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1 INTRODUCTION 

This bachelor thesis deals with the progressive aspect. Its main aim 

is to study the progressive aspect and its use in the English language. It 

also analyses the occurrence of this aspect in different selected texts and 

compares these texts with each other concerning the progressive aspect. 

Four types of texts which are analyzed are following: administrative texts, 

literary texts, publicistic texts and scientific texts. 

The thesis is divided into two parts. The first part is theoretical and 

the second part is practical. The aim of the theoretical part is to study the 

progressive aspect and the tenses in which it occurs. It describes the 

progressive aspect, verbs in the relation to progressive form, present 

participle and all progressive tenses. In this part there is also mentioned 

the difference between the present participle and the gerund. The 

theoretical part further describes all progressive tenses – their forms, 

characteristics and ways of using. In this study there is the comparison of 

the progressive tenses and their equivalents included. The main sources 

which were used for this part are A Comprehensive Grammar of the 

English Language by Randolph Quirk, A Grammar of Contemporary 

English by Randolph Quirk, Mluvnice současné angličtiny na pozadí 

češtiny by Libuše Dušková, A Practical English Grammar by Audrey J. 

Thomson and Agnes V. Martinet and Longman English Grammar by Louis 

G. Alexander.    

The practical part of this thesis concerns with the percent 

occurrence of the progressive tenses in different types of texts. The texts 

which are analyzed are administrative texts, literary texts, publicistic texts 

and scientific texts. This part also contains the comparison of the 

occurrence of the different progressive tenses in one type of text. Finally, 

the practical part includes the comparison of all verbal tenses used in all 

selected texts. For better orientation in the practical part all results of the 

analysis are demonstrated in graphs. The practical part is complemented 
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with relevant examples from selected texts. The sources used for the 

practical part are following: official websites of particular governmental 

institution and a bank (e.g. European Union), printed books (e.g. A 

Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens), websites of the journals The 

Telegraph and The Washington Post and a scientific book and a textbook.  

It is assumed that the percent occurrence of the progressive tenses 

will be the highest in literary texts in comparison with other types of texts 

as literary texts are usually very rich in different kinds of verbal tenses. 

Another hypothesis is that the percent occurrence of all verbal tenses in 

progressive forms will be the lowest in administrative texts as these texts 

are usually written in a simple way with emphases on comprehensibility. 

The last assumption is that the future progressive tense and the future 

perfect progressive tense will only rarely occur in all types of texts. 
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2 PROGRESSIVE ASPECT  

All the English tenses have two forms. These are simple and 

progressive. The progressive forms are also known as continuous. The 

progressive forms always consist of the auxiliary verb ´to be´, which is 

conjugated in proper tense, and present participle. The progressive 

tenses are more specific than its equivalents in simple forms. That is the 

reason why the progressive tenses can be used without wider context.  

In the English language there are also two aspects to be 

distinguished, progressive and perfective. ´The term ASPECT refers to a 

grammatical category which reflects the way in which the verb action is 

regarded or experienced with respect to time.´ [1] The main difference 

between progressive and perfective aspects is that they refer to a specific 

action and determine if this action is already complete or not. However it 

can also occur that these two aspects are used simultaneously in one 

verb phrase. [2] 

Examples:  

a) ´I read a book that evening.´ 

b) ´I was reading a book that evening.´ [3] 

c) I have been reading. 

The ´a´ example refers to the action which is already complete. This 

sentence claims that the reader already knows what the book is about 

because he/she read all its pages. However the ´b´ example refers to the 

action which is still incomplete. It says that the reader did not read the 

whole book thus there are still some pages left. Nevertheless the reader 

has already a general idea of this book. The last sentence ´c´ is the 

example of simultaneous use of the progressive and perfective aspects. 
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In contrast to perfective aspect the progressive aspect, also called 

the ´durative or continuous aspect´ [4], refers to the action which is still in 

progress. In other words it means that this action is not finished yet. [5] 

Compare the following examples: 

a) Peter plays the guitar with his brother. 

b) Peter is playing the guitar with his brother. 

 The ´a´ example describes the regular situation which arises when 

Peter decides to play the guitar. It shows that he always plays the guitar 

with his brother. On the other hand the ´b´ example refers to a current 

situation which is happening at the moment of speaking. Although these 

two sentences occur in the same verbal tense, their aspects are different. 

For that reason differs also the meaning of the above mentioned 

sentences. 

 This difference between non-progressive and progressive aspects 

also occurs in the past tenses. [6]  

Compare: 

 a) Peter played the guitar with his brother. 

 b) Peter was playing the guitar with his brother.  
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3 VERBS IN RELATION TO PROGRESSIVE FORM  

In the English language exists a large number of verbs but not all of 

them can occur with the progressive aspect. On the other hand there are 

also verbs which can be used in both simple and progressive forms. They 

are consequently divided into specific categories. This classification can 

help a speaker to decide whether use the progressive form or not.   

3.1 Stative verbs 

Stative verbs are usually related with some unchangeable state, 

condition or situation. Thus they are rarely used in the progressive forms. 

The meaning of stative verbs is not compatible with the fact that they can 

exist in progress. These verbs therefore express an action which is in 

progress by using simple forms. This category includes verbs which 

describe states like emotion, cognition, perception etc. As an example can 

serve verbs ´love, hate, think, feel, remember, understand, want, need, 

exist´ etc.  

Grammarian Randolph Quirk divides this group of stative verbs into 

three subcategories. These are following: ´State progressive, Event 

progressive and Habitual progressive´. [7] State progressive verbs are 

always connected with a state and therefore they are not usually used 

with the progressive aspect. However they can occur with this aspect in 

particular cases. Thereafter they especially stress temporariness.  

Compare: 

a) We are sleeping in our living room. 

b) We sleep in our living room. 

The ´a´ example refers to some temporary situation. The sentence 

claims that this situation is only provisional and that it ends after some 
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time. The ´b´ example stresses the fact that the situation is permanent. In 

this case it means that we sleep in our living room every day. 

Event progressive verbs are always connected with an event which 

lasts for a period of time and it is not finished yet. However if a speaker 

refers to a present event it is appropriate to use the present progressive 

tense because it stresses duration of this event.  

See the following examples: 

a1) What are you writing right now?  

a2) I am writing my homework.  

b1) What do you write right now?    [incorrect] 

b2) I write my homework.     [incorrect] 

The examples ´a1-a2´ refer to an event which lasts for a specific 

period of time and it is still in progress. The examples ´b1-b2´ demonstrate 

the same situation. In addition, they also show the incorrect use of the 

present simple tense as it is appropriate to use the present progressive 

tense in this case. 

Habitual progressive verbs refer to a repeated action which 

happens regularly. It is also possible to combine this habitual meaning 

with the progressive tense. Nevertheless for this interpretation it is 

necessary to mention ´an adverbial of time position or of frequency´. [8]  

See the following examples: 

a) Whenever I go out, my grandmother is sitting in her chair. 

b) Whenever I meet my friend John, he is smiling. [9]  
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3.2 Dynamic verbs 

Dynamic verbs are usually related with a changing situation and 

therefore they describe activities, events or processes. These verbs are 

mainly used in progressive forms. Into this group of verbs also belong 

verbs which describe activities realized by inanimate forces and verbs 

which express an activity with a specific goal. This category also includes 

verbs describing events or actions which are in progress for a short period 

of time. Particular example of this group are verbs ´look, play, work, live, 

sing, come, cook, run, walk, fly, go, say´ etc. [10] 

Examples:  

a) It is snowing. 

b) It is getting dark. 

c) She is embroidering the tablecloth for her mother. 

d) Someone was knocking on the door. 

