analysis demonstrates three major differences between the chosen texts. Firstly, 

Text 1 tends to be informal whereas Text 2 is rather formal. Secondly, there is a significant 

difference between both headlines. The headline in Text 1 is a typical example of tabloid 

journalism as the headline is big, easily catches attention of the reader, and possesses 

imaginative meaning. On the contrary, the headline employed in Text 2 calmly summarises 

the match and serves more as a very short introduction. Lastly, the way how the players are 

treated is worth mentioning. Text 1 tends to be rather harsh and critical towards them, 

while Text 2 seems to quite neutral and factual in this matter.  
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Analysis 2 

The second analysis also deals with two football match reports, but this time the 

articles concern the European competition. Matt Barlow, writing for the Daily Mail and 

Kevin McCarra, writing for The Guardian offer reports from the most prestigious club 

competition in European football, the UEFA Champions League commonly known as the 

Champions League. The competition is played annually by the best 32 football clubs from 

across Europe. The clubs are divided into 8 groups in which they play 6 matches and 

confront one another twice. The group stage is followed by the knockout phase, where 16 

previously qualified clubs continue to play in round of 16, quarter-finals, semi-finals, and 

the final according to draw. The analysis employs the reports of the game in which the 

representative of English football Arsenal FC defeated Greek champions Olympiakos FC 

at home at the Emirates Stadium. It is a case of just the second game in the group stage, 

however, the importance of every match in this competition is huge. 

 

Text 3 (see Appendix: Text 3) 

 The article appears on the 4
th

 double page of the sport section which is also the 

penultimate double page of the publication. The exact pages are numbered 84 and 85. The 

arrangement of the sport content lays stress on football as the football news cover more 

than half of the section. The report is placed in the middle of the football-related content, 

which follows cricket, horse riding, rugby, tennis, and formula one news. The significance 

of the chosen report seems to be slightly lesser in contrast to the closing report concerning 

the same competition, but different English club. Nevertheless, the position of the analysed 

article is still very strong. 

 The layout of the double page is well organised, even though the report is 

surrounded by some previews and other information regarding football events. The text of 

the article has a form of nine columns and the first two columns are more extensive than 

the remaining seven. On the whole, the text looks to be subordinate for the effect of the 

large photograph, which is placed at the centre of the two-page spread and shows Arsenal 

midfield player Aaron Ramsey scoring the third goal in the 90
th

 minute of the game. 

Furthermore, the picture contains a note praising the style and elegance of the finishing, 

name of the photographer, group’s table, and additional short article regarding the game by 

Sam Cunningham. The detailed match facts including the score, scorers, line-ups with 

formations, player ratings, substitutes, both managers, bookings, referee, attendance, and 

name of the stadium where the match took place are located next to the picture on the left. 



 

 23   

The leading paragraph, the sub-headline, and the author’s name with the picture of his face 

are situated right next to the match facts. Lastly, all the aforementioned content lies below 

the spacious headline.  

 The headline possesses the typical features of the popular press style. It is 

considerably big, written in capital letters, and employs the bold font. The headline says 

‘GUNNERS RUN INTO FORM’. The expression ‘Gunners’ stands for the nickname of 

the club and the rest of the headline ‘run into form’ simply evokes a positive reaction about 

the performance and the result. All in all, the attitude of the headline towards the English 

football club is rather friendly. 

 On the other hand, the sub-headline reveals more information and cast a doubt on 

the Arsenal defence by saying in exact wording ‘But victory only masks more back 

problems’. The choice of vocabulary is interesting for example the word ‘problem’ 

incorporates a negative meaning and words ‘but’ and ‘only’ diminish the main headline as 

well as the result. Moreover, the sub-headline also employs the bold font, but in terms of 

size it is much smaller in contrast to headline.  

 The leading paragraph naturally follows the sub-headline and stands out among the 

remaining 27 paragraphs thanks to the slightly larger font and the fact that the first three 

words are written in capital letters. Furthermore, the first letter of the paragraph is 

approximately half the size of any letter in the headline. The leading paragraph makes 

reference to the former sprinter and Olympic legend Michael Johnson who paid a brief 

visit to the English club. The author does not provide any additional details of the visit, 

however, he sarcastically questions the Arsenal performance by implying that the 

‘Olympian levels of excellence’ were not reached. The remaining paragraphs make use of 

lower case letters. The length of each paragraph ranges from one to three sentences, but 

mostly only one sentence comprises the whole paragraph. Hence, the sentences tend to be 

longer. The most information in the first quarter of the report revolves around the match. 

