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ABSTRACT

Zemen, Jakub. University of West Bohemia. April120Stylistic analysis of British

newspaper. Supervisor: PhDr. Nada Staskova, Ph.D.

This undergraduate thesis deals with the topicStylistic analysis of British
newspaper”. Newspaper is one of the most powerfdliafluential media in the world.
The news they bring should be impartial and neuBat because the reporters and
journalists are still people with their own opingoand specific styles of writing, news
tends to be subjective rather than objective. Awdld are sections or entire newspapers
which are designated for presenting news whictbe®ed on purpose. Examination of
biases in newspaper is the main subject of thesthes

This first section aims to provide basic divisiordalescription of British
newspaper. It also endeavours to acquaint the reattelinguistic terminology which will
be used through the thesis. The terminology sesoledy to the purposes of this work. The
method of analysis is explained in the subsequesiio to help the reader to understand
the process and results of the analyses. The ofsmsadivided into two parts; firstly, the
structure of newspaper as a whole is examined.ré@gdahe texts of individual articles
are analysed. British newspagdre Guardiarwas chosen for exploring its content,
structure, and language. This newspaper was seitabthe purposes of this thesis
because it offers a range of variable types of rmvastopics. The analyses of the articles
showed many stylistically distinctive features, baty those which relate to the topic of
the thesis are further analysed. The results shawthe chosen articles vary in their style
and the rate of bias. The thesis also proves tleypnary assumption that there is bias
and subjectivity in the language of newspapersjthsirestricted to certain sections and

types of news and newspaper.
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1 INTRODUCTION

This thesis presents stylistic analysis of theiglrihnewspapefheGuardian The
area of newspaper was chosen for the researchdeeodiis great importance in mass
media even today. The printed newspaper may bedmyes obsolete and slow in bringing
the news compared to the modern ways of tellinghdwes, that is, television and the
Internet; however, it still belongs to the mediatud greatest credibility and power.
Moreover, the newspaper can become more influentiah joined with the possibilities
of the Internet.

The second reason for selecting the newspaperora@samine its language,
analyse it, and identify its stylistically distingt features. Even in spite of the greatest care
to be impartial and objective, there exist a lobiaises in the newspaper, e.g. in the very
choice of the news to cover. There are types dftekich are meant to be opinion making
and persuasive, e.g. editorials, reviews, or ‘fieatuticles’. The variability of text types
can result in difficulties for some readers to ustind the message conveyed, to filter any
superfluous or misleading information, and to agght most objective opinion possible.
The aims of this thesis are to examine the langoagewspaper articles, identify possible
biases in their texts, and to set ground for furtkeearch.

When choosing a particular newspaper for the argliree national newspapers
were selected over the local, as the former follawg sometimes set the national standards
of language and news broadcastifigeGuardianwas selected from among the British
national newspapers because of its variable coofesgrious press and a tabloid
supplement, and because of its long tradition @bezhip blending with its modern
approach. The articles to be analysed were choseclude different and the most
common types of newspaper texts.

The thesis is divided into four parts: ‘Introductio’ Theoretical background’,
‘Method of analysis’, and ‘Analysis, results andther research’. The ‘Introduction’
presents the topic of the thesis, explains theoreatr choosing the topic, and describes
the particular sections. The second part coverghibaretical background for the stylistic
analysis done in the third part and deals briefiyhthe British newspapers as such, as
well as with the chosen newspapBneGuardian The third part sets the rules and basics
for the analysis. The last part conducts the arsabfshe newspaper, summarizes the

results, and suggests further research.



2 THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 Division of the British newspapers

Newspapers in Great Britain, as well as in anymotioentry, are divided into
national, regional (provincial), and local; theidion is simply carried out on the area
where the newspapers are distributed and the &tba oews covered. Then, there are two
types of the national press: quality and populacaokding to Hodgson (1996), the national
newspapers “have become market conscious.... [Tjaeg divided ... into popular and
quality newspapers and within these areas divigethaso that there are significant
variations in the profile of the readership” (p)5bheir distinction is based on their
traditional types of news, and other non-news aunte

The national quality newspapers are meant for uppédle class and educated
people, and the news they bring are to be impatidicredibleThe Daily TelegraphThe
Times The GuardianThe ObserverandThe Independeriielong here. The texts tend to
be longer than those in the popular press. Theatyymkess focuses on political, financial,
and cultural topics both from the country and &t of the world. Such newspapers are
often called ‘serious’, ‘up-market’, and sometimi@®adsheet’, but the last one is a
misconception; ‘broadsheet’, or ‘text-size’, isoarhat of newspaper characteristic for its
great height (550mm and more). The confusion dwemtord may be caused by the
tradition of using one format for one type of neeysgrs, and the other for the other type.
However, there are some serious papers havingdafolonat (The IndependergndThe
Timey; the term ‘compact’ for the format is rather usexsle.

The national popular press, or the ‘down-markewsyapers, is generally viewed
as a source of scandalous, expressive, and oftecredible news from area of show
business, crime, sport, and celebritieise SupDaily Star, TheDaily Mirror andSunday
Mirror belong here. Their intended readership lies iddter-middle and working class.
The topics and sections in popular newspapers eaoimetimes found in the serious
newspapers, but not very likely vice versa. Theyufoon shorter texts and illustrative,
very often shocking, photographs. Another speaitidbute of the British national popular
press is its nameplates on red background on ttgedfont page; by this feature the
newspapers are called the ‘red-tops’. They areadfied tabloids, but it is again a
misconception as it denotes the format. HodgsoBg)LBelieves that “the tabloid size has
come to be associated with the popular nationadrsaperhaps because it is easier to hold

for people hurrying to work using public transpantwith little reading time” (p. 82). The



term ‘tabloid’ is, however, acceptable here as itsed only with the popular press having
the format.

There is, however, a third type of newspapers itaBr, the ‘middle market’, or the
‘middle-range’; the national ones are haily Expressand theDaily Mail. They lie
between the popular and serious press both withdbetent and their readership. They
try to provide their readers with a balanced amatitioth entertainment and serious
news, but they are sometimes viewed purely asubétyg press. The middle-market
newspapers have mostly the tabloid format, andearalled ‘compact’ like the serious
newspapers are.

All of the national newspapers can be charactetmettheir opinions and their
readership. The most common label is the polipeaty that the papers support. Apart
from the newspapers founded to support particudéitigal opinions, e.gTheMorning
Star, the national papers choose and change who t@dyppd they express their favour
to the parties in a limited way and only in texésignated for that purpose. According to
Hartley (1982), “the ideology of the news is ndpartisan’ ideology.... The purpose of the
news ideology is to translate and to generalizefamohoose this opinion or that” (p. 62).
But there are, as has been said, impartial newslelfoerately partial news. Reah (2002)
argues that “the political bias ... appears totexisn the press” (p. 10), and she claims the
press could have had a significant role in thei®riparliament elections in past two
decades.

As the newspapers are labelled by their opiniomkscamtent, their readers are
labelled by the papers they buy and read. The ddvwataders are, however, less frequent
and less devoted today; readers who buy ‘theirepapnly on every other day or people
who buy several different newspapers are more cammowvadays. It seems that there
exists a mutual relationship between the typelass; of readers and the type of
newspaper they read, but this labelling is compjatader control of the newspapers. The
fact the particular readership buys a particulavspaper is a result of the content being
adjusted to the needs of the intended readership.

Leading and directing newspaper has a signifiaapiict on the newspaper’s
content. The editors decide which news will beudeld in the paper, i.e. they decide
which news is and which is not important, theyrasponsible for most of the biased texts,
and they also edit almost all the text in the neapsp. Hodgson (1996) holds the
traditional view that “the news [editors’] job is brganize the news gathering and news

writing activity of the day” (p. 23). And he idefiéis their main activities as writing their
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own editorial opinions, editing other journalisssticles (wording, headlines), and caring
about the design of the newspaper. He also desdfieen as “political figure[s] ... [who
are] concerned with the overall opinion and imafyéhe paper” (Hodgson, 1996, p. 67).
However, he admits their duties are very variabte.that matter, Tunstall (1996) claims
that “[a] new pattern of entrepreneurial editor bagerged ... — an editor who combines
creative and business skills” (p. 95). He descrthestype of editor as a businessman who
regards the newspapers as business. Tunstall (A8@6provides a list of nine duties of an
editor, three of them relates to financial matterd management, five are about creating
and editing of the news and newspaper. But he slénat “tabloid editors tend to be
involved in all nine of [the] activities, while s@nbroadsheet editors do not” (Tunstall,
1996, p. 120).

However, writing editorials remains the main joktlod editor. The British national
newspapers tend to have many specialized editooswite their opinions on events in
their field. The hierarchy of the editorial boa@hde complex, but there is usually a main
editor who writes or chooses the most importanibedi of the day, i.e. the leading article.
The number of editorials can vary from one to f@ng they have their traditional
placement, usually on the front page. The leaditigl@is, however, only one, and it is
usually placed in the upper half of the front pageated in distinctive font.

2.2 Sectionalisation

Each newspaper has its own order of the contewthier words, a pattern of its
structure. Some general rules and habits can In¢ified for the whole British national
press; this could, of course, be done with thaeipiiess industry or news bringing
activities, but the wider the scope is, the lesthefcommon features can be found, and
vice versa. The diversity in the British nationet$s is so great, only a few similarities can
be found. They are, in particular: front page digance; the priority of the types of stories
in which the papers specialize; and the generabéshed structure of the newspaper
issue.

The front page is probably the most important pathe newspaper. It always
contains the most important and the most intrigawomic of the day, and it has a crucial
impact on the readers who are undecided which regvesggo buy. Apart from the stories,
the headlines, the pictures, and the layout play tioles. The first page contains at least
one picture, which is related to the main storyefBhs a significant difference between the

serious and popular newspapers. As the lattereaselikely to have a ‘devoted readership’,
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what Hodgson (1996) calls “pull of page one” (p) 83very important for their sales; thus
their front pages feature striking, surprising, atttdacting headlines and photos. The
layout of the first page is very similar for alethewspapers, apart from what has been
mentioned, with the masthead on the top of the .pEge masthead contains the name of
the newspaper, logo, date and place of publicapdre, and circulation.

The present research of the popular press showaethitse newspapers share some
rules for the content structure. The first padlisays the main substance of this kind of
newspapers, which Tunstall (1996) defines as “liggws, the entertaining touch, and
human interest; ... focusing on crime, sex, spekyision, showbusiness, and sensational
human interest stories” (p. 11). Many of thoseistand types of the stories blend
together. Then usually follows a section where eesdan share their opinion; and after
that a solely entertaining part with crosswords,zbes, horoscopes, and alike is placed.
Popular newspapers are very often enclosed by@t'Section. The individual tabloids
usually have their regular and special supplemdnéstormer has a specific theme
according to the day of the week, and the lattadded only on a specific occasions.

Serious newspapers present more common featuties order of the sections. The
main content is news about politics, economy, etilmicahealth, international relations,
and other ‘serious’ areas from the country and¢se of the world. Mostly, the ‘National’
section precedes the ‘International’ one. Then lsf@lows a section on finances,
comments and opinions of editors and readers, amenooents, classified ads, and an
entertaining part similar to that in the populawspapers. If there is a sport section in the
newspaper, it is placed as the last section, tirermiddle as a supplement.

The sectionalisation is very important for the neayer. According to
Tunstall (1996), it started by adding new sectionsstly ‘feature’ material, and observing
the changing sales and revenues. Its purpose wemltahat people wanted and to
increase the sales permanently. Today, newspapeestheir segments firmly set,
although they tend to try new ones, and their pseps different. The sections have their
traditional place, appearance, and can be bousdasons, or days of the week.
Hodgson’s (1996) comments on the design and laybaijpage can be extended to the
layout of the newspaper itself. He explains thenifarity’ helps the readers to be
acquainted with the content and types of news tlaaidit forms the image of the
newspaper. Devoted readers are used to findingateular sections on the particular

page, even though some papers use deviations frepattern as an enlivening aspect to



the routine. Dramatic changes in design, layoul, sections order are, however, risky and
not very common.