Despite the fact that dynamic verbs are mainly used in progressive 

forms of verbal tenses they can also occur in simple forms. The below 

mentioned examples confirm the possibility of using dynamic verbs in 

both, simple and progressive forms.  

Notice: 

a1) ´I´m listening to music.´     [progressive form] 

a2) ´I often listen to music.´ [11]   [simple form] 

To distinguish these verbs into subcategories it is necessary to 

respect three different criteria. These are, according to Randolph Quirk, 

the following types: ´durative/punctual, conclusive/nonconclusive and 

agentive/nonagentive.´ [12] The durative type describes a situation which 

lasts for a period of time and therefore it can always be used with the 



8 

 

progressive forms. On the other hand the punctual type verbs are not 

usually used with the progressive forms. The conclusive/nonconclusive 

differentiation depends on the fact that some types ´result in a change of 

state´ [13] and some of them do not. To determine this differentiation right 

it is also necessary to take into account if an action is already complete or 

not. Finally the agentive/nonagentive types refer to the subject of a 

sentence and determine if it is an agent of the action. [14]  

3.3 Other verbs 

Other verbs occur in both simple and progressive forms. These 

verbs are not unambiguous because they have more than just one 

meaning. The meaning differs in dependence on their use. If they are 

connected with simple form, the meaning differs from the meaning they 

gain by their use in progressive form. It is primarily referring to verbs 

which describe a sensory perception. In this case the simple form of the 

verbs is preferred. On the other hand it is also possible to use modal verb 

´can´ in this kind of sentence. However there is an exception and it 

consists of verbs which are used to express a gradual change. [15] 

See the following examples:  

a) ´I am hearing it better now.´ 

b) ´I am seeing it more clearly now.´ [16] 

c1) ´I am smelling the flowers.´ 

c2) ´I smell flowers.´ [17] 

d) I can smell flowers.     

The examples ´a´ and ´b´ refer to the above mentioned gradual 

change. These sentences are connected with a specific change of state. 

The examples ´c1´ and ´c2´ show the difference between the use of the 
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same verb in progressive and simple forms with a change in its meaning. 

The sentence ´c1´ claims that a speaker for example holds a bunch of 

flowers and he/she can actually smell it. However the sentence ´c2´ refers 

to a fact that in a neighbourhood of a speaker there are some flowers 

which he/she can smell but he does not have to necessary see or hold 

them. The sentence ´d´ refers to the above mentioned use of modal verb 

´can´.  

When a speaker uses the verbs ´sound, smell and taste´ [18] in a 

function of linking verbs then they only occur in simple forms. ´On the 

other hand the verbs feel and look can be used with an animate subject in 

both – progressive and simple forms – without a difference in meaning.´ 

[19] The simple form is usually connected with an inanimate subject 

nevertheless particular subjects are also linked with the progressive form. 

[20] 

Notice: 

a1) ´It sounds strange.´  a2) It is sounding strange. [incorrect] 

b1) ´It smells good.´   b2) It is smelling good.   [incorrect] 

c1) ´How do you feel?´  c2) ´How are you feeling?´ [21] 

The examples ´a1´ and ´b1´ refer to the use of the verbs sound and 

smell in a function of linking verbs. Therefore their use in the progressive 

form is incorrect which is demonstrated by examples ´a2´ and ´b2´. The 

examples ´c1-c2´ show the use of the verb feel in both simple and 

progressive forms without any difference in the meaning. 

The linking verbs ´be´ and ´have´ can also occur in the progressive 

form. When a speaker uses the verb ´be´ in the simple form, its meaning 

differs from the meaning which the verb takes when it is used in the 

progressive form. The linking verb ´have´ can occur in the progressive 

form when it is linked with a noun. [22]  
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Notice: 

a1) ´He is clever.´    a2) ´He is being clever.´ [23] 

b) She is having a shower right now.  

The examples ´a1-a2´ show the difference between the use of the 

verb ´be´ in the simple and progressive forms. While the first sentence 

demonstrates that the feature of the subject is permanent, the second 

example refers to a current situation. The sentence ´b´ is an example 

which demonstrates the use of the verb ´have´ in the progressive form.  

So far were mentioned only the verbs with a slight difference in the 

meaning in dependence on their use in the simple or progressive form. 

But there are also verbs which significantly differ in their meaning when 

considering this phenomenon. These verbs are rarely used in the 

progressive form.  

Compare: 

a1) ´I imagine he´ll come to his senses.´ 

a2) ´You´re imagining things.´ [24] 

b1) I see him. 

b2) I am seeing the dentist. 

 b3) I am seeing him. 

 b4) I am seeing the ghost of my grandpa almost every night. 

The example ´a1´ expresses an opinion of a speaker that the object 

´comes to his senses´ and for example changes his mind. However the 

sentence ´a2´ claims that the object makes up things. The example ´b1´ 

refers to a situation when the subject of the sentence can actually see him 

with his/her eyes. On the other hand the example ´b2´ expresses that the 
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subject of the sentence visits his/her dentist. The example ´b3´ expresses 

the relationship between the subject and object of the sentence. The last 

example ´b4´ describes the fact that the subject of the sentence is able to 

see something which anybody else cannot see. 
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4 PRESENT PARTICIPLE  

The present participle is one of the non-finite constructions what 

means that it cannot express the grammatical tense of the sentence in 

which it is used. This construction is formed by adding the ´-ing ending´ to 

the bare infinitive of a verb and therefore it is also called the ´-ing form´. 

The present participle is necessary for forming all the progressive tenses 

and it can occur in two forms. These are active and passive voice. The 

present participle has some specific ways of using. It can be either a part 

of a predicate or it can modify a noun. The participle occurs also in the 

Czech language but it is barely used, usually only literarily, therefore it is 

translated in form of a depending relative clause or phrase.  

Notice: 

a1) ´Broadly speaking.´   a2) ´Zhruba řečeno.´ 

 b1) ´Concerning, regarding.´     b2) ´Pokud jde o.´ [25] 

 The above mentioned examples ´a1´ and ´b1´ refer to the use of the 

present participle in the English language. In case of the examples ´a2´ 

and ´b2´ it is possible to see their Czech equivalents. 

When using the present participle as a part of a predicate, it 

functions as a complement of this predicate. This non-finite construction 

can substitute a depending relative clause.  

 There is another type of a participle and it is called the ´dangling 

participle´. [26] It is often used in scientific texts. This participle is 

understood as incorrect however its use in this type of texts is admitted. 

´The dangling participle is more acceptable if its subject is expressed in a 

main clause.´ [27] 
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Example of the dangling participle: 

a) ´Having established a basis for this theory the next step is to analyse 

the structure and properties of the components.´ [28] 

When using the present participle as a modifier, it usually refers to 

some typical feature of a word which is intimately described by this 

participle. This use of the present participle is also called attributive then it 

refers to an attributive participle. The attributive participle can be 

substituted by a depending relative clause however this possibility is not 

often used because the preference is given to the shorter form. It is 

usually used in front of the modified verb but it occurs in the postposition 

too. The attributive participle cannot occur in the past form.  