For example the author remarks that Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger watched the game 

from the stands and further mentions the influence of the absent Arsenal defender Per 

Mertesacker on the team as well as the Arsenal’s position in the group stage, or the 

impressive Olympiakos’ record in their domestic league. Subsequently, the actual match 

report commenting the highlights of the game commences and continues until the end of 

the article. Nonetheless, there are several exceptions for instance the explanation why 

Arsene Wenger was not allowed to manage his team during the match, the observation 

about the presence of the English national team manager at the stadium, or the fleeting 
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reminder of the former Arsenal forward Robin van Persie. The last paragraph sums up the 

article and the author once more conveniently mentions the Olympic gold medallist. In 

short, the structure of the report resembles the structure of inverted pyramid, but the ending 

is quite accurately measured and rehearsed thus it would be difficult to shorten the text. 

 The vocabulary used in the article is diverse and the language of the text is rather 

informal. Although, the text sometimes resembles the formal register and the passages 

using the following expressions ‘to apply a header’, ‘the disorganised nature of the game’, 

or ‘they failed to apply pressure’ along with the other cases employing passive voice such 

as ‘the captain was unmarked’ and ‘Olympiakos were exposed’ illustrate that. 

Nevertheless, the informal features of the language are represented in bigger number. The 

application of phrasal verbs is considerable for instance ‘rattled in’, ‘cropped up’, ‘gazed 

down’ or ‘drift out’. Furthermore, the occurrence of imaginative expressions such as 

‘triggered a frantic spell’, ‘relief washed around the Emirates’, ‘handed the initiative to the 

visitors’, and ‘the clock ticked into stoppage time’ also represents the informal language. 

The term ‘stoppage time’ belongs to the football terminology along with the other 

examples as ‘centre halves’, ‘goal-kick’, ‘corner’, ‘kick-off’, ‘bar’, ‘free-kick’, ‘post’, or 

‘set-pieces’. Moreover, some signs of use of jargon can be observed for instance ‘a neat 

clip’, ‘miscued’, ‘side-footer’, and ‘scrambled back’. In brief, some adjectives such as 

‘jittery’, ‘sloppy’, and ‘heavy-legged’ underline the rather informal tone of the article as 

well as they imply the critical attitude of the author towards the home team. 

Thanks to the fact that the report concerns with the football match in which the 

English club encounters the club from abroad some sort of bias in favour of the English 

club is naturally expected. Nevertheless, it is quite the opposite. The author is greatly 

concerned with the imperfect defence of Arsenal FC and criticise their performance several 

times throughout the article. He describes the Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger as ‘skittish’ 

when watching the game and points out that ‘against a more clinical team, the hosts might 

have been trailing’. The great emphasis is placed on mistakes made by Arsenal players for 

example the goalkeeper Vito Mannone is mocked due to missing his team-mate with a pass 

‘by yards’, Santi Cazorla is accused of spoiling a simple pass by stating that he ‘miscued a 

simple side-footer’, both Arsenal centre defenders are further questioned as they ‘were 

dragged underneath a right-wing’ thus let down their goalkeeper, plus their other 

challenges are described as ‘rash’ and ‘reckless’. The negative tone towards the home team 

is noticeable from the beginning to the end of the article and even the delineation of goals 

incorporates a reference to the element of luck with the exception of the third goal scored 
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by Aaron Ramsey. In addition, the words ‘foraging’ and ‘outburst’ complete the list of 

emotive vocabulary used in the report. In short, the author seems to be enjoying the 

criticising and presents the article more as an opinion than a fact, while the article is 

surprisingly biased against the English club. 

 

Text 4 (see Appendix: Text 4) 

The report occurs on the 39
th

 page in the sports section of the newspaper. More 

specifically, it represents the second largest article in the football section. The largest 

football report deals with the other Champions league game which is probably slightly 

more attractive as the foreign opponent has more resounding name than in this case 

Olympiakos FC. The football section is preceded by two pages dedicated to rugby, horse 

racing, formula one, and tennis and is followed by a double page containing the cricket 

content, plus weather forecast and crosswords as it is a habit of The Guardian. To finish, 

the football section itself consist of several less significant news placed on the first page 

and the aforementioned two reports covering three pages altogether.  

The chosen article extends over one page of the publication, however, it lets some 

space to advertisement and football, cricket, golf, tennis results and fixtures at the bottom. 