The main content of the newspaper is obviously néwese is, however, a great
deal of non-news or ‘feature’ articles in almosemgvnewspaper. D. B. Sova (1998)
distinguishes between two types of news — ‘hardshewd ‘soft news’. Hard news covers
an important and latest topic, and it must prefasts, no matter if the writer’s intention is
to form an opinion in the text or not. Sova (19@@ntifies the opening paragraph, the
lead, as the most important paragraph in the articause it is the place where the writer
has to provide a clear introduction to the storg amintrigue the readers into it. He states
that the author has to “move fast to capture theeaaiacy of the event” (Sova, 1998, p. 1),
and must provide the readers with what he callbé[tournalistic ‘5 W’'s + H’ -who,
what, when, why, and hé\Sova, 1998, p. 1). The hard news lead is mobtly,not
always, a simple summary, which answers to thgsestions of journalism. The writer
decides which one is the most important, and resh#ye structure of the first sentence to
put the most important piece of information in thigial position, and thus, to put
emphasis on it.

Sova (1998) describes the most common structutteedfiard news as an ‘inverted
pyramid’. That means the article starts with trelparagraph, providing information on
the '5 W’'s + H'. From then, as he states, “inforioatin the story appears in descending
order of importance ... The least important infoliovaappears at the bottom of the story”
(p. 28). Thus, the editor can simply remove sergsror paragraphs from the bottom of
the article if its length needs to be reduced. Anen though the ending of a hard news
story will probably be removed by the editor, S¢¥898) suggests that the writers should
place a conclusion to their story and it shouldosupthe focus selected in the lead.

Soft news, or the feature article, is not limitgdféctuality and time. The former
means that the writer does not have to answeSthe's + H’, and if so, it does not have
to be placed in the lead. And it should not; aseSd®98) explains, a feature article should
maintain the reader’s interest throughout the wistdey, and the ending should bring
answers or solutions for the topic. He points bat t[t]he feature article aims to do more
than to inform the reader. In the effort to evokeaction and to elicit human emotion, the
... writer takes a longer time to introduce altlod elements” (Sova, 1998, p. 35). The
absence of the time limit means that the artictelmawritten in advance, and according to

Tunstall (1996), it typically is, namely severalydar weeks.



The topics for the feature articles are very vdeiaand so is their language.
Hodgson (1996) describes the feature article gse'@e of explanatory, deductive, writing
from which bias is inseparable” (p. 35). He alsairok that there are a great variety of
styles here, and that the authors use vivid, espresand complex language to create an
interesting story. The soft news form regular seiin the newspaper, which are,
according to Tunstall (1996), “devoted to speciareas and to consumer themes”

(p. 155).

2.3 Stylistics and the Newspaper style

This thesis mostly follows the description of stits presented by Crystal and
Davy (1969). They describe stylistics as “[a stoflycertain aspects of language
variation” (Crystal & Davy, 1969, p. 9), and defin@as a part of the linguistic discipline.
They have hypothesised that “any utterance, spokanitten, displays features which
simultaneously identify it from a number of diffatepoints of view” (Crystal & Davy,
1969, p. 60). They have introduced the term ‘dinmrsof situational constraint’, and
have identified eight basic areas of the extratlistic circumstances determining the style
of a variety; they are: individuality, dialect, tndiscourse, province, status, modality, and
singularity. Individuality is the basis of linguisfeatures which an individual uses
unintentionally, and they are determined by thesptal and psychical state, habits,
education etc. This dimension is not reflectechmtexts of the newspapers, because the
articles are very often written and edited by saléifferent people who are, moreover,
supposed to avoid any personal expressions whiall evise from this area. The second
dimension, dialect tends to be repressed in thespaper; however, this dimension, i.e. the
influence of the place of origin and the sociatwstaof the writer, can be seen or even
dominant in some of the local or regional newspspEne dimension of time is, again, of
little importance in the analysis of the newspapets, because it is only significant in an
analysis of historically different varieties. Ireteynchronic description we work with
material of one historical period.

The next dimension is called discourse medium amtigipation; simply put, the
former part deals with the difference between fhaeken and written language. The latter
makes a distinction between a monologue (one gaatit) and dialogue (more
participants). Both of the aspects of the dimens&mbe further specified in terms of
simplicity and complexity. The discourse mediursiiaple if the discourse serves to a

general end purpose, e.q. if a text is written iyaathor to be read by a reader, or an
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utterance is spoken to be listened to. An examipdecomplex discourse medium would be
written teacher’s notes with the purpose of beeggrat a lecture for the students to hear
them, to write them down, and to be read latefFoam this point of view, the newspaper
is defined as a simple written medium. The simjgealirse participation refers to an
unmarked form of discourse, in which the numbeaaitial authors corresponds with the
voices, participants, or characters (as in the ohaanonologue presented as such, e.g. a
public speech). An example of a complex particgratvould be a joke told by a single
person, a monologue, but the joke would presefgréit speakers, thus, imitating a
dialogue. Newspaper articles are sometimes wriitemultiple authors, and they are often
revised by editors. They also tend to include quara, direct speeches, or interviews with
other people, which create the mentioned compleRillyof the discourse participations
are possible here. However, most of the article® lwaly one author mentioned, and the
editors are not considered co-authors; monologueipation is the most common then,
either simple or complex.

The dimension of status, which reflects the saaktionship between the speaker
or writer and the audience, is variable in the leage of the press according to the type of
newspaper. The serious newspapers are very forittabacasional features expressing
informality. The popular papers are, on the otlrerdy often highly informal. But all of the
newspapers try to create a notion of common inteceacern, and background.

The next two dimensions, province and modality,ratated to each other. The
former refers to the occupational of professiomdivity of the author (newspaper
reporting); the latter further specifies the partige purpose (commentary, review,
editorial).

The last dimension of situational constraint igsiarity. Linguistic features from
this area are, unlike the dimension of individyaliteliberately chosen for a specific
purpose, to create ambiguity, humorous effectp@vioke concern. For example, there are
certain norms in the style of newspaper, and deltkedeviations from the style are used
by the writers to make the text more vivid, e.gsppradic use of informal language. The
language of newspaper is full of repetitive exp@sswhich appear almost automatically,
and if they are used very often they become whatallécliché’. The alternation of these
expressions and creating stylistically active, me@ans is called actualization. Those

features belong to the dimension of singularity.



Different modalities in the province of newspapgparting will be examined in the
analysis. They will be referred to as ‘functionglles’. According toCechova, Kémova
and Min&ova (2008), functional style is the predominatingdtion of an utterance. They
state that every utterance has its purpose angylartaim, and give examples of the most
common functions: colloquial, factual, scientifimetic, informative, appealing,
persuasive, and instructive. Knittlovd and Rochakan(1977) distinguish between two
major functional styles: ‘factual’ and ‘style otfion’. The factual style can be further
divided into more specific styles such as admiatste, learned, scientific, journalistic,
and publicistic. They add that the number and awi®f functional styles are not definite
and impossible to determine.

The journalistic style and the publicistic styleélbappear in the language of
newspaper, but they need to be distinguished. Tdie purpose of the journalistic style is,
according to Knittlova and Rochowanska (1977)nforim and instruct the readers and to
provide them with information and facts withoutsiét is very similar to scientific style.
According to Galperin (1971), the English journadistyle is characteristic for specific
vocabulary, typical syntactical structures, andcsjetype of headlines (as cited in
Knittlovd & Rochowanska, 1977, p. 72). The vocabula mostly neutral and formal,
even though informal and expressive phrases, wdoaletimes enliven the article, are not
unusual. Mingova (2011) explains that the readers expect folamguage, and informal
language can be used on purpose to help expres$ixdvity, or actualization. The
informal expressions are usually put into inverdechmas but not always. Mir@va
(2011) also claims that repeating structures oagds is specific for the style, and that it is
done almost mechanically through process of automaf are those expressions used too
often, they became what is called cliché. Actudiizais a process of avoiding them, and
its result are, aSechova et al. (2008) mention, new, alternative, siglistically active
means (p. 250). Knittlovd and Rochowanska (197 fjtime that abbreviations and
neologisms are very frequent in journalistic styleey also claim that the syntactic
structure is complex because sentences shouldooe $he complexity should not
however lead to lack of clarity or ambiguity. Thexplain that the short sentences are
easier to read and understand, especially at theriag of article.

Another specific feature of journalistic style isagations. Knittlova and
Rochowanska (1977) claim that quotations emphasiptivity of information. Hartley
(1982) describes quotes and comments as “acceegab¥(p. 111) as opposed to

“institutional voice” (p. 110) being mostly the m@per, correspondents, or readers. The
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institutional voices, as he claims, “are fully nafized ... [and they] deny their
constructed, provisional status” (Hartley, 1982110). The accessed voices are then
separated from the writer’s opinion and express thven viewpoint. Keeble (2001) adds
that “[rleporters use sources to distance themsdhaen the issue explored” (p. 46), and
that more than one source is usually cited.

The last of the main distinctive features of therfalistic style is the headline.
Headlines have a very significant role in the neapsp; they are most important on the
first page, where they are the first texts whiah ibaders see. Their two main functions are
to summarize the story of the article they belamgahd to intrigue the reader in reading
the article or buying the newspaper. These twotfans are described by Reah (2002) as
“conflicting” (p. 24); the conflict emerges becaugdhe contradiction between providing
as much information as possible on the one sidikaaping it short and ambiguous on
the other. Hodgson (1996) adds the headline atso$ an element in the typographical
pattern of the page” (p. 118). The headlines arg eften written by specialized
sub-editors, who employ a wide range of linguitg@tures to fulfil both of the functions.
Reah (2002) claims, “headline writers have devedagpgocabulary that fulfils the
requirements of the headline, using words thashogt, attention getting and effective”
(p. 15). She identifies some of the language devised: “sound, homophone, polyseme,
homonym, alliteration, intertextuality, word chascevord play, loaded language, omission
of grammatical words, noun phrases, class shif€afir 2002, pp. 17-22). Verdonk (2002)
claims that the “headline writers ... create a \&rgcific style, which is sometimes called
‘headlinese™ (p. 4).

The publicistic style shares some common featursthe journalistic style, such
as coherence and paragraphing. The differencabatréhe publicistic style uses longer
sentences, more informal language, and more expegsisrases. But the main difference
is that the publicistic style has the informatigersuasive and affective functions.
Knittlovd and Rochowanskéa (1977) identify some camrfeatures with scientific and
administrative styles and style of fiction. Theyimare logical structure, personalization,
and expressive language, respectively. The expigsand persuasiveness is often
achieved by using evaluating adjectives which esgpthe writer’s attitude. Hartley (1982)
claims that some articles try to affect the reattgrsreating a general consensus or
referring to an existing one with the use dfperson plural, and as a result, he adds,

“notion of unity: one nation, one people, one styGigre] often simply translated into
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‘ours’ — ‘our’ industry, ‘our’ economy” (p. 82). Ehpublicistic style can be encountered
not only in newspaper but also in magazines, ad r@nd television broadcasting.

Jilek (2002) distinguishes between three more Spagpes of the style:
journalistic, political, and style of advertising. ©0). He also defines some specific genres
of publicistic style: commentary, editorial, anéfiere. He claims that ‘commentary’ has
evolved from a simple report, and that it has bemiched by the author’s opinion (Jilek,
2002, p. 104). The bias is inseparable from tpe tyf text. The introduction is often short;
and the main and closing parts bring more inforamaéibout the context and the topic.
Next genre he describes is ‘editorial’. It dealshwmportant events, puts them into
context, and expresses the writer's and newspapievgoint. The aim is to form a belief
or opinion, offer it to the readers and try to pexde them to adopt the identical attitude.
The last type of the publicist style to deal wihfeature’. Jilek (2002) claims that it has
evolved from radio and television programmes anitated their function, which was
strictly aesthetic. The structure of feature isnenportant. The author puts pieces of the
story together to keep the readers interested gfrthe whole article. Therefore the order
of appearance of information is important. He stéit@t the main aims of feature are to
inform, persuade, instruct, and entertain (Jil€KQZ p. 112). The bias is inseparable from
these three types of texts.