See the following examples: 

a1) The running boy.   a2) The boy who is running. 

b1) The sleeping cat.   b2) The cat which is sleeping. 

c1) The policeman stopped the car which had gone too fast. 

c2) The policeman stopped the car having gone too fast.   [incorrect]   

The examples ´a1´ and ´b1´ refer to the use of the present participle 

in the simple sentence and the examples ´a2´ and ´b2´ present their 

equivalents which are formed by using the depending relative clauses. 

The sentences ´c1´ and ´c2´ show the impossibility of the occurrence of 

the present participle in the past form.      

Although the forming of this construction is usually simple – only 

adding the ´-ing ending´ to the bare infinitive – there are some fixed rules 

regulating this process. The spelling changes occur by forming the 

present participle. If there is a vowel before the last letter of a word then it 

is necessary to double the last letter. This phenomenon arises within the 

monosyllabic words and also within polysyllabic words - here only when 
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the stress lies on the last syllable. When a word ended with ´mute e´, 

which means that a speaker does not pronounce this vowel, than by 

forming the ´-ing form´ this vowel must be omitted. In case that a word 

with omitted ´mute e´ ends with ´i´ therefore this ´i´ is changed to ´y´. 

Exception is presented by words which ended with ´mute e´ but it cannot 

be omitted to make them different from another verbs. There is also a 

difference between the American and the British English. In the British 

English the last letter ´l´ is always doubled whereas in the American 

English is not.  

Notice: 

a1) listen, knock a2) listening, knocking 

b1) put, forget b2) putting, forgetting   

c1) glue, arise  c2) gluing, arising  

d1) tie   d2) tying 

e1) model  e2) modelling  e3) modeling  

f1) ´singe, dye´ f2) ´singeing, dyeing´ f3) ´singing, dying´ [29] 

All examples given present the rules mentioned above. The 

examples ´a1-f1´ are bare infinitives of the verbs. The rest of the examples 

show the verbs in the ´-ing form´. The examples ´e2-e3´ refer to the 

difference between the British English (example ´e2´) and the American 

English (example ´e3´). The last examples ´f2´ and ´f3´ illustrate the 

necessity of keeping ´mute e´ in special cases to prevent a reader from 

misunderstanding as some verbs are similar to each other and without 

keeping this rule, their forms will be the same. 
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4.1 Gerund 

 Gerund is a non-finite construction which is formed by adding the  

´-ing ending´ to the bare infinitive of a verb therefore it is often difficult for 

non-native speaker to recognise whether a sentence contains gerund or 

present participle. Gerund is used in a similar way as an infinitive. These 

constructions are easily interchangeable however the difference in 

meaning can occur. In the Czech language, gerund can be expressed by 

abstract nouns, to be more specific by deverbal nouns, which describe 

activities. In the English language these nouns are formed by using 

different suffixes, e.g. ´-tion, -al, -ity, -ment´ [30]. However when a speaker 

intends to describe some process or an action, the gerund is mainly used. 

It often follows a preposition. The advantage is that all English verbs can 

form this construction. Gerund can be also translated into the Czech 

language as a depending clause. When used after some specific verb the 

gerund gains passive meaning.  

Compare: 

a) Her running surprised me. 

b) Her running the marathon so fast surprised me. 

c) The building needs repairing.  

The example ´a´ can be interpreted in three different ways and in 

these cases the word running is used as a deverbal noun. Firstly, it refers 

to a result of an action. Secondly, the word running describes an action or 

the specific way how the subject runs. Lastly, it refers to the fact that the 

subject runs. The example ´b´ shows the use of the word running as a 

gerund and it refers to the fact that the subject was able to run the 

marathon so fast. The example ´c´ refers to the above mentioned passive 

meaning of gerund. 
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Gerund also occurs in function of subject. It is used more often than 

an infinitive and it unlike an infinitive expresses general validity. In this 

function gerund can be substituted by a depending clause with ´that´. 

Gerund can also appear as a part of verbal or adjectival phrase as well. In 

this case an agent of action is either expressed or not. The agent of action 

which is not expressed in the sentence is usually substituted by Saxon 

genitive or by object. However the plural or inanimate subjects do not 

admitted the use of Saxon genitive. Other functions of the gerund are its 

occurrence as a modifier of nouns and its use in adverbials.  

See the following examples:  

a1) His having talked so loud made me angry. 

a2) The fact that he has talked so loud made me angry.  

b) She admits watching TV all night long. 

c1) She does not want to hear a single word of his being a liar.  

c2) I have never heard anything about your brothers living in the 

USA. 

d) ´Washing machine, boiling point, selling price.´ [31] 

e) The way of dealing with this problem. 

The examples ´a1-a2´ describe the fact that the gerund can be 

substituted by depending clause. The example ´b´ shows the gerund as a 

part of a verbal phrase. The sentences ´c1-c2´ are examples of the 

appropriate use of the Saxon genitive. The last sentences ´d-e´ refers to 

the gerund used as a modifier of nouns and its occurrence in adverbials. 

[32] 
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5 PROGRESSIVE TENSES 

5.1 Past progressive 

5.1.1 Form 

The past progressive consists of the past tense of auxiliary verb ´to 

be´ and the present participle of a full verb. The negative form of the past 

progressive tense is created by adding the negative particle ´not´ to the 

auxiliary verb ´to be´. The interrogative is formed with the change in the 

word order. 

5.1.2 Use 

The past progressive is used for describing the situations or actions 

which took place and were in progress for a period of time in the past. It is 

not always possible to recognise whether the action was completed or 

not. When two or more actions were in progress at the same time in the 

past then it is necessary to use the past progressive tense. It is also 

possible to emphasize this parallelism by using ´while´ or ´at the time´. 

The past progressive is also used if there is some action which was in 

progress and this action was interrupted by another one. Addition of 

words ´when, as, just, while´ in the sentence indicates that the described 

event happened in the past.  

The past progressive tense is also used for the expression of 

people´s intentions in the past. Usage of the phrase ´was/were going to´ 

helps a speaker inform the listeners about his/her plan in the past which 

was however usually not implemented. This use of the past progressive is 

typical for actions or events whose time of realization is known. However 

a speaker does not have to be familiar with the exact hour of realization, 

but he/she must mention at least the specific time. By using proper 
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adverbials he/she can potentially stress the most important part of his/her 

statement.  

The past progressive is further used in story-telling. It makes the 

narration more realistic thus it provides the speaker a good way how to 

gain attention of listeners. When a speaker wants to interpret somebody 

else´s idea in the past, he/she also uses the past progressive tense. It is 

required to use this tense too when something happened often or too 

many times in the past. These expressions are linked with words ´always´ 

or ´constantly´. In addition, these actions usually irritate the speaker.  