The layout of the page is very well organised, likewise is the layout of the report. The 

modest headline is situated above the text and most importantly above the highly visible 

picture portraying the Welsh Arsenal midfielder scoring the last goal of the game. The 

photograph is supplemented with a short note printed in bold including also the name of 

the photographer. The text is supported by additional information in form of match facts 

and the table of particular group along with the results and remaining fixtures. In more 

detail, the match facts are comprised of the score, scorers, line-ups, substitutes, formations, 

and referee. Furthermore, the small snapshot of the author’s face, his name, and the name 

of the stadium completes the content. The text is unevenly distributed into 4 columns and 

15 paragraphs at the same time. Lastly, approximately one half of the text forms the first 

column, while the rest of the text fills the remaining three. 

The headline says ‘Ramsey adds gloss on nervy night for Arsenal’. Obviously it is 

not the case of sensationalism. The headline seems to be unexceptional and ordinary, but it 

cleverly summarises the whole match in one short sentence. Aaron Ramsey is praised for 

scoring the neat late goal which merely improves the result and makes it look more 

convincing. Therefore, the author says that ‘Ramsey adds gloss’ while the rest of the 

headline ‘nervy night for Arsenal’ adequately characterises the nature of the game. 
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Accordingly, the reader comes to believe that the game was not easy for Arsenal and that 

the result probably does not precisely reflect the reality on the pitch. All in all, the headline 

perfectly serves as an introduction to the reader. 

The article consists of 15 paragraphs employing the same small size and font. Each 

paragraph is composed of at least one and no more than four sentences. The length of the 

sentences varies as there can be found the short as well as the long. The single sentence 

even forms the whole paragraph three times in this report. In total, 37 sentences occur and 

majority of them tends to be longer. The content of the text is organised strangely at least 

in contrast to other analysed texts. The actual action or in other words the highlights from 

the game are described only in three paragraphs, plus in the note, which is associated with 

the picture. The other paragraphs mostly discuss the nature of the game and comment the 

performances of both teams. In the very beginning the author mentions that the Arsenal 

manager Arsene Wenger watched the game as a spectator because of his ban thus was 

replaced by his assistant Steve Bould. In addition, two quotations appear and make the 

report look factual and credible. More specifically, Steve Bould refers to the result and the 

upcoming fixture in the first quotation while the second quotation offers the Arsenal 

captain’s view on the performance. Furthermore, the position of both clubs in the 

competition is outlined as well as the glimpse into the unsettled Arsenal squad in terms of 

its changeability.  To sum up, the report reads well, although the structure does not seem to 

be restricted by any evident rules and the description of the action is limited.   

The article employs formal register, therefore appropriate vocabulary occurs. 

Furthermore, the common use of passive voice proves the formal tone for example ‘the 

Arsenal captain was disappointed’, ‘Victory was deserved’, ‘cross was blocked’, or 

‘Olympiakos were kept at bay’. Moreover, the following four inconspicuous phrasal verbs 

‘held on’, ‘round off’, ‘deal with’ and ‘set up’ appear in the text, but do not violate the 

register. On the other hand, the football terminology is numerously represented throughout 

the article by expressions such as ‘stoppage time’, ‘touchline ban’, ‘clean sheet’, ‘centre-

half’, ‘knockout stage’, or ‘cross’. In addition, the expressions ‘warm-up’, ‘berth’, and 

‘low drive’ may be considered as jargon. The report also contains relatively sophisticated 

vocabulary including nouns ‘endeavour’, ‘overhaul’, ‘alterations’, ‘vigour’ and adjectives 

‘luxurious’, ‘incongruous’, ‘detached’, ‘agonising’, or ‘spasmodic’. On the whole, this 

particular match report is the typical case of serious piece of writing. 

The analysed text tends to be rather neutral, but also slightly biased in favour of the 

English club. The author emphasises the strong position of not only Arsenal FC but also 
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the other English clubs in the competition. The performance of Arsenal FC is further 

supported by stating that ‘the European scene is the setting in which they are more likely to 

flourish’. The author also praises the performance of the opponent from Greece, but never 

really accuses Arsenal FC of making any mistake or playing badly. Instead, Arsenal is 

partially excused by stating that they ‘continue to be a work in progress after some 

recasting of the squad in a summer’. The English club is simply shown in the better light 

and convincingly presented as the winner, even though there was ‘a need to marshall 

forces and protect the advantage’ and achieving the victory was ‘full of jeopardy’ but 

‘fascination’ as well. Accordingly, the nature of the game is described as ‘a pleasure’ for 

anyone ‘who cared for excitement and unpredictability’ thus the attractiveness of the match 

is highly rated. In conclusion, the report is considerably factual, but it also produces its 

own view on the match which is positive towards the domestic club.     