The classification of ‘soft’ and ‘hard’ news arétdefinitions of functional style
overlap and complement each other in descriptidargfuage of the articles, and their
functions. However, the ‘soft’ and ‘hard’ news distion focuses more on the topics and
formal structure, whereas the functional stylexdbs the functions and the language of
the articles in more detail. Both of the perspexgiiave been taken into consideration in

the analyses.
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3 METHOD OF ANALYSIS

This chapter introduces the rules for the analysiglucted in the final part. The
aim of the analysis is not an identification andagtion of every single linguistic feature,
although they were examined. The analysis will @ati those features that are
stylistically significant, with the focus on biasdaopinion making devices. Three articles
from the same issue of newspaper are the subjéae@nalysis. They have been
separately analysed and compared. The articles et@sen on the basis of the aims of
this thesis. Different types of articles from difat authors were an obvious choice. For
the purpose of comparison, various degrees ofdndsscope of contextual reference in the
articles were searched for and selected. Apprapleaigth of the texts was also taken into
consideration.

The methods and rules of critical discourse ansl@DA) have been applied. The
term ‘discourse’ is explained by Widdowson (2003 )@mplex of communicative
purposes ... that underlies the text and motiviggggoduction in the first place” (p. 6). In
other words, it is a motive and result of productod a text. According to Cook (2003),
there is “an inevitable selection and omissiomédimation” (p. 64) in any spoken or
written communication, which should, however, bpapnt to every user of language
without any interest in linguistics. But what haiohs to be less transparent and more
important to applied linguistics is “the preserdat of the same facts in ways which, while
not altering the truth of what is said, neverthelieluence, and are perhaps calculated to
influence, the reader’s attitude” (Cook, 2003, J). @ he analysis of this language and its
effects, he concludes, is the subject for theaalitiliscourse analysis. In other words, CDA
not only analyses the product of communication,dbs its formation. It examines the
reasons for the particular structure of the texittarance. Widdowson (2007) claims,
“[t]he task that CDA sets itself is to discovercea of ideological bias in texts” (p. 71).
There is, however, the problem of deciding whefmenething has been produced
deliberately or it occurred in the communicatiomntentionally. Widdowson (2007)
admits that it is impossible to determine whatititentions of the writers or speakers were
even if we had asked them. But the concern is thegmce of bias in communication,
whether it is deliberately produced or not.

To understand the writing process of the artidgtas,necessary that the analyses
examine the context shared by the authors ancetders, and devices that were used to
present it. By context we mean the shared and canmkmowledge, social and cultural

background, and shared values. The significanegtabic, and the structure of the articles
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are briefly mentioned as well. The stylistic anakysire not focused exclusively on the
presence of biased language; they examine anddtglvinportant linguistic features used
in the texts as well, and their meaning and purposelation to the language of newspaper
is described.

Linguistic terminology from the area of grapholpghonology, morphology,
syntax, lexicology, and stylistics is used in thalgises. To avoid ambiguity and
superfluous definitions within the analysis, thesens are introduced and explained in the
following paragraphs.

Graphology is very important for the newspapehasdevices employed from this
area are used on daily basis, and they form, aat@nof fact, the visual, most notable
aspect of the printed media. Every newspaper basnih types of fonts that are used for
particular types of texts. Different fonts are usadheadlines, texts of articles, the first
paragraph of articles, or captions under photoggaphere exists a great diversity of fonts
in British newspapers. But the rule of the useiffétent sizes of the font is shared by all
newspapers: the more important the text the bitigesize. This applies not only to
headlines, but also to the first paragraph and sores the first letter of an article.
Because this rule is applied universally, readarsquickly find the most important news.
There are two more graphological aspects thatieagers to orient themselves in the
newspaper. Texts of the articles are divided imiwow columns, which allows faster and
more comfortable reading than it would if the tess printed from edge to edge. The
articles are furthermore divided into short paragsawhich consist mostly of one to four
sentences. Most of these aspects can be applat/tof newspapers, and they are, in fact,
the most distinctive features from the formal pahview. According to Crystal and Davy
(1969), paragraphing is “the most obvious visuatdee of [newspaper articles]” (p. 178).

It could seem that the field of phonology is ofimgportance in the newspaper
because it is an exclusively simple written meditiowever, even though the written is
only read, the sound impression is recognised @tedpareted by the reader. The
phonological principles can be applied to certgpes of text, headlines in particular, to
serve certain purpose. Rhyme and alliterationpatrgon of same sounds in the first
syllable of adjacent words, are very often usechéie the headline more readable and
memorable.

There are many features from the area of morphohdggh could be observed in
the language of the newspaper article, but onlydeswelevant for the purposes of the

analyses: reference, modal verbs, voice, and ndixétian. DuSkova et al. (1988)
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distinguish between generic and non-generic reéereand divide the latter into definite
and indefinite reference. The generic referencesésl in the articles basically to denote
general groups of entities or objects, and the geterms are often chosen over the
specific ones. Reasons for such generalizatiorvagnfrom concealing the specific term
and weakening the structure to comprising the iddia units in one group for the
purposes of simplicity. The non-generic definiteerence can be expressed, according to
Duskova et al. (1988), when the substantive isrdeted either by the situational or
verbal context. The situational determination resesal levels according to the scope of
shared knowledge and the situation. The newspapelea cannot use the most intimate,
iImmediate situation reference because the writedlslze readers do not share the time and
the exact place of production of the text; theylosal, national, or global reference. The
contextual reference is divided by Greenbaum andk@u990) into anaphoric and
cataphoric. They state that the anaphoric referéndecates identity of reference with that
established earlier in the discourse” (p. 79) &addataphoric reference “indicates that the
identity of the reference will established by wia@lows” (p. 79), which is, as Duskova et
al. (1988) specify, postmodification. Anaphoricarnce is used in newspaper very often
to achieve compactness of the text; and cataphefiecence is also very frequent in
explanatory postmodification.

Modal verbs are specific type of verbs which exptes types of modality,
intrinsic and extrinsic. According to Greenbaum &nhdrk (1990), the intrinsic modality
expresses the relationship between the agent arattion expressed by the modal verb,
e.g. ability, permission, and obligation; and tik&iasic modality expresses “judgement of
what is or is not likely to happen” (p. 60), e.gspibility, necessity, and prediction.

As Duskova et al. (1988) state, the verbal voigeresses the syntactic and
semantic relation between participants of an aaiwhthe action, expressed by the verb.
Voice of English verbs can be active or passiveiv&ovoice is the unmarked, basic form.
Change to passive voice affects both the verbakeland the sentence structure.
Greenbaum and Quirk (1990) give several reasomg ysissive, e.g. when the agent of the
action is unknown, or when there is no need forttoaimg the agent because it is evident
or insignificant. Cook (2003) adds that ‘passivizatand ‘nominalization’ can “make an
action seem both inevitable and impersonal”’ (p. B&) defines nominalization as a
strategy in which “actions and processes are ®&de by nouns as though they, rather
than the people doing them, were agent” (Cook, 2p086). Fowler (1991) adds that it is
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typical for English and that it is “a radical syctia transformation of a clause, which has
extensive structural consequences, and offersaniiitideological opportunities” (p. 80).
The choice of lexical units in the analyses is intgat to notice because it can have an
impact on the readers and it could be a resulewsiintentions. Lexical relations that are
mentioned in the analyses are as follows: synonamignymy, hyponymy, metonymy,
metaphor, and synecdoche. Peprnik (1994) desaimesymy as a relation between two
words or phrases which has “the same or nearlgdhe meaning” (p. 26), and antonymy
as a relation in which the words or phrases has@gposite meaning. These are, of
course, only simple definitions; there are morecgeand thorough classifications of both
of the expressions. The use of synonyms and anteicgm sometimes be ideologically
biased. Cook (2003) highlights the choice of “dgsire vocabulary which incorporates a
judgement, for example, ‘regime’ for ‘governmengd. 65). Euphemisms, neutral
synonymic expressions which conceal the originahotations and try to weaken the
original meaning, belong here as well.

Stereotypes are formed by automation but lexicammgs are also important for
them. Fowler (1991) claims that there are certalremata, paradigms, or frames
commonly and habitually used to describe individual groups. Antonyms form specific
stereotypes with a positive expression or valuemmside and a negative one on the other.
Hartley (1982) provides some examples of stereofmppositions: “police — criminal; us
- them; government - unions; world — home” (pp. -116).

Hyponyms and hyperonyms are often used in newsapeles to avoid repetition.
Peprnik (1994) describes hyponyms as “word[s] xenee[s] with a more narrow or more
specific meaning that comes under another widenare general meaning” (p. 32). The
more general meanings are expressed by hyperonyms.

Metaphor, metonymy, and synecdoche are all typé&sogfer of meaning. They all
are based on similarity and they can overlap. Hanahey each are distinct and should
not be confused. Metaphor is, as Peprnik (1994pegy based on similarity of “exterior
features ... [and it] may involve shape, locatiomction, colour, extent” (p. 44).
Metonymy is, on the other hand, based on internalaity; and it is defined by Peprnik
(1994) as “a figure of speech in which the namaroéttribute of a thing is used instead of
the thing itself” (p. 53). And synecdoche is a sf@n of meaning between a part and the
whole. Peprnik (1994) specifies that the transéer lze reciprocal.

Cohesion and coherence are also important terms$rémluce. Cohesion is, in other

words, connectivity and compactness of a text. \@idgbn (2007) explains it as
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“identification of connections that are linguisfigasignalled, like those between a
pronoun and a previous noun phrase” (p. 45). He #uat there are more cohesive means
other than pronouns, e.g. synonyms, hyponyms, bygers, or anaphoric and cataphoric
devices. Cohesion relates to text only; coheremeeféature of discourse. Widdowson
(2007) defines coherence as “interpretation okadge that it makes sense” (p. 127).
Coherence devices relate to the extra-linguisatitsewhich is connected to the discourse;
and in newspaper articles, they often refer toadpcultural, historical, or geographical
background. The principle of connecting the texhwie extra-linguistic reality is called

in literary science intertextuality. Verdonk (20@plains it as “an allusion to another text
and, at the same time, an appeal to the readedseass of that text” (p. 4).
Intertextuality is very often used in headlines] &mostly refers to shared cultural
context.

Described linguistic devices were observed and cented in the analyses from
the point of view of bias which they may represdie authors’ intentions and the
readers’ reactions have been outlined with thetgseaare of preserving an objective
viewpoint. However, it is possible that some lirgdig aspects could have been omitted or

misinterpreted.
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4 ANALYSIS, RESULTS AND FURTHER RESEARCH
This section presents the research of the struofurbe Guardianand stylistic
analysis of its language. The first part dealsflyri@ith the description of the newspaper
and its position among the British national newspapThe second part examines the
general structure and sectionalisatiod bé Guardiarand of one printed issue. Then three
articles from the issue will be analysed. The rsswill be summarized at the end of the

section, which will be closed by suggesting furttesrearch.

4.1 The Guardian

TheGuardianis a British national serious newspaper with all@gpopular tabloid
supplemenG2. It is published every day, except for Sunday, ithas a sister paperhe
Observerwhich comes out on Sunday. They belong toGhardian Media Groupa
group which owns, apart from those two mentionéou& 40 local newspapers, 5 regional
magazines, 5 local radio stations, and one locastBtlon (Cridland, 2011). The
organisation is mostly funded by the Scott Trusiretation, which works on a
shareholding system that does not revenue thelsbidezs, but reinvests the profits to
“sustain journalism that is free from commerciapotitical interference” (Guardian Media
Group, 2012). The financing from the fund alloWseGuardianto be less dependent on
the income from advertising than the other newsyzaged this fact is often used to
support the unique position ®heGuardianamong the British press.

TheGuardianis the only newspaper in the United Kingdom tretsuthe Berliner
format, which was adopted in 2005. Though the chaidormat was a risky decision, it
brought the newspaper many advantages. The dinmengfdhe Berliner format are
470mm x 315mm; therefore, after the chariges Guardianwas wider than tabloids and
both narrower and shorter than broadsheets. Tlabed width and height made it easier
to read in public transport than any other newspapl its relatively great height meant
flexibility in page design. The format change aiseant a renovation of printing machines,
which also mad@&heGuardianthe first British national newspaper in full cotowrhe
change of the format was a great success and wspaper became very popular.