To make a polite request or suggestion it is appropriate to use the 

past progressive tense. In connection with verbs ´wonder´ or ´think´ 

becomes this request more polite and it is also not too direct. [33]  

See the following examples: 

a) John was writing a letter yesterday evening. 

b) She was sleeping all day long. 

c) While I was cooking the lunch, my sister was cleaning our house.  

d) When I was taking a shower, someone knocked on the door. 

e) Peter was always losing his pens. 

f) I was wondering if you could advise me. 

g) David was going to go out, but he got ill. 

h) She was dancing at 6 p.m. yesterday. 

i) ´It was getting darker. The wind was rising.´ [34] 

j1) My mother said: ´It is raining´. 

j2) My mother said it was raining. 
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All the sentences given demonstrate the use of the past progressive 

tense described above. The last two examples ´j1-j2´ show the 

interpretation of somebody else´s idea in the past.  

5.1.3 Past progressive vs. Past simple 

Although both the past progressive and the past simple tenses refer 

to the past their use differs. The past progressive tense is used to 

describe common actions which can happen quite often and do not have 

to be intended. On the other hand the past simple tense refers to an 

action which was intentionally done by the subject of the sentence given.  

Compare the following examples:   

a1) From two to three she was cleaning the windows. 

a2) From two to three she cleaned the windows. 

 When a speaker intends to ask somebody how they spent their time 

then he/she has to decide whether choose the past progressive or simple 

tense. The use of the past progressive tense in this case tends to be more 

polite than the simple form.  

Notice: 

 a1) What were you doing before the meeting started? 

 a2) What did you do before the meeting started? [35] 

5.2 Past perfect progressive 

5.2.1 Form 

The past perfect progressive consists of the past progressive tense 

of auxiliary verb ´to be´ and the present participle of a full verb. The 
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negative form of the past perfect progressive is created by adding the 

negative particle ´not´ to the auxiliary verb ´to be´. The interrogative is 

formed with the change in the word order. The past perfect progressive 

does not form the passive voice.  

5.2.2 Use 

The past perfect progressive stresses the progress and the duration 

of an action in the distant past. It is used for actions which happened in 

the distant past and ended before something else happened in the past. 

In this case one sentence is used in the past perfect progressive tense, 

another one in the past simple tense. Typical prepositions used are ´for´ 

and ´since´. If a speaker wants to express that something happened in the 

past too often he/she should use the past perfect progressive tense. It is 

also used to describe actions in the distant past with consequences in the 

past. In addition, these consequences were still obvious at the time of 

speaking. [36]  

Examples: 

a) She had been sleeping for an hour when a dog suddenly started 

to bark.     

b) John has been trying to solve the problem.  

c) Her hands were dirty. She had been working in the garden. 

The above mentioned sentences are the examples of the past 

perfect progressive tense and its use. 

5.2.3 Past perfect progressive vs. Past perfect simple 

Both the past perfect progressive and the past perfect simple forms 

can be used when an action began before the time of speaking and 
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continued until the time of speaking. Both these tenses are also 

acceptable if they refer to a repeated action in the past.  

See the following examples: 

a1) It was now late in the evening and she felt asleep because she 

had got up at five.  

a2) It was now late in the evening and she felt asleep because she 

had been getting up at five. 

On the other hand there is a slight difference in their use 

considering the time of speaking. When an action lasted till the time of 

speaking then the progressive form is used. However when an action 

ended right before the time of speaking or longer time before it, a speaker 

should use the simple form.  

Notice: 

a1) The cleaner had been cleaning the windows. 

a2) The cleaner had cleaned the windows. 

The first example ´a1´ refers to an action which happened a little 

while ago and therefore the results of this action are probably still obvious 

(the windows are probably still wet). The second example ´a2´ claims that 

the action happened recently or some time ago. 

The difference between the past perfect progressive and the past 

perfect simple occurs when distinguishing if an action has been 

completed or not. In the first case it is necessary to use the past perfect 

simple tense however an incomplete action is expressed with the past 

perfect progressive tense.  

Compare: 

a1) By ten o´clock she had written her essay. 
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a2) She had been writing her essay. [37] 

The example ´a1´ refers to an action which has been already 

finished. On the other hand the example ´a2´ expresses the 

incompleteness of the action. 

5.3 Present progressive 

5.3.1 Form 

The present progressive consists of the present tense of auxiliary 

verb ´to be´ and the present participle of a full verb. The negative form of 

the present progressive is created by adding the negative particle ´not´ to 

the auxiliary verb ´to be´. The interrogative is formed with the change in 

the word order.  

5.3.2 Use 

The present progressive tense the most frequently describes an 

actual action which is in progress at the moment of speaking. However it 

is also used in other cases. It is necessary to use the present progressive 

when a speaker talks about some temporary situations which are in 

progress for longer period of time but not necessarily at the moment of 

speaking. It is also used for repeated actions which can irritate a speaker. 

These actions can be intentional or unintentional. The adverb ´always´ is 

often connected with this use of the present progressive tense. The use of 

this tense is also appropriate for planned actions in the future. [38] 

Notice the following examples: 

a) What is she doing right now? She is sunbathing.  

b) We are using bottled water until the pipeline is repaired. 
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c) Everyone is making jokes about it.  

d) ´Don´t take that ladder away. Your father´s using it.´ [39]  

e) He is always snoring. 

f) We are flying to Egypt next summer. 

5.3.3 Present progressive vs. Present simple 

To describe an action which is in progress at the time of speaking it 

is appropriate to use the present progressive tense. However there are 

some verbs which cannot be used with the progressive forms. Therefore 

these verbs are used in the simple forms even if they refer to an action in 

progress. These verbs also use the auxiliary verb ´can´ to express current 

situation. The use of these two forms is in particular cases 

interchangeable however there is an unwritten rule which says that 

animate subjects are usually used in the progressive tense and inanimate 

subjects are rather connected with the simple tense. Some verbs are 

used in both simple and progressive forms but their meaning differs in 

dependence on their use. Sports coverage in which the situation changes 

quite often require the use of the simple form but when the situation is not 

so changeable then the progressive form is preferred. The present simple 

is also used to describe permanent truths and general characteristic of 

different things. [40] 

See the following examples: 

a1) Do you like this colour?  

a2) Are you liking this colour?     [incorrect] 

b1) ´What do you think of it?´ ´Co si o tom myslíte?´ 

b2) ´What are you thinking of?´ ́ O čem přemýšlíte, na co myslíte?´ 

[41] 
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c) There are some flowers in here. I can smell them.  

d) The Amazon River flows into the Atlantic Ocean.  

e) Johnson passes to Straka, Straka shots but Kovář saves. 

Instruction and manuals tend to be clear, simple and 

understandable therefore the preference is given to the simple form. 

Another interesting use of these tenses occurs in headlines. The present 

simple tense refers to the past events however the present progressive 

refers to the future. [42] 

Examples: 

a) ´Press the release buttons and lift the back cover off. If the 

battery is inserted, lift the battery in the direction of the arrow to 

remove it. Insert the SIM card.´ [43] 

b) ´Russian plane crash kills 31 in Siberia.´ [44] 

c) ´Cabinet minister resigning soon (or: to resign soon).´ [45] 

The ´a´ example refers to the use of the present simple in manuals. 

The ´b´ and ´c´ examples show the difference in the use of the present 

simple and progressive tenses within the headlines. While the ´b´ 

example informs the reader about the event which happened in the past, 

the ´c´ example describes the situation which probably arises in the near 

future.  