 

Summary of the analysis 

The analysis illustrates two basic differences between the selected texts. Firstly, 

Text 3 appears to be rather informal in comparison to Text 4 which is highly formal. It is 

fair to say that there were also found some features of the formal language in Text 3, but 

they do not affect the text to such degree that would diminish the significant difference. 

Secondly, the application of bias in Text 3 greatly varies from Text 4. More specifically, 

the bias against the English club occurs in Text 3, while the bias in favour of the English 

club occurs in Text 4. It is not an extreme case in either text, but the bias is noticeable 

enough to be examined. Moreover, the headline employed in Text 3 is positive in contrast 

to the subsequent content of the report whereas the headline used in Text 4 corresponds 

with the related content. Lastly, the photographs in both texts portray the same moment 

and show it just from different angle which is interesting. 
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5. CONCLUSION 

 

  

 The aim of the thesis was to ascertain which language features occur in the articles, 

what kinds of structure and layout of the reports are employed, to what degree readers may 

be influenced by the content, and to what degree the content is biased. Firstly, the register 

plays a big role in distinguishing the Daily Mail from The Guardian. The Daily Mail tends 

to be rather informal thanks to the frequent occurrence of diverse vocabulary, imaginative 

expressions, and phrasal verbs. On the other hand, The Guardian uses formal register 

which means more common use of passive voice, neutral, impressive and sophisticated 

vocabulary, along with providing the factual information. Secondly, the layout of the 

report in the Daily Mail is ordinarily too busy in contrast to the tidy and transparent layout 

in The Guardian. The headlines differ in size and conspicuousness, plus the Daily Mail 

further offers a sub-headline and leading paragraph. Thirdly, the Daily Mail obviously tries 

to influence reader by forming opinions and being critical and captious all the while. On 

the contrary, The Guardian seems to be rather neutral or possibly slightly nationalist. That 

leads to the bias which is found only in the second part of the analysis when examining 

Texts 2 and 4. The Guardian stayed loyal to the aforesaid, but the Daily Mail was 

surprisingly biased against the English club participating in the European competition. 

That may only confirm the common knowledge that the British media, in this case the 

journalists, are very demanding in terms of quality of the game which creates considerable 

pressure on the players. 

 Moreover, the number of employed paragraphs systematically varies, but more 

importantly the difference in providing match facts is worth mentioning. The Guardian 

furnishes with more background and factual information regarding the match whereas the 

Daily Mail tends to describe the action and primarily lays stress on player ratings. This 

finding may be considered as another opinion making device used to influence reader. 

However, the style of writing no less depends on the author and his skills. Lastly, the most 

popular middle-market newspaper in the United Kingdom simply wants to catch attention 

of the reader in a similar manner as the tabloids do, while the other major British 

newspaper The Guardian keeps the conservative formal approach to writing. 
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SUMMARY IN CZECH 

 

 Tato bakalářská práce porovnává reportáže z fotbalových utkání, které byly 

uveřejněné v britských denících Daily Mail a The Guardian. Práce se zaměřuje na hledání 

charakteristických prvků v textu a nejen tam. Dále také rozebírá strukturu textu, grafickou 

úpravu a rozložení stránky, použitou slovní zásobu a zaujatost obsahu. Teoretická část 

představuje britské noviny a jejich rozdělení, zkoumá rozdíly mezi seriózním a bulvárním 

tiskem a nabízí detailnější popis obou dříve zmíněných deníků tak, aby se připravila půda 

pro analýzu. Metoda analýzy jednoduše popisuje pravidla pro samotnou analýzu, která se 

skládá ze čtyř samostatně rozebraných textů. Analyzované texty jsou ještě doplněny dvěma 

krátkými přehledy, které shrnují hlavní rozdíly. Závěr nabízí výsledky a shrnutí práce.   
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APPENDIX 

 

Text 1: Daily Mail: FIRST BLOOD TO CITY 
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Text 1: Daily Mail: FIRST BLOOD TO CITY 
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Text 2: The Guardian: Menacing Tevez shows City intent as Chelsea are exposed and 

overwhelmed 
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Text 3: Daily Mail: GUNNERS RUN INTO FORM 
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Text 3: Daily Mail: GUNNERS RUN INTO FORM 
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Text 4: The Guardian: Ramsey adds gloss on nervy night for Arsenal 

 