The newspaper’s political ideology is generallywael as centre-left liberal. lan
Katz, TheGuardiars features editor, states “it is no secret weaazentre-left newspaper”
(Wells, M., 2004). And also the readers are supphosde centre or left and would vote
Labour or Liberal Democrats. As quoted in Reah RdheGuardiansometimes

satirically describes its readership as ‘left-wingbwever, according to Ipsos MORI

17



(2012), the second largest market research orgamida the UK, the voting preferences
of TheGuardians readers have changed and became evenly digtdluthe political
spectrum over the past decade. In average, 35%eaottders vote for Conservative, 30%
for Labour, and 25% for Liberal Democrats nowad&i®wvever, the majority (55%) still
lies within the centre-left spectrum. With the LialeDemocrats in coalition with the
Conservative party forming the responsible govemtirend the Labour party in the
opposition, the newspaper’s preferences can beosiingor disagreeing with either of the
sides. Even though, many of the LibDem voters &apbointed by the coalition and they
now rather vote the Labour parifheGuardian however, tries to stay objective, and
seems to support both of the parties, or doesaketdany point of view. Jackey Ashley
(2008), aGuardiancolumnist, states that the editorial board is fedrby “right-of-centre
libertarians greens, Blairites Brownites, Labouhitg less enthusiastic Brownites, etc.”
This quote points outheGuardiaris impartiality, because even if each of the editor
supported the favoured party, the newspaper wdidd a wide range of opinions.

The readership is formed mostly by the middle-¢lasdl educated and young
people. According to January — December 2011 NatiBeadership Survey (NRS), most
of TheGuardiaris readership is formed by the middle class anceuppddle class readers
(guardian.co.uk, 2011). Hodgson (1996) claims TegGuardianis “strong on
educational matters” (p. 11), and even thoughribissupported by any official statement
by the newspaper, its content is indeed orientegooimg people and graduates.
Occurrence of educational and employment topi¢eerother newspapers is not so
frequent.

4.2 Structure of The Guardian

This chapter is based on research of the printesgpapersTheGuardiaris
website, and issues in the official digital archiVae printed newspapers range from
March 2009 to January 2012 with half a year gapsalso fifteen consequent issues from
January 2012 were examined. The official websitdaias slightly edited texts of all the
articles published since 1998. And the digital areloffers the identical versions of the
printed newspaper for the past two weeks.

The masthead dfheGuardianbears the name of the newspaper, headlines and
pictures from the tabloid suppleméa® or other supplements, barcode, date of the
publication, the address of the newspaper, prioe tlae title ‘newspaper of the year’,

which it won in 2011 Press Awards. The front pagetains the most important news of
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the day, either of national or international ch&gganainly editorials. The leading story is,
as a rule, in the upper half of the page, and soalthe left; it is often illustrated by a
picture. It is very typical of the stories on thstf page to be continued on the second and
the third page, where they present the main comifethie pages, even though these pages
can introduce new stories, usually editorials agdmwever, the first page stories can be
continued even further in the newspaper.

Then a variable part atheGuardianfollows. This part ranges from eight to
sixteen pages, and it includes ‘National’, ‘Intd@raaal’, and ‘Topic’ news, and a double
page picture in full colour with a title ‘Eye witeged’; the picture is very often unrelated to
any of the news in the newspaper. The ‘Nationalisbrings information from the United
Kingdom; they are mostly reports, but can also béen as editorials. The section ranges
from two to six pages, and it usually precedesltiternational’ part, which covers news
from the rest of the world, and has two to fourgmghe ‘Topic’ news are reports from a
selected part of the world, which could be a whoaentry, a region of a country, or it
could even be from parts of the United Kingdom. Téyorts have rather regional, not
national, importance. Whole pages can be assigned@dpic’ news, but it is not
uncommon if it shares the page with other news.VvEm®@bility of this section seems to
violate the rule of the familiarity of sectionaliga; however, only the order of appearance
of the four particular elements changes; therenateny omitted or added. The final effect
is not chaos, but enlivenment and flexibility te thection and to the newspaper. The need
for the picture to be on a double page is als@maae for its moveable appearance.

After the variable part, the ‘Financial’ sectiorset. It usually has two or three
pages, and it deals with financial reports, analyaad advices. Other two or three pages,
labelled ‘Economics’, can follow if there is nevesdover about national economy or
international problems. The difference betweenttfeesections is that the former deals
with more common financial issues concerning ondieeople, and the latter views more
general and more significant topics.

The subsequent part ®heGuardiancontains the non-news sections. First usually
comes ‘Comment & Debate’, where regular or spemaimnists contribute with their
opinions on topical events, and it is followed bgders’ responses. After that, the section
with a special area of interest has its place. &laee several areas tHdteGuardian
covers, but only three of them are regular and ddara day of the week; on Monday, it is
‘Media’, on Tuesday ‘Education’, and on Wednesdagciety’. The main part of the
sections is reports, and interviews with specmiistthe respective area. There are also two
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or three pages with classified ads. The rest oh#vespaper is similar to the popular press
content. There is an obituary section together Wittihdays of people of certain
importance or fame; reviews from film, theatre, amasic culture; weather forecast; and
crosswords.

The last part of the newspaper is a ‘Sport’ sectibcontains results, scoreboards,
and interviews with sports people and sport comaterdg. The section usually belongs to
the newspaper as fixed as the last pages; howavéilondays and Sundays, it is added as
a supplement in the middle of the newspaper. Wherséction is a fixed part, it has an
inverted structure. That means that the last patfeeanewspaper is the front page of the
Sport section. The forecast and the crosswordthareon the last but one page of the
‘Sport’ section.

In the following paragraphs, the issueTdfe Guardiarfrom January 1. 2012 will
be examined. The issue consists of forty-four pad@sain content with a Sport and a G2
supplement. The main page contains the leading@ra national political editorial about
Scotland’s separation referendum; a political e@it@bout presidential elections in the
United States; and an educational editorial abeiliisB school reforms. All of the articles
are continued further in the newspaper. The sepagé continues with the national
political and educational editorials, and offerseav editorial, which references to another
article in the newspaper. This new leader and tBeeldctions one are not split and then
continued, unlike the other two articles; theyiadividual independent texts which have
an introductory function. They refer to more exteasrticles placed in the newspaper
approximately ten pages further. If readers amer@sted in reading them, they have to go
through the newspaper, which increases the chdhatthey will read other articles as
well. The other two editorials end with unfinisheehtences and they have to be continued
on the second page, because otherwise the reamgddslase their attention.

The third page contains an article about Amerigé&op Guantanamo written by a
correspondent from New York. The next two pagedadicated to a planned Welfare
reform in the United Kingdom; this could be consetk'Topic’ news. There are two
separate articles and an explanatory chart witstiiétions. Pages 6 to 14 bring national
news with various topics and various degrees obmamce. Then an International section
follows; it is four pages long and covers news fld®, Syria, Niger, Italy, Spain, India,
etc. The following three pages contain the ‘Finah&ection with news about Europe’s
economy, UK national economy, and about financiatters of major UK companies. The

double picture is placed on the pages 22 and 2Bpivs athletes exercising in O2 Arena
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in London. The next page presents one last afticie the ‘Financial’ section. Page
number 25 includes obituaries, birthdays, and anoements. Pages 26 to 29 are devoted
to comments on the topics from the issue. Thetiivetpages present opinions of regular
columnist. The other two pages present unsignédestand comments from the readers
which were submitted via webpage interface, maill @mail. The readers can react to
either a long-lasting matter or the topics presgiriehe issue because the electronic form
is available before the newspaper is printed. Tdgemlso includes corrections and
clarifications from the newspaper staff.

The Wednesday obligatory ‘Society’ section followss five pages long and it
includes various types of articles with variousitspThere is a report about health care
system, several opinions on that topic, articlesuélpublic services, an interview with a
chair of a British charity, and a debate about fpbss$echnological changes at universities.
Seven pages of job vacancies, which are focusqulibiic services, follow. The last three
pages include cultural reviews, weather forecadtaasswords, and an advertisement on
The GuardianPad edition, respectively. The ‘Sport’ supplemieas ten pages, and it is
mostly dedicated to football, rugby, and the Olyon@ames. Th&2 section is
twenty-eight pages long; it deals with topics aftfmn, movies, music; and includes
television and radio programmes, and crosswords.

To sum up;The Guardiaroffers a wide range of topics and covers seri@ygsn
from national, international, financial, and cuétlfields. It specializes in areas of
education and society, and it provides popularc®piom sport and areas of human
interest. The structure dhe Guardians well established and partly variable. The reade

can expect a stable and regular content in the pegves.

4.3 Text 1(for the full reading, see Appendix: Text 1)

The first article to be analysed is an educatiewi#orial. It belongs to the ‘hard’
news type; it is written in the journalistic styl®jt some aspects could be assigned to
publicistic style as well. Even though this ediébis not the leading article of the day and
the topic does not bring any breaking news, it ®eartain importance, because the subject
of education is considered to be the main focub®@Guardian Moreover, it is a
follow-up story of an editorial, referring to a yesimilar topic from the same editor from
the previous day, and a significant role is asgigoehe newspaper by stating that the
affair is a result of &uardiaris campaign. The major event of the story is a cpee be

given and the changes which it will cause.
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The article is placed at the bottom of the mainepaigd it is continued on the
second page. The text is divided approximatelysmalf, in the middle of the tenth
paragraph out of twenty. From the graphologicahpof view, the article does not differ
from the newspaper’s standards; the headline intqatiin the proper font and size typical
for the headlines of lesser importance. There andlustrative photos, supportive charts,
or side stories. At the bottom of the second colutiere is a sub-headline in form of a
simplified quote from the article. The article wa®sen for its appropriate length,
interesting topic, and for its editorial classifica.

The headline evokes the impression of direct spbgdhe use of the verb ‘says’,
and by the presence of a colon, both of them initigahe direct speech. It is, however,
misleading; according to Urbanova and Oakland (20€#on usually functions as a signal
of division of a title, or is placed before an extion, i.e. instead of ‘because’ (p. 77).
From the phonological and graphological pointsiefw the headline can be divided into
three parts with three words in each part: Compmdgs no: - ‘boring’ IT lessons — to be
scrapped. This division provides natural breatlpagses, as well as logical separation of
grammatical units. The parts are even harmonitalgnced by the number of the words.

The meaning of the first part of the headline isgaample of intertextuality; it is a
cultural reference, which will be explained in text paragraph, and even though it
evokes a certain response from the British readtedtees not provide them with any
details about the article. The second part is forimegpassive voice, and the agent is
covert. We know what the action is, and who thé&prent is; but we do not know the
‘who, where, and why'. The readers can only gukasthe reason for the action is the fact
that the lessons are ‘boring’. On the whole, tteglezs have been offered a restricted
amount of information to decide if they are intéeelsin the topic, but many important
facts have been omitted, and the readers are itfignesses and questions. Both of the
main roles of the headline are successfully preskeatmain idea of the story is given, and
the readers are intrigued to read the story.

There are several linguistic features worth notjgmthe headline. The ‘computer’
and ‘IT lessons’ semantically correspond with eaitter, and they provide the information
about the field that the story covers. The expogsfiomputer says no’ is very strongly
bound to the British shared context. It is a phfes@ a television series ‘Little Britain’. It
is a catchphrase of a character named Carol Béerjsvan unhelpful, rude, annoying and
always bored person who works as a bank clerkeltt@yent and hospital receptionist. She

uses a computer at her work, is rude to custoraasshe blames the computer for all
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inconveniences. The phrase is used here to evekienige of Carol Beer and her negative
qualities to illustrate the problems with ‘boring lessons’ and with computer illiterate
people. It also serves as a device to catch réadarest. Even though the show is not
aired so often now, Barry Jones, Philosophy andbHigseacher at Loughton College, says
the catchphrase “would still raise a smile andismonly known” (B. Jones, personal
communication, March 8, 2012).