5.4 Present perfect progressive 

5.4.1 Form 

The present perfect progressive consists of the present perfect 

tense of auxiliary verb ´to be´ and the present participle of a full verb. The 

negative form of the past perfect progressive is created by adding the 
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negative particle ´not´ to the auxiliary verb ´to be´. The interrogative is 

formed with the change in the word order.  

5.4.2 Use 

The present perfect progressive is used for describing actions 

which began in the past with consequences in the present. These actions 

can but need not continue in the present. It is often used with ´all + time 

references´. [46] There are verbs which are usually connected with the 

continuity of actions. These are for example ´learn, lie, live, rain, sit, sleep, 

stand, study, wait, work´ [47] etc. However these verbs can occur in both 

simple and progressive forms of this tense. Typical is a connection with 

the prepositions ´for´ and ´since´ which closely determines the time when 

an action happened. The present perfect progressive is also used for 

repeated actions which can irritate a speaker. 

Examples: 

a) My friend has been studying in London since 2011. 

b) It smells nice in here. Somebody has been baking a cake. 

c) He has been swimming professionally for 10 years.  

d) She has been asking me almost every day.  

e1) She has been studying all night long.  

e2) She had studied all night long. 

5.4.3 Present perfect progressive vs. Present perfect simple 

The present perfect simple is used when the verbs cannot form the 

progressive form. Both these tenses are used to describe an action which 

began in the past and it is either still continuing or it has just ended. The 

typical verbs for this use are for example following: ´expect, hope, learn, 
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lie, live, look, rain, sleep, sit, snow, stand, stay, study, teach, wait, want, 

work´. [48] 

The other difference occurs if the time is determined or not. The 

present perfect progressive tense can be used in both cases in contrary to 

the present perfect simple. The simple form is in this case used without 

time reference. When used with the time reference it refers to one simple 

action which is already finished. 

For describing repeated actions it is possible to use both tenses 

however with slight difference in the meaning. Contrary to the simple form, 

the progressive form refers to continuing action which was not interrupted. 

The present perfect simple tense describes an action which was already 

completed. When a speaker uses the progressive form it means that an 

action is not necessarily completed, it refers to an action which is 

continuing until the time of speaking. [49] 

Examples:  

a1) How long have you waited for your friend? 

a2) How long have you been waiting for your friend? 

b) ´How long have you known that?´ [50] 

c1) I have written three tests since morning. 

c2) I have been writing three tests since morning. 

d1) I have washed dishes.  

d2) I have been washing dishes.  

Dialogue: 

´TOM: What have you done with my knife? (Where have you put 

it?) 
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ANN: I put it back in your drawer. 

TOM (taking it out): But what have you been doing with it? The 

blade´s all twisted! Have you been using it to open tins?´ [51] 

The above mentioned examples demonstrate the difference 

between the present perfect simple and the present perfect progressive. 

They also refer to the difference in meaning which is caused by the use of 

these two verbal tenses. The present perfect simple stresses the fact that 

the action is not continuing at the present, however the present perfect 

progressive on the other hand demostrates the continuity of the described 

action. 

5.5 Future progressive 

5.5.1 Form 

The future progressive consists of the present tense of auxiliary 

verb ´to be´ and the present participle of a full verb. The negative form of 

the future progressive is created by adding the negative particle ´not´ to 

the auxiliary verb ´to be´. The interrogative is formed with the change in 

the word order.  

5.5.2 Use 

The future progressive tense is used for describing planned actions 

in the future, ´particularly in connexion with travel´ [52], and actions which 

will be in progress in the future. It is also used to state what will happen in 

the future but this action is usually unintentional. The future progressive 

tense is also appropriate for polite requests. [53] 

Examples: 

a) This time tomorrow I will be working on my essay.  
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b) He will be washing the dishes tomorrow. 

c) When will you be signing this contract? 

d) Will you be using your textbook? I wondered if I could borrow it.  

5.5.3 Future progressive vs. Future simple 

The future progressive tense usually describes planned actions in 

the future however some verbs cannot be used with the progressive form. 

These are then expressed by the simple form. The use of the future 

progressive tense is also understood as more polite than the use of the 

future simple tense. [54] 

Examples: 

a1) This time tomorrow I will be know the results of my exam.  

a2) This time tomorrow I will be knowing the results of my exam. 

[incorrect] 

b1) When will you be signing this letter, Mr. Schmitt? 

b2) When will you sing this letter, Mr. Schmitt? 

5.6 Future perfect progressive 

5.6.1 Form 

The future perfect progressive consists of the future perfect tense of 

auxiliary verb ´to be´ and the present participle of a full verb. The negative 

form of the future perfect progressive is created by adding the negative 

particle ´not´ to the auxiliary verb ´to be´. The interrogative is formed with 

the change in the word order.  
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5.6.2 Use 

The future perfect progressive is used to describe actions which will 

be in progress in the future. They will be still continuing in the future. [55] 

Examples: 

a) ´By this time next week, I will have been working for this 

company for 24 years.´ [56] 

b) She will have been living in Pilsen for 20 years this month. 

5.6.3 Future perfect progressive vs. Futur perfect simple 

The future perfect simple is appropriate when verbs cannot be used 

with the progressive form. 

Examples: 

a1) Tom will have known his best friend for ten years next month. 

a2) Tom will have been knowing his best friend for ten years next 

month.         [incorrect] 
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6 PRACTICAL PART 

The aim of the practical part is to analyze selected texts and 

determine the occurrence of verbal tenses in them. The analyzed texts 

are following: administrative texts, literary texts, publicistic texts and 

scientific texts.  

The research consists mainly of two different comparisons. Firstly, 

the percent occurrence of all verbal tenses in each type of texts is 

analyzed. The second type of comparison is always focused on the 

specific progressive tense and its occurrence is consequently compared 

within all selected texts. Finally, as the last part of the research, there is 

one more analysis which includes the comparison of all verbal tenses 

which occur in selected texts. All results of this research are 

demonstrated in different types of graphs. The analysis is also 

complemented with relevant examples from selected texts. 
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6.1 Research – Part I 

6.1.1 Occurrence of progressive aspect in administrative texts 

Graph 1: Administrative texts 
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Graph 1 shows the percent occurrence of verbal tenses in 

administrative texts. The percent occurrence of the future simple is the 

highest (62%). The second highest percent occurrence belongs to the 

present simple tense (36%). The occurrence of the present perfect simple 

is also represented in a low degree (2%). Other tenses do not occur in 

selected samples of administrative texts. 

6.1.2 Examples of progressive aspect in administrative texts 

In administrative texts there is the lowest occurrence of the 

progressive aspect (0%). The progressive tenses were not found in the 

sample texts. This can be caused by the character of administrative texts 

as these texts usually tend to be simple and clear and use as little verbal 
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phrases as possible. This fact is not consequently compatible with the use 

of the progressive aspect.  

The main tense which is used in this type of text is the future simple 

tense (62%).  

6.1.3 Occurrence of progressive aspect in literary texts 

Graph 2: Literary texts 
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Graph 2 shows the percent occurrence of verbal tenses in literary 

texts. The percent occurrence of the past simple is the highest (61%). The 

second highest percent occurrence belongs to the present simple tense 

(21%). Other verbal tenses are also represented in certain degree here. 