The second part begins with an evaluating adjedbeeng’ which describes the IT
lessons. By placing it in inverted commas the nepsp distance itself from the criticising
view, and it also implies that it is a quote ofdstnts, teachers, or maybe parents. The
editor does not evaluate the lessons, and thetedveommas weaken the meaning of the
adjective.

The last part of the headline is a non-finite vehloase in passive voice. The finite
or copula verb here is omitted, apart from the camrractice, because the headline is
already quite long and it would disturb the balaotée parts. The agent is missing from
the same reasons, but it would also interfere tighambiguity of the main verb ‘scrap’.
There are two possible meanings of the verb thatdcét in the headline. The first
definition is “[to] discard or remove from servic€Scrap 1, n.d.); this would mean that the
syllabus of the IT classes would be revised. Onather hand, the verb can be used as a
synonym for “quarrel” or “fight” (Scrap 2, n.d.)nithis case, the need for the revision
would be just discussed. The use of semi-modal ‘terbe’ indicates that the article is an
introduction to certain events which will take paa the future.

The article has a typical inverted pyramid struetdrhe first paragraph summarizes
the story, and provides the readers with infornmaéibout ‘what, why, when, and who'.

The main focus is given to ‘what’. Then it expamasthe story following the three most
important figures: Michael Gove, his speech, amdI@T curriculum. The author devotes
most of the article to the speech, to the changésa school system, and to the reasons for
the changes. Michael Gove, the education secrasaigentified as the main authority and
actor behind the story. The article is closed vatlr quotes of four accessed voices, who
comment on the topic. The electronic version ofatiele available oimheGuardiaris
webpage was not limited by space as the printesiargrand was longer. The omission of
the text followed the inverted pyramid rule, andstnaf the article was reduced by deleting
the last two paragraphs, which only expanded otestequote. However, even the other

quotations were edited, as well as some explanattnputive structures.
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The article is divided into 19 short paragraphshgaaragraph consists of one to
three sentences. In total, there are 33 senteh@ed,which form 10 direct speeches. This
shows that more than half or the article is createdtructures other than the author’s;
mostly quotations from Michael Dove’s speech.

The direct speeches seem to be carefully choseea o concord with the rest of
the article; or, more probably, the article wastt®n imitating the style of the speech. The
writer uses expressive lexical items providingtdyd with active lively mood, e.g.
‘pressure’ (4), which implies strong and permaneguests; the unusual use of ‘critical’
(4) as noun; ‘shortage’ (4) in the collocation witkcruits’ (4), which is traditionally
connected with inanimate objects, mostly ‘supplies’the noun phrase ‘transformational
impact’ (14), suggesting a significant effect thatill have on the other disciplines. It
corresponds with the language of the speech, iotwiie can find phrases such as
‘dramatic change’ (7), ‘the roadblock’ (7), ‘boredt of their minds’ (8), or ‘apps’ (9).

The article is both cohesive and coherent. Thexeéeams of reference to ‘Michael
Dove’ such as anaphoric pronoun ‘he’ (3, 7, 15,224),24), his official position ‘the
education secretary’ (2), or his last name only1@, The speech is first mentioned in the
second paragraph; then it is referred to with e af the definite articles expressing
anaphoric reference. Later, the speech is furttemtified as ‘a speech to BETT’ (6). And
there are also cataphoric references such as ‘esahgt will come into effect this
September’ (3), and ‘a deficit highlighted by a @lian campaign launched this week’ (4).

The coherence is achieved by using phrases expgasdations between the
paragraphs and sentences, presuppositions anacatpiis of shared knowledge, and use
of the verb tenses and the modal verbs. Therensaxtiction expressed four times in the
quotes of Michael Dove’s speech: ‘instead’ (8) barfound both in the speech and in its
paraphrase in sentence 3; and the ‘twenty years-agov’ (15, 18) comparison is used
two times in his speech. There are, however, seoagd more frequent devices of
coherence employed. The presupposition of commokgoaund is very distinct here, and
it sets the article strictly in the area of thetiBh educational system. The main figure of
the article, the education secretary Michael Ga/eupposed to be known by the majority
of the British readers, but his official title iszgn to help the coherence of the text, and it
also shows a higher degree of respect and formalitgy author feels the need to make
clear the use of abbreviations ‘ICT’, ‘BETT’, an8ICS’, as they could produce
uncertainty or doubt in the text. However, theraasexplanation for ‘MIT’, ‘GCSFE’,

‘IBM’, ‘Microsoft’, ‘Word and Excel’, and ‘Whitehdl. The ‘IBM’, ‘Microsoft’, and
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‘Word and Excel’ belong to the area of general camrknowledge. But there are
expressions from the British context, which woutdiably be not understood by a
common foreigner. The GCSE, General CertificatS8efondary Education, is a public
examination which has been used in the United Kongdince 1988, and there is no need
to write its whole name. Similarly, ‘Whitehall’ sroad in London where many
government departments and ministries are locatedljt is used as a figure of speech,
namely a metonymy, to refer to the bureaucrachefritish government.

The main events of the article are set to the &uhyrthe use of modal and
semi-modal verbs ‘will’ (1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, etc be’ (1), and ‘could’ (7, 8, 9) expressing
near future reference. The most repeated one I8 ‘iwfurthermore asserts the certainty
of the events to happen. Generally, there are itwe teferences. One simply describes the
effects of the changes: ‘will remain compulsory awilll still be taught’ (5) etc., the other
presents the ‘twenty years ago - now’ comparisdnclvsuggests that the changes which
are compared will be similar to the changes whiehaalvanced.

As has already been stated, the main focus liddionael Gove, the speech, and
the changes. The importance of Mr. Gove is easityewed by presenting him frequently
in the text as the producer of the speech, and thasnstigator of the changes. It is,
however, done also by removing other agents frarsémtences. Passive voice structures
are used to draw attention to the object of thmactiICT will be taught’ (5), ‘a
consultation will be launched’ (10), or ‘genomesédaeen decoded’ (15). Nominalization
is used for the same effect: ‘ICT curriculum hds [), ‘failure of ICT provision’ (21), ‘a
consultation on the plans’ (10), and ‘governmetttiaking’ (14).

Many of the structures describe the ineffectiveostisystem which needs to be
changed. Both the author of the article and thkauif the speech use words that bear
negative connotations: ‘has left children boreddatheir minds’ (2, 7), ‘roadblock of the
existing ICT curriculum’ (7), ‘failure’ (21), ‘spedra fortune on ... [what] would become
obsolete almost immediately’ (24). The speech blddames the previous system, and the
article supports this view. But by removing ther@geand by nominalization, nobody
specific is held responsible for the faults.

Michael Gove is a Conservative Party Member ofiRaw¢nt. HoweverThe
Guardians political left-wing preferences do not reflentthe style of the article. There is
no bias against the changes evident. On the cgntter article focuses fully on Gove and
his speech, supports him, and leaves space forefunews on that topic. The author even

adapts the language of the article to the stytb@speech, which results into correlation
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of the two actions, an event and its commentargt &lso shows agreement between the
two parties, because it would be probably easys&aontradictory language in an attempt

to discredit the speech.

4.4 Text 2(for the full reading, see Appendix: Text 2)

This article appeared on the sixteenth page ofévespaper in the ‘International’
section. It is ‘hard’ news and its shows singethefjournalistic style. It was written by
TheGuardiaris Middle East editor lan Black with the assistaotklarriet Sherwoodlhe
Guardians Jerusalem correspondent. The article is placdda top left corner of the page
and an illustrative photograph is attached tohierg are two sub-headlines supporting and
expanding on the main headline. There is also patige article on the same page that
analyses the possible developments of the situation

The article covers events in Syria, civil unrestsch had been going on for ten
months at that time. This general topic is not, @éesv, the main content of the news,
because it is already supposed to be known byethgters, and it is rather used as the
shared knowledge throughout the text. The artidlegls an account of the recent
development of the events, with a focus on Syri@sigent’s speeches and a summary of
the previous affair. The tone of the article retiiethe attitude of the author, the newspaper,
UK, bordering Israel, and, as implied, ‘US and otlvestern governments’ (12) to the
situation.

The headline evokes a notion of action, endangeraed aggression. To achieve
this, the author employs means from several lingusseas. The headline consists of ten
words, seven of which are monosyllabic. This ermbled prompts the reader to read them
quickly, which creates the feeling of a swift aotidhe phrases ‘rants’, ‘enemies’,
‘threatens’, and ‘iron fist’ form the impressionwblence, aggression, conflict, and/or
war. Furthermore, the collocation ‘iron fist’ isualy used in connection with a despotic
ruler and “to refer to firmness or ruthlessnesattfude or behaviour” (Iron, n.d.). The
subject and agent of the headline is the Syriasigeat Bashar al-Assad. Only his last
name is given, partly because he is supposed kadnen, but also because the headline
needs to be short. He is titled later in the fyatagraph. The customary present simple
tense indicates that the latest news is presebntedhe verb phrase ‘threatens to use’
implies that some further action is likely to coared indicates an open ending of the story.

The main topic of the article, Assad’s speectespvered, and thus the

summarizing function of the headline is fulfillethe second function, to intrigue the
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reader, is also noticeable, mainly by the choiceogfabulary. The tone of the headline, i.e.
the aggression and negative associations, is # odsoth the functions. It reflects the
tone of the article, and it also supposes thatdhders will create an opinion on the topic,
most probably disagreement. The two sub-headlixearal of the main headline and
provide further information about the story. Theimection in both of them is again the
speech or speeches, and both of them summarizp#eehes and support the view on the
situation presented in the main headline. The sazines contain informal expression
‘let-up’ and ‘crackdown’.

The article has the inverted pyramid structure. [Elae paragraph introduces all of
the ‘5 W’s + H'. The story continues with reportsdacomments on Assad’s speeches and
pronouncement, and ends with reports and quotpswlieged voices of the neighbouring
Israel. Reports from the opposition and United dlaiare also included in the article.
There are several sources which the author quatts@nments. This provides the article
with variability and credibility. It could also intypthe objectivity of the writer, because it
could seem that the problem is viewed from varjpoisits of view, but there is a
difference between the attitude towards Assad baeapposition and foreign countries.

The article is set in the international context anthe context of the recent events
in Syria. It is supposed to be known where Sysegdl and ‘Arab states’ lie and that
Damascus is the capital city of Syria. Damascevén used as a synecdoche for Syria:
‘the regime in Damascus’ (30). There is no neecekplanation of the abbreviations: ‘US’,
‘UN’, and ‘ABC’. And the readers are also supposetie familiar with the revolt in Libya
in 2011, and it is referred to only as: ‘chaof.Libya after the fall of the Gaddafi regime’
(24).

The main focus in the lead paragraph and in thieofdbe article lies on the Syrian
president, Bashar al-Assad. His public appeararegesent the main material for the
story. The writer uses nominal phrases such asa®sghird major speech’ (2), ‘repetitive
100-minute televised address’ (6), ‘Assad’s fisblic appearance’ (13), and ‘an interview
he gave ... to ABC’ (21) to describe them. The afsthe numerals and ordinal numbers
indicates that there have been many speeches, latelythe author needs to distinguish
between them. Different lexical items are usedHat purpose as well: partial synonyms
‘speech’ (2, 5) and ‘address’ (6); hypernym ‘appeae’ (13); and ‘interview’ (21), which
is in this sense a hyponym of the previous.

There is negative bias towards the Syrian presigleoivn throughout the article.

The first paragraph offers several examples of i first sentence of the lead, which
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gives us the most important information of thedetiuses the adjective ‘embattled’ (1) to
describe al-Assad. The definition of the word i®/6lved in or prepared for war,
especially because surrounded by enemy forces” éigtatd, n.d.), which is true, but it
points out the unpleasant and disadvantageousgositthe president. The Oxford
Dictionaries offers another definition: “beset bylplems or difficulties” which only
amplifies the previous statement. Placing ‘foretgnspiracies’ (1) into quotation marks
stresses out the president as the source. Congjsrag definition “a secret plan by a
group to do something unlawful or harmful” (Conggy, n.d.), and as secret and
unproven, the author of the article can choosefer to them as non-existing. It shows
that the president declares that somebody elssponsible for the crisis in his country.
By suggesting that the blamed culprit does nottettie author of the article questions the
verity of the statement. It is also interestingntice that no euphemism is used instead of
‘crisis’ (1); however, even Assad uses the exposssrisis’ (8) in his speech. But there is
a difference in the use of expressions descrilsiegévolt. The terms ‘terrorism’ (1, 2, 3,
25) and ‘terrorists’ (3) are assigned to Assadrisipg’ (2, 22), ‘demonstrators’ (16), and
‘unrest’ (22) are used by the author. It is an epl@nof stereotypes in use. The author
prefers to refer to the opposition neutrally. Téert ‘terrorism’ is even more attributed to
the president only by the phrase ‘what he call)’\yhich suggests that it is only his
denomination and it is not possibly truthful.

Some more examples of bias can be found in comnaewtseports on the
speeches. The crisis is described as ‘the bloodslldek ... that has seen thousands of
people die’ (5), which is evidently a negativetatte towards the situation. At the
beginning of the sentence, the speech is rendeoethiess by stating that it did not offer
any solution to the problem. Assad is thus indiyeatcused of incapability to stop the
unwanted deaths. In the next paragraph, the impoetaf the speeches is questioned
again. At first, positive qualities are assignedthi® televised address, but then it is
contrasted by stating there was only ‘an invitedi@nce’ (5). This suggests very strongly
that the ‘standing applause and cheers of sup(@rivere fake or at least shared with only
a limited number of people. In the address Assaiind that a referendum and
parliamentary elections will be held, that is vielositively. However, the facts that the
opposition will not be invited and that the presideill not resign are considered crucial
and essential for the speech. Their omission dateduthe address. The last public
appearance mentioned, an interview with ABC, ispbynand clearly depreciated by

describing it as ‘disastrous performance’ (21).
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The article exhibits strong signs of bias. The aufhdges al-Assad’s regime and
sympathizes with the opposition. He presents tirast of democracy on the one side
and dictatorship on the other. There is a similia @addafi regime in Libya, and even
though it is used by Assad himself in his spedotpuld have been chosen to introduce the
simile. The quotes of the Israeli authorities aleem to be chosen to reinforce the
democracy-dictatorship contrast and to present gredictions which support the tone of
the article. Finally, the first thing which the dea will notice will probably be the picture

attached to the article which shows protesters hatfners comparing Assad to Hitler.

4.5 Text 3(for the full reading, see Appendix: Text 3)

The third article appeared in the ‘Society’ sectionpage 32. It belongs to ‘soft’
news and it is written in journalistic style. Itsapported by a picture and a
sub-headline. The position in the newspaper asagalh the section itself does not
indicate high, national importance. The articleraddes a particular problem of a specific
group of people in small area in Britain, namelyijadcare in Whitley, a suburb of
Reading, Berkshire. This focus on specific peopie the individual approach is creating
what has been called in the theoretical part ‘humsarest’ type of news. The topic may
not be interesting for most of the readers, bus¢hoho will be concerned, will be more
probably affected by it than by reading nationaksdrom the main page.

The topic of the article is childcare at Whitleyildren’s Centre in Reading in the
county of Berkshire. If we count through the tekthe article, the sub-headline and
photograph caption line, ‘Reading’ and ‘Whitleyedroth present in the text seven times.
‘Berkshire’ is not mentioned at all; readers arppsed to identify the county by its
largest city. Even though the article is conceptitainly on a particular problem in
particular area, it relates to child welfare in digole country.

The headline answers only to the ‘who’ and ‘whatéstions. The main actor in the
headline, ‘family mentors’, refers to parents wine @illing to help in the Whitley centre
as volunteers, which is also stated in the subilreadhe verb phrase ‘take on’ can
impose two meanings. The neutral and main measitm‘undertake a task or
responsibility, especially a difficult one” (Taked.); this suggests that the parents’
initiative is needed as there are problems withctiielcare system. The other meaning of
the verb phrase is informal and it means to “becuarg upset, especially needlessly”

(Take, n.d.); this puts forward the emotions ofplaeents. The phrase ‘early years support’
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provides the readers with the theme of the artidechildcare support for families with
children up to five years old.

The lead paragraph of the article opens with aajiost of the main character of the
story, and it is supported by additional narratiéecording to Sova (1988), this is “one of
the easiest ways to gain the reader’s intereskiyli(p. 37). He also states that it helps to
include shocking statements. In the article, thetagion of one of the volunteers, Tracey
Hawkins, seems to suggest that everything isgit in the children’s centre, but the
attributive structure contradicts that by statingtt'deprivation levels are high’ (1) in
Whitley. The lead continues with a longer quotewlnich Hawkins refers to the bad
reputation of the place and she mentions the ‘B&bgcident, in which a 17-month old
boy died in London partly because of failure ofdbchildren’s care service. The reference
to it elicits readers’ emotions, it strengthensrbeessity of finding a solution to the
problem, and it enhances the importance of thelarti

Organization of the following paragraphs resembtesstructure of style of fiction.
Gradually, the main characters and the plot arediiced. The story continues with
naming the reasons and actions which led to cusiardtion. More voices, of both
families and local authorities, are quoted. Solutmthe problem is presented in a few last
paragraphs and it slowly leads to the conclusioithvbutlines the future events to follow.
The last paragraph ends with a quote of the sams®pas in the lead.

The author employed several linguistic featureséde the article readable. There
Is a stereotypical opposition of lexical items wiphofessionals’ (6, 18, 28) on the one side
and ‘families’ (6), ‘peers’ (18), ‘family member&6), and ‘volunteers’ (28) on the other.
This underlines the main conflict between the ‘eK@ed ‘non-expert’ staff of the
childcare support which is presented in the stbhe article contains some stylistically
coloured expressions, which make the text moraciite to readers, such as ‘tranche’ (6),
‘dramatically’ (6), ‘loomed’ (8), ‘put off’ (17),ploy’ (30), or ‘slash’ (30). Style of the
quotations is also informal; there are many comédéorms and informal nouns ‘mum’
and ‘nan’ (40). The rhetorical question in senteB@expresses the question which the
readers could ask; it also introduces the count@li@ply and explanation. Numbers are
richly presented in sentences 10-13 to providestbsy with credibility.

The focus on people is very distinct in the artidlBnost half of the sentences refer
to specific individuals or are their actual quofBlse writer claims that she has interviewed

thirty-two families. Six persons are referred totbgir full names; three of them are
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members of the families and three of them belorigdal authorities. The quotations of
the family members are longer and more frequent.

The bias in this article is based on the choiciieflocality and problem to cover.
The author also aims to create an intriguing st8he describes a significant problem in a
small community, and demonstrates the power andlskty of the common people to
solve it. The ordinary people and the authoritiesput into opposition. However, the
author does not attempt to discredit the autharifldle main purpose of the article is to

entertain and affect the readers.

4.6 Summary of the analyses

The articles all predominantly belong to the joliste functional style. They
differ in language they employ, topics they cowerial contexts they refer to, and biases
they express. The articles are all written in fdrlaaguage, but they sometimes include a
few informal expressions. The topics and the samatexts are related to each other. Text
1 was dealing with the topic of British educatigstem, and so the common background
of the writer and the readers is naturally Britislowever, if the topic were to be covered
by a foreign newspaper, a number of expressiotejars and connections would have to
be explained. The topic of Text 3 is even more lbidiethe local context of a suburb of a
city in a county of Berkshire. This news would pably not be dealt with in other
newspapers than British. On the other hand, Texv2rs a topic from a foreign country
and the context is international. That means itld/de interpreted similarly by newspaper
in most countries, provided that the country hdemocratic system and the events were
presented before. There is bias in the articlesalasin the choice of including them in
the newspaper. Biases that each of the texts samaf different kinds. Text 1 agrees
with the matter and the speech which it coverst Pexxpresses disapproval of the events
in concordance to the political and social estabtient of the United Kingdom. And Text
3 aims to raise awareness of the certain problecuses on individual persons, and tries to

elicit the readers’ reaction.

4.7 Results and further research

The research of the structureTdfeGuardianshowed that it presents a certain
degree of formality in the language of its articliest it also produces texts implying
informality and affiliation. The newspaper coveesisus news from politics, economy,

society, education, and national and internatiaffairs, and it separates them from
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popular news, which it also publishes. It confittine newspaper’s position as the quality
national press and its orientation on educatedyandger readership. On the wholde
Guardianpresents relatively impartial news. The occasited is within the acceptable
and expected rate of occurrence. The generallyeped political allegiance is not
noticeable in the entire newspaper.

Many possible suggestions for further researcledran this thesis. Research of
the publicistic style and other styles, e.g. sbfladvertisements or of headlines, could be
conducted, and also popular and local newspapeldvi@uworth examining. The results
of such research and of this thesis could be usaccomparison of overlap of different
styles and their appearance in media.
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SUMMARY IN CZECH

Tato bakal&ska prace seénuje tématu ,Stylisticka analyza Britskych novin®.
Noviny jsou jednim z nejmog¢jsich a nejvlivijSich médii na si¢. Zpravy, které
piinaseji, by nily byt nezaujaté a neutralni. ProtoZe jsou ale méva Zurnalisté stale jen
lidé s vlastnimi ndzory a specifickymi styly, byvapravy spis subjektivni nez objektivni.
A navic existuji sekce nebo celé noviny, které jgigono ueny pro zarrné predpojaté
zpravy. Podrobné zkoumani zaujatosti v novinadtigenim gedmétem této prace.

Prvnic¢ast slouzi jako z&kladni rodéni a popis Britskych novin. Déle se snazi
seznamitten&e s lingvistickou terminologii, ktera bude pouzitpraci a ktera také
odpovida pouzedehim této prace. V nasleduji¢asti je vys¥tlena metoda analyzy, aby
¢tend lépe pochopil pibéh a vysledky analyz. Vyzkum samotny je réleth do dvou
¢asti. Nejdive je prozkoumana struktura novin jako celku, geté& analyzovany texty
jednotlivych¢lanka. Jako pedmét zkoumani byly vybrany Britské novinyhe Guardian
jejichz rozsahla nabidka tématt@mych tym zprav odpovidadelim této prace. Analyzy
¢lanki poukazaly na mnoho jévypickych pro styl novin, ale pouze ty, které se
vztahovaly k tématu prace, bylyikdadrgji analyzovany. Vysledky ukazaly, Ze vybrané
¢lanky se znéné liSi ve stylu a v nie zaujeti. Cela prace také prokazala pravdivost
predlEzZného pedpokladu, Ze v novinach existuje subjektivita ajetd, ale je omezena na

jisté sekce a typy novin@anki.
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APPENDIX

Text 1: Computer says no: ‘boring’ IT lessons to becrappec

Computer says no: ‘boring’ IT lessons to be scrapped

L — _
Education editor

Theteaching of computerscienceinschool
istobe dramatically overhauled, with the
existing programme of study scrapped to
make way for new lessons designed by
industry and universities, Michael Gove
wil! announce today

Tetary will

saythe eJcisdngnuﬂmlum inInformation
and Communication Technology (ICT) has
left children “bored out of their minds
being taught how to use Word and Excel
by bored teachers”.

Instead he will, ineffect, createan “open
source” curriculum in computer science
by giving schools the freedom to use

'.'{‘uu

'

teaching resources designed with input
from leading employers and academics,
in changes that will come into effect this
September.

The announcement follows pressure
from businesses critical of a shortage
of computer-literate recruits - a deficit
highlighted by a Guardian campaign
launched this week.

ICT willremain compulsory and willstill

‘By 16, children could
be writing their own
apps for smartphones'
Michael Gove

‘Boring' IT
lessons to
be scrapped

{ continued from page 1

science and cite its transformational
impact on other disciplines.