These are the present perfect simple (6%), the past perfect simple (4%), 

the future simple (4%), the past progressive (3%) and the present 

progressive (1%). Other tenses do not occur in selected samples of 

literary texts. 
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6.1.4 Examples of progressive aspect in literary texts 

The occurrence of the progressive aspect in literary texts is the 

second highest (4%) however only two different progressive tenses were 

found – the past progressive tense (3%) and the present progressive 

tense (1%). 

Past progressive tense (3%) 

´At one time when he was feeling so badly toward the end, he had 

thought perhaps it was a dream.´ 

´The skiff was sailing well considering the handicaps and he 

steered with the tiller under his arm.´ 

´But they were sailing together lashed side by side and the old man 

thought let him bring me in if it pleases him.´ [57] 

´...and, unlike the celebrated herd in the poem, they were not forty 

children conducting themselves like one, but every child was 

conducting itself like forty.´ 

´...Scrooge observed that its light was burning high and bright; and 

dimly connecting that with its influence over him, he seized the 

extinguisher-cap, and by a sudden action pressed it down upon its 

head.´ [58] 

Present progressive tense (1%)  

´And the trade wind is rising.´  

´Then his head started to become a little unclear and he thought, is 

he bringing me in or am I bringing him in?´ [59] 
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6.1.5 Occurrence of progressive aspect in publicistic texts 

Graph 3: Publicistic texts 
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Graph 3 shows the percent occurrence of verbal tenses in 

publicistic texts. The percent occurrence of the present simple is the 

highest (69%). The second highest percent occurrence belongs to the 

future simple tense (13%). Other verbal tenses are also represented in 

certain degree here. These are the past simple (8%), the present 

progressive (6%), the present perfect simple (5%) and the future 

progressive (1%). Other tenses do not occur in selected samples of 

literary texts. 

6.1.6 Examples of progressive aspect in publicistic texts 

According to this research the progressive aspect is the most 

frequently represented within publicistic texts (7%) however only two 

different progressive tenses were found here – the present progressive 

tense (6%) and the future progressive tense (1%). The only one example 

of the future progressive tense was founded in these texts. 
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Present progressive tense (6%) 

´Google says the TVs will compile what people are watching but 

only to serve up video recommendations.´ 

´”We are collecting data second by second,” said Tivo Senior Vice 

President Tara Maitra in a panel on Internet advertising strategy on 

Monday.´ 

´And if you are doing a load of laundry at the same time, your 

“smart” energy meter will suggest cooking later so you can save 

energy.´ [60] 

´It is little wonder that the eurozone periphery looks at what is 

happening in Britain and the US, and asks in exasperation why the 

ECB cannot do the same for Europe.´ 

´Even assuming the euro struggles on, Goldman Sachs is 

forecasting zero growth for the eurozone in the next two years, and 

much, much worse if it doesn´t.´ 

Future progressive tense (1%) 

´These are funds which otherwise banks would be lending to each 

other.´ [61] 
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6.1.7 Occurrence of progressive aspect in scientific texts 

Graph 4: Scientific texts 

77%

9%
8%

1%
0% 0%5%0% 0%0% 0% 0%

Scientific texts

present simple past simple future simple

present progressive past progressive future progressive

present perfect simple past perfect simple future perfect simple

present perfect progressive past perfect progressive future perfect progressive

 

Graph 4 shows the percent occurrence of verbal tenses in scientific 

texts. The percent occurrence of the present simple is the highest (77%). 

The second highest percent occurrence belongs to the past simple tense 

(9%). Other verbal tenses are also represented in certain degree here. 

These are the future simple (8%), the present perfect simple (5%) and the 

present progressive (1%). Other tenses do not occur in selected samples 

of literary texts. 

6.1.8 Examples of progressive aspect in scientific texts 

Concerning the scientific texts the occurrence of the progressive 

aspect is the second lowest (1%). The progressive aspect is represented 

by the present progressive tense (1%) and only three examples which 

were found in selected scientific texts. 
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Present progressive tense (1%) 

´It is only in exceptional circumstances that we might become aware 

of the complexity involved: if we are searching for a word but cannot 

remember it;...´ 

´But given that language processes are normally so automatic, we 

also need to carry out careful experiments to get at what is 

happening in them.´ 

´From experimental results we construct models of what we think is 

going on.´ [62] 

6.2 Research – Part II 

So far all graphs mentioned above show a percent occurrence of 

verbal tenses in different types of texts. However the author decided to 

mention also the comparison of the progressive tenses in each type of 

text. After analysing these texts it was possible to use the data obtained 

from this research for both types of comparison. Since the occurrence of 

the verbal tenses which are used with the progressive aspect is not at 

high level in selected texts, the author decided to present only the 

occurrence of the following progressive tenses: the past progressive tense 

and the present progressive tense.  
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6.2.1 Past progressive in selected texts 

Graph 5: Past progressive in texts 
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Graph 5 shows the occurrence of the past progressive tense in 

selected texts. According to this research the past progressive tense is 

the most frequently represented within literary texts (eight examples). 

There is not the past progressive tense used in other selected texts, i.e. 

administrative texts, publicistic texts and scientific texts. These texts which 

were chosen by the author of this thesis do not contain the sentences in 

the past progressive tense. 

Examples of the past progressive in literary texts: 

´...and, unlike the celebrated herd in the poem, they were not forty 

children conducting themselves like one, but every child was 

conducting itself like forty.´ 

´...Scrooge observed that its light was burning high and bright; and 

dimly connecting that with its influenced over him, he seized the 
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extinguisher-cap, and by a sudden action pressed it down upon its 

head.´ [63] 

´He was feeling better since the water and he knew he would not go 

away and his head was clear.´ 

´They were very tiny but he knew they were nourishing and they 

tasted good.´  

´But they were sailing together lashed side by side and the old man 

thought, let him bring me in if it pleases him.´ [64] 

6.2.2 Present progressive in selected texts 

Graph 6: Present progressive in texts 
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Graph 6 shows the occurrence of the present progressive tense in 

selected texts. According to this research the present progressive tense is 

the most frequently represented within publicistic texts (ten examples). 

However this verbal tense occurs also in selected literary and scientific 
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texts. The occurrence of the present progressive tense was found within 

the literary and scientific texts at the same level (three examples). 

Selected administrative texts do not contain any example of the present 

progressive tense. 