He will say: “Twenty years ago, medi-
cine was not an information

4

keep the programme of study in place for
four years while we assembled a panel of
experts, wrote a new curriculum, spenta
fortune on teacher training, and engaged
with exam boards for new Gcsss mal
would be obsol
Wewillnotbedomsum 'I‘echnologym
dby
Whﬂehall We're gwn;schoolsand teach-
ers freedom over what and how to teach;
revolutionising ICT as we know it.”

Peter Barron, Google's directar of
external relations for the UK, said: “We
are delighted that the gover?mem has
TeCogT e imp e of

Now, genomes have been d d and
lhe tedmologes of biologbml engineer-

.l

Yy biclogy
and IT is already blurring into whole new
fields, like bioinformatics.

“Twenty years ago, only a tiny number
of specialists knew what the internet was
and what it might shortly become. Now
billions of people and trillions of cheap
sensors are connecting to each other, all
e ik ooy A Turing as a he;

He pay tribute to asa hero
who “laid the foundation stones on which
all modern computing rests”.

it ' el W

science teaching in schools.” :
Richard Allan, Facebook’s director
of policy in Europe, said: “Facebook

ICT teaching in schools mare interesting
and relevant for young people. We need to
improve our young people’s skills in this
area for the UK to be truly competitive in
the digital age.

Bill Mitchell, director of BCS Academy
of Computmg. wh:-:h was set up to pro-

dlmpline said: ‘ncstmnmelyplemd
that Michael Gove has publlcly endorsed

The speech will becritical of the fail
ofexisting ICT provision. He will say: “Our
school system has not prepared children
for this new world. And the current cur-
riculum cannot prepare British students
to work at the very forefront of techno-

»

Outliningthe changes, he will say: “The
traditional approach would have been to

thei eofteach
ence in schools.”

Genevieve Smith Nunes, anITand busi-
ness studies teacher at Dorothy Stringer
high school in Brighton, also welcomed
theannouncement. “By takingaway what
is prescriptive, it would allow the teacher
and student to develop the [computer sci-
ence] curriculum together,”

P
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Inaspeechto BETT, a trade fair that show-
cases educational technology, Gove will
say Britain should revive the legacy of the
mathematicianand wartime codebreaker

own apps for smartphones.”
A consultation on the plans will be
iaundnedmgtweek Ministersarekeen to

reatinga

I
[
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inuni y courses and be writing their ‘

Alan Turing by creating a

of
young people able to work at the forefront

of technological

He will say: "lmagme the dramatic
change which could be possible in just a
few years, once we remove the roadblodt
of the existing ICT curriculum.

newcomp sdenCEGCSEanddevelop
ing a curriculum that encourages schools
to make use of computer science content 1
on the web. IBMand Microsoftare
working on a pilot GCSE curriculum.
_ The anlsh Compuler Society (BCS)
ac lum for key stages

children bored out of their minds being
taught how touse Word and Excel by bored
teachers, we could have 11-year-olds able
to write simple 2D computer animations
using an MIT tool called Scratch.
“By 16, they could have an understand-
ingof formal logic previously covered only
@ e

rhree and four - the years leading up to
GCSE - which has had input from Micro-
soft, Google and Cambridge University.

In the speech, Gove will set out the |
government’s thinking on computer |

Continued onpage2» |



Text 1:
Computer says no: ‘boring’ IT lessons to be scrdppe

Jeevan Vasagar
Education editor

(Wednesday 11.02.2012; main page, continued on page

1 The teaching of computer science in school lsetdramatically overhauled, with the
existing programme of study scrapped to make wandav lessons designed by industry
and universities, Michael Gove will announce today.

2 In a speech, the education secretary will sagiiging curriculum in Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) has left childrerfed out of their minds being taught
how to use Word and Excel by bored teachers”.

3 Instead he will, in effect, create an “open setigurriculum in computer science by
giving schools the freedom to use teaching ressutesigned with input from leading
employers and academics, in changes that will dotoeeffect this September.

4 The announcement follows pressure from businefseeshortage of computer-literate
recruits — a deficit highlighted by a Guardian caigp launched this week.

5 ICT will remain compulsory and will still be taligat every stage of the curriculum. 6 In
a speech to BETT, a trade fair which showcasesatmal technology, Gove will say
Britain should revive the legacy of the mathematicand wartime codebreaker Alan
Turing by creating a generation of young people ablwork at the forefront of
technological change.

7 He will say: “Imagine the dramatic change whiclild be possible in just a few years,
once we remove the roadblock of the existing ICificulum. 8 Instead of children bored
out of their minds being taught how to use Word Brdel by bored teachers, we could
have 11-year-olds able to write simple 2D compatemations using an MIT tool called
Scratch.

9 “By 16, they could have an understanding of fdrimgic previously covered only in
university courses and be writing their own appssfoartphones.”

10 A consultation on the plans will be launchedtvesek. 11 Ministers are keen to see
universities and businesses creating a new compcience GCSE and developing a
curriculum that encourages schools to make userapater science content on the web.

12 IBM and Microsoft are already working on a p®CSE curriculum.
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13 The British Computer Society (BCS) has develapedrriculum for key stages three
and four — the years leading up to GCSE — whichhiaaisinput from Microsoft, Google
and Cambridge University.

14 In the speech, Gove will set out the governnsethihking on computer science and cite
its transformational impact on other disciplines.

15 He will say: “Twenty years ago, medicine was ainformation technology. 16 Now,
genomes have been decoded and the technologiesaibal engineering and synthetic
biology are transforming medicine. 17 The boundsatween biology and IT is already
blurring into whole new fields, like bioinformatics

18 “Twenty years ago, only a tiny number of speésislknew what the internet was and
what it might shortly become. 19 Now billions ofgpée and trillions of cheap sensors are
connecting to each other, all over the world.”

20 He will pay tribute to Turing as a hero who ahe foundation stones on which all
modern computing rests”.

21 The speech will be critical of the failure oisting ICT provision. 22 He will say: “Our
school system has not prepared children for thiswerld. 23 And the current curriculum
cannot prepare British students to work at the Y@rgfront of technological change.”

24 Outlining the changes, he will say: “The traahtl approach would have been to keep
the programme of study in place for four years ek assembled a panel of experts,
wrote a new curriculum, spent a fortune on newtteatraining, and engaged with exam
boards for new GCSEs that would become obsoletestlimmediately. 25 We will not be
doing that. 26 Technology in schools will no longermicromanaged by Whitehall. 27
We're giving schools and teachers freedom over \@ahdthow to teach; revolutionising
ICT as we know it.”

28 Peter Barron, Google’s director of externaltrefes for the UK, said: “We are delighted
that the government has recognised the importahcenoputer science teaching in
schools.”

29 Richard Allan, Facebook’s director of policyiarope, said: “Facebook welcomes the
government’s plans to make ICT teaching in schowse interesting and relevant for
young people. 30 We need to improve our young e®gkills in this area for the UK to

be truly competitive in the digital age.”
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31 Bill Mitchell, director of BCS Academy of Compmuog, which was set up to promote
computer science as an academic discipline, sBidS‘is extremely pleased that Michael

Gove has publicly endorsed the importance of tegcbomputer science in schools.”

32 Genevieve Smith Nunes, an IT and business stteleher at Dorothy Stringer high
school in Brighton, also welcomed the announcen&htBy taking away what is
prescriptive, it would allow the teacher and studerdevelop the [computer science]

curriculum together.”
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International

Text 2: Assad rants at enemies and threatens to u8en fist’

Assad rants at enemies and
threatens to use ‘iron fist’

President blames foreign
conspiracies for uprising

Rare speech gives no hint
of let-up in crackdown

Ian Black Damascus

Syria’s embattled president, Bashar
al-Assad, yesterday blamed “foreign con-
spiracies” supported by Arabstates forthe
crisisin his country and promised to crack
down on terrorism with “an iron fist”.

Assad’s third major speech since the
Syrian uprising began in March combined
defiance with talk of continuingand future
reformsin thecountry and praise for state
security forces who were fighting what he
called terrorism.

“We cannot relent in the battle against
terrorism,” he said. “We strike with an
iron fist against terrorists who have been
brainwashed.”

The speech gave no hint of any flexibil-
ity that could break the bloody deadlock
between hisregime and the popular oppo-
sition which has seen thousandsof people
die in the past 10 months.

“God willing, we will be victorious,"”
Assad declared.at the end of a repetitive
100-minute televised address at Damas-
cus University during which he received
standing applause and cheers of support
from an invited audience. It had been
billed by aides as an attempt to regain the
initiative at a time of deadlock.

“We are nearing the end of the crisis,”

Assad insisted. “We should stand united. ~

Victory is near because we can be stead-
fast. We know our enemies.”

The Syrian leadersaid areferendumon
anew constitution in March would be fol-

lowed by parliamentary electionsin June,
but there was no mention of inviting the
opm)sitton to be involved or, crucially,
of him stepping down in line with the
demands of many of his own people as
well as western governments.

It was Assad’s first public appearance
since a team of Arab League monitors
entered Syria last month - an idea he
claimed was his own, while attacking the
pan-Arab body as a failure. There was no
mention of withdrawing security forces
from cities or freeing thousands of pris-
onersin line with last month’s agreement
between Damascus and the league.

Opposition sources reported 10 peo-
ple killed in Homs and Idlib by the time
Assad’s speech ended. Two Kuwaiti mem-
bers of the Arab League monitoring group
wereinjured by demonstratorsin Latakia.
Twenty-three people were reported to
have been killed by security forces across
the country on Monday.

The UN says 5,000 people have been
killed in Syria since March; opposition
groups say thereal figure isbetween 6,000
and 7,000.

Assadcomplainedofan “unprecedented

propaganda campaign” against Syria. He
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said hundreds of media outlets had been
working against Syria, and defended
restrictions on access for journalists.

Healsoclaimed aninterview hegaveto
Barbara Walters for ABC - in which he gave
adisastrous performance and claimed he
was not responsible for the actions of the
army - had been altered, accusing ABC of
“professional fabrication”.

Since the start of the uprising, Assad
has blamed a conspiracy and media fab-
rications for the unrest - allegations the
opposition and most observers dismiss.
The regime has banned most foreign
news outlets and prevented independ-
ent reporting.

Assad did allude to unspecified mis-
takes that had been made but warned of
chaos of the kind that had been seen in
Libya after the fall of the Gaddafi regime.
“This is a race between terrorism and
reforms,” he said.

Israel is prepared to accept refugees
from Syria’s ruling minority sect should
Assad’s regime fall, according to its army
chief. Benny Gantz, the Israeli Defence
Forces chief of staff, said Assad could not
continue to hold power.

“On the day that the regime falls, it is
expected toresult inablow to the Alawite
sect. We are preparing to take in Alawite
refugees on the Golan Heights,” he told
the parliamentary defence and foreign
affairs committee.

Gantz’s prediction that the regime in
Damascuswill fallechoes commentsmade
by Israel’s defence minister, Ehud Barak,
last week that Assad was weakening. “In
my opinion ... he won’t see the end of the
year. | don’t think he will even see the
middle of this year. It doesn’t matter if
it will take six weeks or 12 weeks, he will
be toppled and disappear,” Barak said.
Additional reporting by Harriet Sherwood
in Jerusalem



Text 2:
Assad rants at enemies and threatens to use istHn f

President blames foreign conspiracies for uprising

Rare speech gives no hint of let-up in crackdown

lan Black
Damascus
(Wednesday 11.02.2012; page 16)

1 Syria’s embattled president, Bashar al-Assadgeyday blamed “foreign conspiracies”
supported by Arab states for the crisis in his ¢tguand promised to crack down on
terrorism with “an iron fist”.

2 Assad’s third major speech since the Syrian uqgrisegan in March combined defiance
with talk of continuing and future reforms in theunitry and praise for state security forces
who were fighting what he called terrorism.

3 “We cannot relent in the battle against terrofidme said. 4 “We strike with an iron fist
against terrorists who have been brainwashed.”

5 The speech gave no hint of any flexibility thatild break the bloody deadlock between
his regime and popular opposition that has seeumstitds of people die in the last 10
months.