Examples of the present progressive in publicistic texts: 

´”We are putting privacy first and the data here will be kept on the 

appliances and not pushed to the cloud,” said LG Electronics 

spokesman John Taylor,...´ 

´And if you are doing a load of laundry at the same time, your 

“smart” energy meter will suggest cooking later so you can save 

energy.´ [65] 

´It is little wonder that the eurozone periphery looks at what is 

happening in Britain and the US, and asks in exasperation why the 

ECB cannot do the same for Europe.´ 

´Even assuming the euro struggles on, Goldman Sachs is 

forecasting zero growth for the eurozone in the next two years, and 

much, much worse if it doesn´t.´ [66] 

Examples of the present progressive in literary texts: 

´And the trade wind is rising.´  

´Then his head started to become a little unclear and he thought, is 

he bringing me in or am I bringing him in?´ [67] 

Examples of the present progressive in scientific texts: 

´It is only in exceptional circumstances that we might become aware 

of the complexity involved: if we are searching for a word but cannot 

remember it;...´ 
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´But given that language processes are normally so automatic, we 

also need to carry out careful experiments to get at what is 

happening in them.´ 

´From experimental results we construct models of what we think is 

going on.´ [68] 

6.3 All verbal tenses in texts 

Graph 7: Verbal tenses in texts 

 

Graph 7 shows the occurrence of all verbal tenses within selected 

texts. According to this research the present simple tense is the most 

frequently represented within these texts (49%). The occurrence of the 

past simple tense is the second highest (24%). Other verbal tenses are 

also represented in selected texts. These are the future simple (18%), the 

present perfect simple (5%) and the present progressive (2%). The past 

perfect simple and past progressive tenses are represented at the same 

level (1%). The last tense which occurs in selected texts is the future 

progressive tense (only one example). The rest of the verbal tenses is not 
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used in these texts. The tenses which do not occur are following: the 

future perfect simple tense, the present perfect progressive tense, the 

past perfect progressive tense and the future perfect progressive tense. 

6.4 Results of research 

The results obtained in the research show that the past progressive, 

present progressive, future progressive and its perfect forms are verbal 

tenses which are not mainly used in selected texts. The most used tenses 

within the selected texts are the present simple and past simple tenses. 

The results also show that the most of the texts contains the progressive 

verbal tenses. 

The administrative texts are the only one exception which was 

found. These texts are at least diverse concerning the progressive aspect. 

In this type of texts any examples of the progressive forms were not 

found. The verbal tense with the highest occurrence in administrative texts 

is the future simple tense (62%), followed by the present simple tense 

(36%) and the present perfect simple (2%).  

According to this research the progressive tenses, namely the past 

progressive, present progressive and future progressive, were found in 

certain degree in remaining three types of texts. The selected literary texts 

contain the past progressive tense (3%) and the present progressive 

tense (1%), the publicistic texts contain the present progressive tense 

(6%) and the future progressive tense (1%) however the only one 

progressive tense occurs in the scientific texts and it is the present 

progressive tense (1%). The last graph (Graph 7) shows the occurrence 

of all verbal tenses within selected texts. All this results are demonstrated 

in so called pie charts.     

However there is also another kind of graphs used in the practical 

part - column graphs. These graphs are used to show the comparison of 

selected verbal tense concerning its occurrence in different types of texts. 
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The author of this bachelor thesis decided to include only two graphs of 

this kind as the occurrence of the progressive tenses is not too high in 

selected texts. These graphs refer to the past progressive and present 

progressive tenses. While the past progressive occurs only in the literary 

texts, the present progressive tense is included also in publicistic and 

scientific texts. According to this research the highest level of the present 

progressive tense is represented in publicistic texts (6%). 
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7 CONCLUSION 

The aim of this bachelor thesis is to study the progressive aspect, 

its use within all progressive verbal tenses and to analyze the occurrence 

of these verbal tenses in selected texts. This analysis is followed by the 

comparison of these texts with each other concerning the occurrence of 

the progressive aspect. The following four types of texts were analyzed: 

administrative texts, literary texts, publicistic texts and scientific texts. 

The hypothesis was that the percent occurrence of the verbal 

tenses concerning the progressive aspect will be the highest in literary 

texts however the results are showing that the highest occurrence of 

these tenses occurs within selected publicistic texts. Another assumption 

was that administrative texts will contain the least percent occurrence of 

the progressive tenses. This assumption was confirmed as the selected 

administrative texts do not include any of them. It was also supposed that 

the future progressive and future perfect progressive tenses rarely occur 

in all selected types of texts. This assumption was confirmed too because 

none of these verbal forms were found in any text. 

In author´s opinion it will be possible to continue in this research 

and make the research area wider by including oral language. This part of 

language can be possibly analyzed from the point of view of its use in 

different situations´ type, e.g. dialogue between friends, business 

meetings etc. However this concept would be too extensive concerning 

the purposes of the bachelor thesis.  
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10 ABSTRACT 

This bachelor thesis deals with the progressive aspect and its 

occurrence in different types of texts. It is divided into two parts - a 

theoretical part and a practical part.  

The aim of the theoretical part is to study the progressive aspect 

and its use in the English language. This part deals mainly with the 

progressive verbal tenses – their forms, characteristics and ways of using. 

The aim of the practical part is to analyze the occurrence of the 

verbal tenses with focus on the progressive aspect in different types of 

texts and compare these text with each other concerning the progressive 

aspect. Four types of texts were analyzed: administrative texts, literary 

texts, publicistic texts and scientific texts. 

Results of this analysis are demonstrated in graphs and 

complemented with relevant examples from selected texts. 
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11 RESUMÉ 

Tato bakalářská práce se zabývá gramatickým jevem, který se 

nazývá „progressive aspect“, a jeho výskytem v různých textech. Práce je 

rozdělena na dvě části – teoretickou část a praktickou část. 

Cílem teoretické části je studium tohoto jevu a jeho použití 

v anglickém jazyce. Tato část se zabývá především průběhovými 

slovesnými časy – jejich formami, charakteristikami a způsoby použití. 

Cílem praktické části je analyzovat výskyt slovesných časů se 

zaměřením na průběh v různých typech textů a vzájemné porovnání 

těchto textů. Analyzovány byly čtyři druhy textů: administrativní texty, 

literární texty, publicistické texty a vědecké texty. 

Výsledky této analýzy jsou zobrazeny v grafech a doplněny 

relevantními příklady z vybraných textů. 



53 

 

12 APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1 The Treaty of Lisbon 

APPENDIX 2 General Business Term and Condition 

APPENDIX 3 Dickens, Ch. A Christmas Carol, p. 62-65 

APPENDIX 4 Hemingway, E. The Old Man and The Sea, p. 74-77 

APPENDIX 5 Can the euro survive another year? 

APPENDIX 6 Privacy rights activists worry about potential abuse of 

high-tech devices featured at CES event 

APPENDIX 7 ABC of Interventional Cardiology 

APPENDIX 8 HARLEY, Trevor. A. The Psychology of Language  

 



 

Appendix 1 

 



 



 



 

 



 

Appendix 2 

 



 



 



 

 



 

Appendix 3 

 



 



 

Appendix 4 

 



 

 



 

Appendix 5 

Can the euro survive another year? 
The eurozone debt crisis has started the new year as it no doubt means 

to go on – with an inconclusive summit, an irrelevant commitment to a financial 

transactions tax (or Tobin tax), and another bizarrely anomalous event in 

money markets. 

Believe it or not, you now have to pay for the privilege of lending to the 

German government, on six-month funds at least. Berlin managed to sell €3.9bn of 

bonds yesterday on a yield of minus 0.0122pc. 

So scared are eurozone investors of capital destruction that they would 

rather lose out to inflation than the perceived greater risk of anything else. 

The same goes for the banking sector, which according to the latest data 

has a record €464bn of money on overnight deposit with the European Central 

Bank. These are funds which otherwise banks would be lending to each other. 

By common agreement, some form of fresh denouement in the eurozone 

crisis is fast approaching. 

The critical question for this year has long been whether that's the point at 

which the remedies required become too difficult for policymakers to agree, and the 

single currency therefore unravels, or whether a more robust band-aid solution 

emerges that allows for more stable conditions. 

The obstacles to such solutions are as daunting as ever. According to the 

last IMF Fiscal Monitor, euro area governments have €1.6 trillion of debt to issue 

over the coming year, and that's on the heroic assumption that deficit reduction 

targets are met. 

The eurozone banking sector faces a similar funding cliff, with €500bn of 

new market funding to find by the end of the year and not much less the year after. 

Joint Eurobonds would certainly resolve the problem, temporarily at least, 

but there is no possibility of such debt mutualisation being agreed any time soon. 

Nor does there appear much chance of the European Financial Stability Facility 

being expanded to a size that would underwrite Italy and Spain. 

If this is to be another year of muddling through, much of the remedial action 

must therefore come from the ECB. The politicians have shown themselves 

consistently too slow and constrained to cope with the crisis. On the evidence of 

Monday's Merkozy press conference, they still prefer the diversion of imposing a 

Tobin tax to confronting the crisis. 

The dishonesty is breathtaking – if we tax the speculators in the City of 

London, they seem to be saying to their voters, all our problems will be over. No, 

there's little help coming from this quarter. 



 

The ECB finds itself on thin ice, too. Already, it has a larger balance sheet 

as a proportion of GDP than either the US Federal Reserve or the Bank of England. 

What's more, the composition of this balance sheet, stuffed to the gunnels with 

dodgy sovereign debt, and increasingly, even dodgier banking assets, is plainly 

much higher risk. 

With its gilt-buying programme, the Bank of England can be virtually certain 

of getting its money back. The same is not true of the ECB, which already has to 

reconcile itself to writedowns on its holding of Greek sovereign bonds. 

All the same, it's hard to see alternatives to yet further ECB balance sheet 

expansion. The bank's president, Mario Draghi, has already promised the banking 

system unlimited liquidity. Might he go further and promise it to governments too? 

As the official policy rate approaches zero, he'll be under ever greater pressure to 

act. 

Germany was over-ruled in its objections to the purchase of periphery 

economy bonds, and as the deflationary threat grows, it will eventually be over 

ruled on wider-ranging quantitative easing, too. 

Central banks like to pretend that such support is all about demand 

management, and really has very little to do with printing money to fund 

governments. Most observers, reasonably, find it hard to see the distinction. 

Half the value of debt issued by the UK debt management office since the 

start of 2009 has been hoovered up in secondary markets by the Bank of England. 

Even the Bank admits that the effect has been to depress gilt yields by a full 

percentage point. It is little wonder that the eurozone periphery looks at what is 

happening in Britain and the US, and asks in exasperation why the ECB cannot do 

the same for Europe. 

Fear of the consequences of a disorderly break up of the single currency, 

together with blinkered political commitment to monetary union, seem to make it 

inevitable that the ECB will eventually give in. 

Nobody knows what the consequences of break-up might be, but most 

analysis – including the genuinely impartial stuff alongside the self-serving analysis 

from single currency supporters – suggests a very ugly outcome. Even assuming 

the euro struggles on, Goldman Sachs is forecasting zero growth for the eurozone 

in the next two years, and much, much worse if it doesn't. 

Study of BIS data by investment bank Jefferies International confirms that at 

the end of June 2011 German banks had €1.1 trillion of total exposure to the rest of 

the euro area, and French banks €1.3 trillion. 

Bundesbank data further confirms that excluding banks, German enterprises 

had €421.9bn of total assets in the rest of euro, as well as €545.8bn of total 

liabilities. The contractual losses around any act of currency default would be 



 

extreme, and assuming a wide scale return to national currencies, enough 

annihilate trade for some time. 

We won't know for sure whether the single currency will keep on muddling 

through until eurozone policymakers face up to their predicament – that sustaining 

the euro requires more or less indefinite transfers of money from richer to poorer 

regions. 

That's the reason Germans are so opposed to ECB bond purchases, for 

such buying is in essence as much a form of liability transfer between governments 

as outright eurobonds. 

As long as policymakers keep burying their heads in the sand of Tobin taxes 

and other such diversions, this underlying choice goes unaddressed. 

 

 



 

Appendix 6 

Privacy rights activists worry about potential abuse of high-tech 

devices featured at CES event 

LAS VEGAS — The thousands of devices debuting Tuesday at the 

Consumer Electronics Show here demonstrate how tech companies are poised to 

gather unprecedented insights into consumers’ lives — how much they eat, 

whether they exercise, when they are home and who they count as friends. 

Silicon Valley is in a gold rush for information, highlighted by Google’s 

announcement Tuesday that it would incorporate data posted by users on its social 

networking service into the results of its main search engine. 

Tailoring services and ads for consumers is where tech firms sees future 

riches. Today, computers, smartphones, social networks and new devices — such 

as health-oriented gadgets and Web-connected televisions — show the potential of 

companies to peer into ever more aspects of daily life. 

Coming soon are Internet connected refrigerators, washing machines and 

other appliances that may be able to deliver information to third parties, such as 

utilities. 

All that has some tech experts and lawmakers concerned that consumers, in 

their rush to snap up the latest gadgets, may be sacrificing privacy. 

Tech companies say they won’t use personal data without permission from 

consumers. But some analysts say there aren’t many checks on these firms. 

“Consumers need to think more about how their data is being sent outside 

the home in more ways than ever and not get caught off guard when that data 

lands in the hands of unintended third parties,” said Jules Polonetsky, director of 

the Future of Privacy Forum, a think tank. 

Google announced new Internet TV partnerships with Sharp and LG that put 

its software such as YouTube and Chrome browser onto living-room screens. 

Google says the TVs will compile what people are watching but only to serve up 

video recommendations. 



 

Microsoft’s Kinect game console collects some biometric information that 

Chief Executive Steve Ballmer said on Monday is a potential springboard for health-

care and other industries. 

“We are collecting data second by second,” said Tivo Senior Vice President 

Tara Maitra in a panel on Internet advertising strategy on Monday. She said the TV 

digital video recording company doesn’t target individuals but uses information 

about what shows its 250,000 subscribers are watching to help marketers place 

ads for Tivo users. 

LG was among several companies to showcase “connected homes,” where 

appliances are connected to one another as well as energy grids via the Web. Scan 

a receipt onto your smartphone and that information will be sent to your refrigerator, 

which will serve up a recipe based on the grocery list. That recipe is then sent to an 

oven that pre-programs your oven to preheat at the recipe’s suggested 

temperature. And if you are doing a load of laundry at the same time, your “smart” 

energy meter will suggest cooking later so you can save energy. 

“We are putting privacy first and the data here will be kept on the appliances 

and not pushed to the cloud,” said LG Electronics spokesman John Taylor, whose 

smart refrigerators and stoves will debut in the United States later this year. 

While the companies argue that the data collection is harmless, some 

lawmakers want them to be upfront and specific about what is being collected. 

“There needs to be clarity around how and when that information is 

collected, stored or transmitted that takes into account a consumer’s right to 

privacy,” said Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), who has introduced a privacy bill 

that would prevent tracking of children online without specific permission. 

 



 

Appendix 7 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Appendix 8 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