6 “God willing, we will be victorious,” Assad deckd at the end of a repetitive 100-
minute televised address at Damascus Universityngluvhich he received standing
applause and cheers of support from an invitedesueghi. 7 It had been billed by aides as an
attempt to regain the initiative at a time of dea#l

8 “We are nearing the end of the crisis,” Assadsiesl. 9 “We should stand united. 10
Victory is near because we can be steadfast. 1Lkn&e our enemies.”

12 The Syrian leader said a referendum on a newtitation in March would be followed
by parliamentary elections in June, but there waamention of inviting the opposition to
be involved or, crucially, of him stepping downlime with the demands of many of his
own people as well as of the US and other westevergments.

13 It was Assad’s first public appearance sinaaantof Arab League monitors entered
Syria last month — an idea he claimed was his eovirile attacking the pan-Arab body as a

failure. 14 There was no mention of withdrawinguséyg forces from cities or freeing
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thousands of prisoners in line with last month’seagnent between Damascus and the
league.

15 Opposition sources reported 10 people killedams and Idlib by the time Assad’s
speech ended. 16 Two Kuwaiti members of the Aradmgle monitoring group were
injured by demonstrators in Latakia. 17 Twenty-thpeople were reported to have been
killed by security forces across the country on ki

18 The UN says 5,000 people have been killed imaSynce March; opposition groups say
the real figure is between 6,000 and 7,000.

19 Assad complained of an “unprecedented propageanti@aign” against Syria. 20 He
said hundreds of media outlets had been workinnagg8yria and defended severe
restrictions on access for journalists.

21 He also claimed an interview he gave to Barbéatters for ABC — in which he gave a
disastrous performance and claimed he was not megye for the actions of the army and
security forces — had been altered, accusing AB@rofessional fabrication”.

22 Since the start of the uprising, Assad has bieaneonspiracy and media fabrications
for the unrest — allegations the opposition andtrabservers dismiss. 23 The regime has
banned most foreign news outlets and preventegardient reporting.

24 Assad did allude to unspecified mistakes thdtbdeen made but warned of chaos of the
kind that had been seen in Libya after the fathef Gaddafi regime. 25 “This is a race
between terrorism and reforms,” he said.

26 Israel is prepared to accept refugees from Syming minority sect should Assad’s
regime fall, according to its army chief. 27 Beragntz, the Israeli Defence Forces chief
of staff, said Assad could not continue to hold pow

28 “On the day that the regime falls, it is expddiresult in a blow to the Alawite sect.
29 We are preparing to take in Alawite refugeeshenGolan Heights,” he told the
parliamentary defence and foreign affairs committee

30 Gantz’s prediction that the regime in Damascilisall echoes comments made by
Israel’'s defence minister, Ehud Barak, last week Assad was weakening. 31 “In my
opinion ... he won't see the end of the year. 82t think he will even see the middle of
this year. 33 It doesn’'t matter if it will take siveeks or 12 weeks, he will be toppled and

disappear,” Barak said.

Additional reporting by Harriet Sherwood in Jerusal
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Text 3: Family mentors take on early years suppo

32 .

society

Families take control

Using parents as volunteers
in early years settings saves
money and reaches more
people in need, a project

in Reading has shown

Rachel Willlams

“Iwanted to dosomething like social work
- but obviously 1didn’t want all the paper-
work,” says Tracey Hawkins, to laughter,
at the Sure Start children’s centre in Whit-
ley, an area of south Reading where dep-
rivation levels are high. “I just wanted to
help out families. I don’t want something
like Baby P to happen here, Whitley’s got
abit of a bad name, so I'd like to help it.
We're strong peopleand I think we should
all come together to helpit.”

Hawkins, 42, is one of a first tranche
of 17 volunteers to be trained in Reading
in a drive to dramatically alter the face of
early years services, using peer mentors
and the resources of the community to
shift the balance of power away from pro-
fessionals towards families. It is part of
a “radical efficiency” programme run by
the Innovation Unit (TU), a not-for-profit
social enterprise, funded by Nesta (the
National Endowment for Science, Tech-
nology and the Arts) which aims to help
public services offer “better” outcomes
for lower costs.

Asthespending cutsoflast yearloomed,
six localities signed up to take part in the
unit’s Transforming Early Years project.
They were set the goal of saving 30% on
traditional service models, while reaching
more families and those most in need.

1t sounds implausible, but an inde-
pe|nden}ly evaluated report of the work,

Y isset
savings across the six projects of between
13% and 38% in the first year, increasing
in years two and three. And an average of
120% more families are due tobe reached,
bringing the overall unit cost per family
down by between 30% and 81%.

In Reading, the redesigned service
at Whitley will cost 27% less. While the
centre actively supported 187 children
in 2009/10, it is on target to increase that

number to 367 in 2011/12.
The programme started withearly years
fessi Is and parent vol con-

ducting in-depth interviews with fami-
lies. For Melani Oliver, the council’s head
ofextended services, some of the findings
weredifficult. “We thought some families
felt they weren’t in charge of their lives;

they came back and told us they did have
that control, but they wanted more con-
trol over services,” she says.

In future, the council will aim to teach
those family members about early years
development, rather than trying to get all

Some interviewees comp d that
they had been put off parenting support
classes by the feeling that attending sug-
gested you had a problem. They said they
wanted this kind of support delivered by

youngsters into the children’s centre,

In Whitley, volunteers will form four
tiers of support: welcoming “meeter and
greeters”; buddies, whowillbe based at the
centre; mentors and “saints”, who will be

h: Martin Argles for the Guardian

were going to do exactly the same things
asbefore but with volunteers, I think that
would be completely legitimate to criti-
cise. But if the question you're asking is:
what do people want from their lives and
how can we work together to construct a
solution and build on their strengths? -
people want to getinvolved.”

peers, not professionals. able tovisit families in their homes without InWhitley, the first wave of trainees, all
Mother-of-five Sarah hasbeenmeeting  professi lly, new of local mothers or grandmothers, are now

volunteer NicolaCampling at the Whitley  workingwill be brought inacrossReading’s  reaching the buddy level, accompanying

centre onceaweek for messy play sessi 13 children’s centres using 60 v family workers on home visits to build

with her two-year-old. + Isthis ploy toget peopl k for lationships with d thenspend
“It'slike we're leaningalongtogether,”  free so that staff numbers can be slashed?  time with them at the centre,

sheé explains. “It’s a shared experience.”  John Ennis, lead councillor for education The benefits they are gaining from vol-

She would not have attended the centre  andchildren’sservicesinReadingb ring are ble, the group agrees.

without Campling’s support, d

council’s minority Labour administration

having done so in the past. “Since I've got
older my confidence has gone down a bit

insists not. The reality of the cutsitis hav-
ing to make - £19m across all services this
financial year and another £14m next year
- meansthings havetobe done differently,
and staff numb

... ButNicky’s taken mealong and showed
me what's what. Ienjoy it.”
ﬂ‘e:lllﬂ i it led th -
e of families th 1

Noneofthe 32 families interviewed - with
92children between them - had ever paid
for childcare, relying instead on family
members when they went out to work.

may end up falling, he
says, but the main driver iscreating better
services that reach more people, earlier,
for the same amount of money.

Sarah Gillinson, the IU’s programme
lead on the scheme, says: “If we said we

None of them works, though severa) are
keen to return to employment. The centre
aims to support 50% of volunteers to go
into education, employment or training.
None feels they should be paid.

“You find your own personal identity
again - there’s a sense of achievement,”
says Julia Spence. Hawkinslikesitsomuch
shethinks migh lly try toget qual-
ified in the field: “I'm not justa mumora
nan, I'm doing something I want to do.”
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Text 3:

Family mentors take on early years support

Using parents as volunteers in early years setiages money and reaches

more families in need, a project in Reading haswsho

Rachel Williams
(Wednesday 11.02.2012; page 32)

1 “I wanted to do something like social work — bbtiously | didn’t want all the
paperwork,” says Tracey Hawkins, to laughter, at$lre Start children’s centre in
Whitley, an area of south Reading where deprivagesls are high. 2 “l just wanted to
help out families. 3 | don’t want something likel®aP to happen here. 4 Whitley’s got a
bit of a bad name, so I'd like to help it. 5 We&teong people and | think we should all
come together to help it.”

6 Hawkins, 42, is one of a first tranche of 17 vidkers to be trained in Reading in a drive
to dramatically alter the face of early years s8] using peer mentors and the resources
of the community to shift the balance of power arayn professionals towards families.
7 It is part of a “radical efficiency” programmenrby the Innovation Unit (IU), a not-for-
profit social enterprise, funded by Nesta (the dladl Endowment for Science,
Technology and the Arts) which aims to help pubgcvices offer “better” outcomes for
lower costs.

8 As the spending cuts of last year loomed, siallbes signed up to take part in the unit’s
Transforming Early Years project. 9 They were betdoal of saving 30% on traditional
service models, while reaching more families arus¢hmost in need.

10 It sounds implausible, but an independentlyuataid report of the work, shows it is set
to deliver savings across the six projects of betwE3% and 38% in the first year,
increasing in years two and three. 11 And an aeeodd 20% more families are due to be
reached, bringing the overall unit cost per fandibpyvn by between 30% and 81%.

12 In Reading, the redesigned service at Whitldlyoost 27% less. 13 While the centre
actively supported 187 children in 2009/10, itistarget to increase that number to 367 in
2011/12.
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14 The programme started with early years profeséscand parent volunteers conducting
in-depth interviews with families. 15 For Melanii@r, the council’s head of extended
services, some of the findings were difficult. Mdé thought some families felt they
weren’t in charge of their lives; they came bacH &id us they did have that control, but
they wanted more control over services,” she says.

17 Some interviewees complained that they had pataoff parenting support classes by
the feeling that attending suggested you had algmll8 They said they wanted this kind
of support delivered by peers, not professionals.

19 Mother-of-five Sarah has been meeting voluntéeola Campling at the Whitley

centre once a week for messy play sessions withweeyear-old.

20 “It's like we’re learning along together,” shepdains. 21 “It's a shared experience.” 22
She would not have attended the centre without agip support, despite having done
so in the past. 23 “Since I've got older my confide has gone down a bit ... But Nicky’s
taken me along and showed me what’'s what. 24 lyahjo

25 The interviews also revealed the unrecognisgaurees of families themselves. 26
None of the 32 families interviewed — with 92 chdd between them — had ever paid for
childcare, relying instead on family members whagytwent out to work. 27 In future, the
council will aim to teach those family members abearly years development, rather than
trying to get all youngsters into the children’site.

28 In Whitley, volunteers will form four tiers ofipport: welcoming “meeter and
greeters”; buddies, who will be based at the cententors and “saints”, who will be able
to visit families in their homes without professids 29 Eventually, new systems of
working will be brought in across Reading’s 13 dhain’s centres using 60 volunteers.

30 Is this just a ploy to get people to work faerso that staff numbers can be slashed?
John Ennis, lead councillor for education and ¢bkiiis services in Reading borough
council’'s minority Labour administration, insiststn31 The reality of the cuts it is having
to make — £19m across all services this finan@akyand another £14m next year — means
things have to be done differently, and staff nuralmeay end up falling, he says, but the
main driver is creating better services that reache people, earlier, for the same amount
of money.

32 Sarah Gillinson, the IU’s programme lead ondtieeme, says: “If we said we were
going to do exactly the same things as before It wolunteers, | think that would be

completely legitimate to criticise. 33 But if thaagtion you're asking is: what do people
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want from their lives and how can we work togettoeconstruct a solution and build on
their strengths? — people want to get involved.”

34 In Whitley, the first wave of trainees, all Iboaothers or grandmothers, are now
reaching the buddy level, accompanying family wosk&n home visits to build
relationships with parents and then spend time thigéim at the centre.

35 The benefits they are gaining from volunteeang notable, the group agrees. 36 None
of them works, though several are keen to retuentployment. 37 The centre aims to
support 50% of volunteers to go into education, legrpent or training. 38 None feels
they should be paid.

39 “You find your own personal identity again —rifis a sense of achievement,” says
Julia Spence. 40 Hawkins likes it so much she ghimight eventually try to get qualified

in the field: “I'm not just a mum or a nan, I'm ¢ something | want to do.”
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